
Intro  
I have never liked watching cooking shows very much, primarily for two reasons—first, my least favorite 
food is food I can’t eat.  If I can’t eat it, I don’t want to see it because it always makes me want it.  Second, 
often the things they’re making are either foods that I’ll never be able to pronounce or they look great but 
they’re so complicated that I’d need years of training before I could ever duplicate what they’re doing.  
And they make it look so easy! 

But recently, I found a cooking show I can enjoy.  It’s on Netflix and it’s called Nailed It! I’ve only watched a 
couple of episodes but it nullifies both of my objections.  There’s nothing on there I want to eat and what 
they’re doing I’m confident I could probably pull off because the ‘contestants’ aren’t bakers.  They’re just 
regular humans like you and me.  And they show them some masterpiece, a baked good that doubles as 
a work of art.  And they give them all the ingredients, and the instructions, and ask them to recreate it.  
The results are hilarious. 

Instead of a pretty amazing unicorn cake, you get a unicorn run over by a train—or worse. 

But as I was thinking about what it means to be a disciple-making church this week, I couldn’t help but 
think of this show.  The contestants have all the necessary tools—mixers, ovens, pans, etc.—and all the 
necessary ingredients but the results are just, well, off.   

Jesus, in the Great Commission, told us what the finished product is supposed to be.  If we belong to 
Jesus Christ we are to make disciples.  He even told us how we were to do it.  He has given us the tools, 
and the ingredients, and the question we’re left with as a church is—what does the finished product look 
like?  And really, that’s the question that should determine our effectiveness as a church.  Are we making 
disciples? 

There’s a temptation to evaluate ourselves based on numbers.  We want to see how we’re doing when it 
comes to the three B’s: Buildings, budgets, and butts.  How big is your building, how big is your budget, 
and how many butts are in the pews?  Those three questions don’t determine our success.  But whether 
or not we are making disciples tells us a great deal about how effective we are as a local church. 

And I can’t stress this enough—we’re not here to build a name for ourselves.  We’re here to glorify God 
and I (and I hope we all) firmly believe that the way we glorify God to the fullest extent is to be disciples 
who make disciples.  
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Today, we begin to look at how that happens through the lives of those who belong to Christ who have 
identified themselves as members of God’s family here at FBC.   

Let’s look back, first, at our commission as God’s people:  Matthew 28:16-20 
16 The eleven disciples traveled to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had directed them. 17 When they 
saw him, they worshiped, but some doubted. 18 Jesus came near and said to them, “All authority has been 
given to me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe everything I 
have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

I love verse 18 because Jesus reminds us why He has the authority to commission us to this task:  He has 
all authority both in heaven and on earth.  And it’s by that authority that He is commissioning us to this 
task.  What task? 

In verses 19-20 there are actually 5 verbs, 5 commands Jesus lays before His disciples: Go, make 
disciples, baptizing them, teaching them, and then a command to remember.   But go, baptizing, and 
teaching are participles in the original language—they’re used to describe the primary imperative and the 
imperative in that sentence is make disciples. 

We began this series looking at the Great Commission then we saw how Jesus explained what it means to 
become a disciple back in Matthew 16 where He points us both to a confession and a confessor.  Jesus 
said He is building his church, the called-out ones, based on the right confession of Jesus as Messiah and 
He’s building His church with those who make the confession.  The people are the church and they’re the 
church because Jesus is their savior. 

So it makes sense that almost immediately after Jesus ascended to heaven that disciples began 
organizing themselves as local churches.  From Acts 2-8 the church grows and gathers momentum in 
Jerusalem so much that the local Jewish leadership put in place a plan to persecute the church and had 
one of the early church deacons, a man named Stephen, executed.  So the disciples were scattered from 
Jerusalem but everywhere they went, new local churches were formed.  And that pattern has continued in 
Christian life for 2,000 years.  Here’s how we defined a local church: 

A local church is a group of disciples who regularly gather in Christ’s name to officially affirm and 
oversee one another’s membership in Jesus Christ and his kingdom through gospel preaching and 
gospel ordinances.  - Jonathan Leeman 1

 https://www.9marks.org/article/what-is-a-local-church/1
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There’s a lot there and if you missed the week where we unpacked that definition I’d recommend you go 
spend some time listening to that sermon or looking over the notes. 

The church is a group of disciples and we know the purpose of a disciple is to make disciples, so the 
purpose of a church must be to make disciples together.  And just so that we’re all on the same page as 
to what that means, last week we defined a disciple: 

A disciple of Jesus Christ is a forgiven sinner who is being transformed to love God and others. 

That’s the finished product.  That’s the unicorn cake.  And how do we know we have all the necessary 
tools and ingredients?  We know we have everything we need because we know from the start that 
nothing we do can make disciples apart from a work of the Holy Spirit.  God is the one who makes 
disciples, we can no more make someone a disciple than we can make them a unicorn.  But God can.  
And how does He do that? Through you, his disciples!   

Paul shows us this in Romans 10: 

9 If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved. 10 One believes with the heart, resulting in righteousness, and one 
confesses with the mouth, resulting in salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, Everyone who believes 
on him will not be put to shame, 12 since there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, because 
the same Lord of all richly blesses all who call on him. 13 For everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved. 

That shows us what God does—He saves based on the right confession of the heart.  But then Paul goes 
on to show us how He carries out that saving work: 

14 How, then, can they call on him they have not believed in? And how can they believe without 
hearing about him? And how can they hear without a preacher? 15 And how can they preach unless 
they are sent? As it is written: How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news. **(Leave on 
screen)** 

To really see it you have to read those verses backwards.  How are people saved?  Well, they’re saved by 
the good news (end of verse 15) and someone has to take them that good news, those are the people 
with the beautiful feet.  How does that good news get to them?  Someone is sent to bring it to them and 
those who are sent preach (that doesn’t just mean what I’m doing here it means to proclaim the gospel 
which is something that all of us are to do).  We proclaim the message so that they can hear it working 
back into verse 14 and they hear the message, then they believe the message and when the Holy Spirit 
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works in their heart to give them the grace to believe the message they call on him and when they call on 
him they’re saved. 

That’s how disciples are made.  And that leads us to the question we’ll be trying to answer for the rest of 
our time together today and next week.  How do we make disciples at FBC? 

Here’s the statement we are going to use to answer that question: 

FBC exists to glorify God by being disciples of Jesus Christ who make disciples through gospel-
centered worship, fellowship, service, and engagement.   

That is how we make disciples.  Every activity of our church should grow out of that statement and find its 
purpose in that statement.  I would propose that we let this sentence become the statement of our 
purpose here in the days ahead.  We’ve already spent some time looking at how and why our disciple-
making glorifies God and so our points for this week and next will be these: 

The Gospel as the Center 
Gospel-Centered Worship 
Gospel-Centered Fellowship (next week) 
Gospel-Centered Service (next week) 
Gospel-Centered Engagement (next week) 

The Gospel as the Center 

The repetition of the idea of gospel-centeredness there is no accident.  We must—as an entire church—
work to cultivate a culture that is saturated by the gospel.   

The gospel isn’t just good news for the lost or something that new Christians need to understand.  It’s the 
very truth that redefines who we are and what we are to be about.   

The gospel is news so simple it can be understood by a small child and yet so deep that is will take 
eternity for us to fully wrap our mind around all its implications.  We’ve used at least half a dozen different 
definitions of the gospel during sermons over the past year—not because we don’t know what it means, 
but because there are a number of facets to its meaning.  Today, I want to us to look at one that is perhaps 
the simplest yet.  It’s one we used this week in one of our men’s discipleship groups, a pastor in Georgia 
came up with it: 
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We lost it all.  He did it all.  We get it all.  2

All of us would admit we are sinners.  If you don’t think you are just ask whoever you’re sitting with and 
they’ll tell you.  Romans 3 tells us all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.  The wages of sin, as 
Paul writes later, is death.  When we say that belonging to Christ means submitting to him as Lord—
identifying yourself as his servant, as his property even, it isn’t a radical request.  It is, in fact, the only 
reasonable request.  For us, to give Christ our life is the only reasonable response to the Gospel.  Because 
we were once in charge of our lives and we ruined them.  We earned eternal separation from God. 

We lost it all.  To be saved means to be declared righteous in the sight of the Lord and we have no 
righteousness.  But Christ does.  And because of His sacrifice on our behalf, we get it all.  We get all 
Christ’s righteousness credited to our account. 

The last part of Romans 4:24b says that  (Righteousness) will be credited to us who believe in him who 
raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.  

Christ lived the perfect life God required and in doing so accomplished everything that needed to be 
accomplished so that we can have his righteousness credited to our account.  He took the punishment we 
earned so that we can have the blessings He deserved.  He did it all so that we could have it all.  We have 
right standing before God and we have the gift of the Holy Spirit guiding, convicting, and growing our 
hearts to love God and love people. 

That’s what we have in the gospel and if we don’t remain centered on that we run the very real risk of 
losing sight of why we’re here in the first place.  Everywhere else you’re connected in life it’s about 
performance.  What can you do for me?  In light of the gospel, there is no performance.  It’s all grace.   

Listen to Paul in 1 Corinthians 2:1 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, announcing the mystery 
of God to you, I did not come with brilliance of speech or wisdom. 2 I decided to know nothing 
among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.  

One of the hardest things for many of us to functionally cope with is that our life is no longer me-
centered.  Our life should be gospel-centered.  Me-centered religion allows me to know who Jesus is, 
and even admire him.  But not really surrender to him.  Gospel-centered demands that I submit to him as 
my Lord.  Me-centered puts the heaviest weight on pleasing men because that makes me look good and 
my life easier.  Gospel-centered demands that I base my decisions on pleasing God above any created 
thing.  Me-centered keeps my spiritual life comfortable and cozy.  It’s about what I prefer.  If I want to have 

Pope, Randy. The Answer: Putting an End to the Search for Life Satisfaction (Page Sec1:43). Life on Life Ministries. 2

Kindle Edition. 
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relationships with other Christians, if I want accountability, if I want to believe or disbelieve certain parts of 
the Bible I can do that.  Gospel-centered demands that I know and apply sound doctrine and that I do it in 
community with other believers. 

We need to be gospel-centered both in our worldview and in our own spiritual growth.  And we have to 
work to maintain a gospel-centered culture in our church or else the whole mission jumps off the rails. 

Nashville pastor Ray Ortlund said this:  

(T)he test of a gospel-centered church is its doctrine on paper plus its culture in practice—“a 
demonstration in the life that this correct and vital scriptural emphasis meets the genuine needs and 
aspirations of men.” If a church’s gospel culture has been lost, or was never built, the only remedy is 
found at the feet of Christ. That church needs a fresh rediscovery of his gospel in all its beauty. It 
needs to prayerfully reconsider everything it believes and practices. Nothing is gained by merely 
repackaging the church in forms more attractive to outsiders. 
First and foremost, the gospel of Christ must be fully believed and embraced by our churches. That 
is more profound than a momentary upsurge of enthusiasm. The need of our times is nothing less 
than the re-Christianization of our churches, according to the gospel alone, in both doctrine and 
culture, by Christ himself. Nothing less than the beauty of Christ will suffice today, though what a 
renewed church will look like might, at present, lie beyond our imaginations.  3

We’re not saying we don’t have a gospel-centered culture.  But we do need to be vigilant to grow and 
guard that culture because what God will do with a gospel-centered church always lies beyond our 
imaginations and if we are truly gospel-centered then we know we are centered on God’s purpose for us. 

That is why gospel-centeredness must saturate everything that we do and that begins with gospel-
centered worship. 

Gospel-Centered Worship 

Before we get too far into this point let me make sure we are all on the same page.  There are two ways 
we’ll look at worship.  The first is corporate worship.  We are gathered here for corporate worship this 
morning.  Corporate in this instance doesn’t refer to a corporation.  Worship isn’t brought to you by the 
Home Depot or anything like that.  The word corporate actually has a Latin root and it means to form into 
a body.  That’s what we are this morning.  The body of Christ at First Baptist Church in Centralia 
assembled to worship Christ together, to celebrate the Lord’s Supper together, to sit under the teaching 

 https://www.acts29.com/a-gospel%C2%AD-centered-church/3
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of God’s Word together, and to pray together.  But when we walk out of here in a few minutes worship 
isn’t over.  That’s where we see that worship is more than just corporate worship, it is a way of life. 

Let me give you a quick definition of worship, it’s from D.A. Carson and it’s really just a glimpse of his full 
definition.  In a book titled Worship By the Book, Carson lays out a nearly 200-word definition of worship 
and then he spends 36 pages explaining that definition.  But I think the first few words are more than 
adequate to help us this morning: 

Worship is the proper response of all moral, sentient beings to God, ascribing all honor and worth to 
their Creator-God precisely because he is worthy, delightfully so.  4

Worship is how we respond to God and it’s really what we were created to do.  Everyone worships 
something, remember that.  It may be God, or a spouse, or a job, or money . . but whatever you’re 
devoting your time, resources, and thoughts to the most is what you worship. 

If you belong to Christ then worship is something you do—or should be striving to do—every moment of 
your life.  Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 10:31  31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do 
everything for the glory of God. 

Do what?  Everything.  When we gather here, is that worship?  Yes.  When we pray, when we study, when 
we drive to work, when we engage in recreation activities, are those things worship?  Paul thinks they 
should be.   

He goes on in Colossians 3 to write 17 And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

All of life is worship if we belong to Christ.  When we do things we enjoy, it’s because our Creator made 
that joy possible, so we praise Him.  When we struggle, we can still rejoice because God is the one who 
empowers us through His Holy Spirit to persevere.   

And this is only possible through gospel.  That’s why this is gospel-centered worship and not me-
centered worship.  If it’s me-centered then as soon as something bad happens it’s game over.  But the 
gospel gives meaning to everything we do.   

If we live in light of the reality that all of life is to be worship, that doesn’t mean the time we spend 
assembled becomes less important.  It actually takes on an entirely new gravity.  Everything that we do on 
Sunday morning in this room should be an outgrowth of the things we do the other 166 hours of the 

 https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justin-taylor/what-is-worship/4
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week.  We’ll pray, we’ll open Scripture, we’ll praise God together and we’ll encourage one another.  We 
do all those things gathered on Sunday mornings and we should continue on in all those things scattered 
throughout the week. 

The more we understand that disciples are to worship God in all of life the more Sunday morning matters 
to us.  We prepare for it, we arrange our schedules around it, we pray over it, and when it shows up we 
cherish it.  We should love to be in the same room with a group of people who we’d have no other reason 
to gather with if not for the gospel.  This time is when we practice the things together that we’ll put into 
action during the week as we seek to grow as disciples and see more disciples made. 

This is one of the distinctive I hope we take from this series.  Part of being a disciple-making church is that 
we Gather Together.  When we gather, we’re all here.  When we pray we all pray, when we take the Lord’s 
Supper, we all take it together, when we sing we all sing.  That last one might sting a little bit for some of 
us, right?  But the New Testament actually commands us to sing together.  Listen to Paul in Ephesians 5: 

15 Pay careful attention, then, to how you live—not as unwise people but as wise— 16 making the 
most of the time, because the days are evil. 17 So don’t be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s 
will is. 18 And don’t get drunk with wine, which leads to reckless living, but be filled by the Spirit: 
19 speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and making music with 
your heart to the Lord, 20 giving thanks always for everything to God the Father in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another in the fear of Christ. 

When we sing we’re declaring, both to God and to one another, His glory.  That’s what worship is and that 
is why we always sing when we come together.  Not just because He commanded it but because it’s a 
response.  And worshiping well when we’re together is one of the things that helps us to grow in doing it 
when we’re not. 

One of the peculiarities of making disciples is this: we’ll never see the finished product on this side of 
eternity.  We’ll never arrive at the point where we declare that we’re done.  If you’re here and you belong 
to Christ you are a disciple, but you’re not finished yet.  Gospel-centered worship is how we grow as 
disciples and it’s also how we make new disciples.  We recognize that we lost it all, Christ did it all, we get 
it all.  Worship is our response to that.  And it’s something we’re called to do in all of life.  Let’s pray. 
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