
Intro  
Good morning, First Baptist Family! We’re in the fourth and final week of our Disciple-Making Church 
series.  You can turn back to Matthew 28, if you have a Bible.  The goal of this study has been for us to get 
a big-picture overview of our mission and vision as a church.  We have three points to get to this morning 
and each of them could really warrant several sermons if we were to take a detailed look at them.  Maybe 
one day we’ll do just that.  But for now, we want to take a step back and see first who we are as as 
disciples of Jesus Christ, what it means to make disciples, and how we go about that work as a local 
church. 

So we are painting with a broad brush today and I’ll go ahead and tell you what our goal is by the end of 
our time together.  Our goal is that all of us can articulate in a simple way what making disciples looks like 
here at First Baptist Church.  Because we really believe that is why we’re here.  To-by the power of the 
Holy Spirit-take people who are separated from God and destined for hell, engage them with the good 
news of Jesus Christ, and disciple them to maturity as believers so that they can engage others with that 
same good news. 

Why is that the goal?  Because that’s the goal of the Great Commission.  It’s the purpose that Jesus left 
behind for his church.  Let’s see it in Matthew 28:16-20. 

16 The eleven disciples traveled to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had directed them. 
17 When they saw him, they worshiped, but some doubted. 18 Jesus came near and said to them, 
“All authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go, therefore, and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” 

There we have our commission as those who belong to Jesus Christ.  Let’s review just a few things as we 
set the stage for the three points we’re going to focus on this morning. 

First, the primary imperative of the Great Commission is to make disciples. What is a disciple?  It’s you and 
I if we belong to Christ.  To put it another way it’s those who have been saved.  We defined disciples this 
way earlier in the series: 

A disciple of Jesus Christ is a forgiven sinner who is being transformed to love God and others. 
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We found some encouragement last week in the reality that we cannot make disciples apart from a work 
of the Holy Spirit.  So we know that when we work to make disciples it’s a work that God is intimately 
involved in or it would never happen.  So God is actually partnering with us on His mission to make 
disciples for His glory. 

So if God’s people are to be about making disciples and this church is a gathering of people who belong 
to Christ, then it stands to reason that our primary purpose as a church should be to make disciples.  
We’re going to look at how that happens but I do want to clarify one thing first: this doesn’t mean we 
minimize evangelism.  In some of our minds discipleship and evangelism are wholly separate ideas.  
Some of that is because somewhere along the line we took discipleship and made it a thing that you do 
in an hour on Sunday nights, or we believe that it’s only something that super-spiritual people do.  But 
that couldn’t be further from the truth.  Evangelism is sharing the good news of Christ with the lost.  
Discipleship is everything that happens after God saves us.  Evangelism and discipleship have to be 
linked for us to do either one effectively.  If we leave out discipleship we’ve confused evangelism.  We’ve 
made it the finish line when the Bible shows us its the starting line.  If we ignore evangelism then there are 
no disciples to baptize and teach everything Jesus has commanded us—which is the rest of the Great 
Commission.   

So, how do we make disciples at First Baptist Church? 

Here’s the statement we are going to use to answer that question: 

First Baptist Church exists to glorify God by being disciples of Jesus Christ who make disciples 
through gospel-centered worship, fellowship, service, and engagement.   

That is how we make disciples.  Every activity of our church should grow out of that statement.  By way of 
review, we looked at two elements of that statement last week: gospel-centered and worship. 

We must—as an entire church—work to cultivate a culture that is saturated by the gospel.   

The gospel isn’t just good news for the lost or something that new Christians need to understand.  It’s the 
very truth that redefines who we are and what we are to be about.   

The gospel is news so simple it can be understood by a small child and yet so deep that is will take 
eternity for us to fully wrap our mind around all its implications.  And we live each day in its reality.  You 
are a forgiven sinner if you belong to Christ.  That changes everything that you do because your life isn’t 
yours anymore.  But it takes constantly preaching that gospel message to yourself to remain centered on 
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its truth everyday.  The gospel redefines who we are and we have to strive both as individuals and 
together as a church family to see that all we do is centered on the truth of the gospel. 

Second, we looked at gospel-centered worship.  Gospel-centered worship is the proper response to God 
for who He is and it comes out in all that we do.  Remember in 1 Corinthians 10:31 Paul wrote: So, 
whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God. And in Colossians 
3:17 And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him. 

All of life is worship.  We do it corporately, or as one body, on the Lord’s Day just as the church has been 
doing it for 2,000 years.  But that corporate gathering is an outgrowth of the worship that we do with the 
166 hours in a week that we aren’t assembled. 

The more we understand that disciples are to worship God in all of life the more Sunday morning matters 
to us.  We prepare for it, we arrange our schedules around it, we pray over it, and when it shows up we 
cherish it because as disciples worship is what we do!  

Ok, that’s where we’ve been.  Now let’s look at where we are headed. The three points we’re going to 
make in the rest of our time together actually grow out of the two points we made last week.  Here’s the 
whole thing again: 

First Baptist Church exists to glorify God by being disciples of Jesus Christ who make disciples 
through gospel-centered worship, fellowship, service, and engagement.   

Each of those statements is connected. Gospel-centered worship grows out of the love for God that is 
born when we acknowledge what Jesus Christ did on our behalf.  Why do we do what we do as 
Christians?  Because we love God.  That’s what Paul means I think in Ephesians 2:10 when he writes we 
are created for good works in Christ.  We see the majesty of what God has done to save us, the sacrifice 
He made, and we fall deeply in love with him out of gratitude for His goodness to us.  And the more we 
realize it the more we love Him.  Think about it this way: if someone walked into your Sunday School class 
today and said, ‘hey, I bought you a Coke.’ You’d think that was nice.  You’d say thank you.  But if they 
walked in and said, ‘hey, I paid off your mortgage.’ You’d responded completely differently.  That would 
be life-changing.  God did much more than that.  And so we respond in gospel-centered worship.   

And out of that gospel-centered, deep, personal and corporate worship of God comes a realization that 
we need gospel-centered fellowship. 

Gospel-Centered Fellowship 
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There are a number of words that fit this idea: relationships, community, participation, and a bunch of 
others really.  But we settled on fellowship because it most accurately reflects the idea from Scripture. The 
Greek word is koinonea and it’s found around 20 times in the New Testament.  It’s translated in various 
ways but it always carries with it an idea of participating together in the mission. 

When we lead gospel-centered lives we’re led to view all of life as worship and seeing life through that 
lens always leads us into participation with others.  Not just when we gather for corporate worship, but in 
everything we do as we seek to grow as disciples who make disciples. 

1 Corinthians 1:9  tells us we have koinonea with Jesus: 9 God is faithful; you were called by him into 
fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

And in Acts 2:42 we see that early disciples had that very same koinonea with one another: They devoted 
themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayer. 

You see, what disciples are to have with one another is more than friendship.  Friendship is built on some 
sort of common interest.  Friendship is me-centered.  To a degree it can be others-centered.  But for the 
most part, friendships are built on something you get from the relationship.  Gospel-centered fellowship 
is different.  It is built on the gospel—so it’s not performance driven.  You’re going to remain committed to 
the relationship no matter what the other person does or how they treat you—remember Jesus when He is 
asked how many times we’re to forgive?  His answer is essentially as many as it takes.   

Gospel-centered fellowship is supernatural.  There may be people who you’re in a Sunday School class 
with, or serving with, or worshipping alongside that you have absolutely nothing in common outside of 
your relationship with Christ.  And you can become extremely important in one another’s lives as you 
grow in fellowship even though your only bond is that of Christ. 

This is not only supernatural, I recognize this is both countercultural and even counterintuitive for many of 
us.  We live in an individualistic culture.  The ultimate marker for defining reality in our culture is how you 
feel.  Despite what the Bible, or common sense, or even science tells you, now the most important 
determining factor for your reality is how you feel about it.  And it’s not just the world out there, that line 
of thinking impacts us, too.  We’re fiercely independent.  We’re a ‘pull yourself up by your own bootstraps’ 
bunch if there ever was one.  Our heroes are John Wayne and John McClane.  We put our heads down 
and go at it alone.  But that doesn’t work when it comes to discipleship.  Nowhere in the Bible do we see 
Christians existing outside of the fellowship of other believers—and that is how God intended it.   
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Look at Ephesians 4:11-16: 11 And he himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12 equipping the saints for the work of ministry, to build up 
the body of Christ, 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of God’s Son, 
growing into maturity with a stature measured by Christ’s fullness. 14 Then we will no longer be 
little children, tossed by the waves and blown around by every wind of teaching, by human cunning 
with cleverness in the techniques of deceit. 15 But speaking the truth in love, let us grow in every 
way into him who is the head—Christ. 16 From him the whole body, fitted and knit together by every 
supporting ligament, promotes the growth of the body for building up itself in love by the proper 
working of each individual part. 

Here, the local church, the believers at Ephesus, are pictured as one body with Christ as the head.  God 
has built the body just as He wants it so that it will build itself up in love by the work of each individual 
part.  If you back up a few verses Paul explains how that happens:  The idea in verse 14 is that we become 
spiritually mature—no longer spiritually little children.  Another reminder of the importance of sound 
doctrine.  But in vv. 11-13 Paul shows us how this happens as we are in fellowship together.  Everyone in 
the body has different giftings that work in support of the ultimate goal—to present the whole body as 
mature.  And where do these gifts come from?  Verse 11 tells us that God gave them himself.  God has 
equipped us to affirm, encourage, and support one another as we grow in maturity. 

The writer of Hebrews understood this well:  He wrote in Hebrews 10:24 And let us watch out for one 
another to provoke love and good works, 25 not neglecting to gather together, as some are in the 
habit of doing, but encouraging each other, and all the more as you see the day approaching. 

Watch out for one another.  How? Provoke love and good works, meeting together and encouraging one 
another. 

We could spend even more time here but we need to move on to applying this idea.  How does gospel-
centered fellowship work itself out in our congregation as we seek to be disciples and make disciples? 

We briefly mentioned one distinction that grew out of our time last week.  It was that we gather together 
for corporate worship.  And we do that as a result of the lifestyle of worship each of us strive to live.  The 
second distinction of our church body is that we grow together.  We’ll add one more later and I hope 
these three distinctions are easy for us to remember and to put into practice.  A life of gospel-centered 
worship leads us to gather together.  And out of that gathering together grows a life gospel-centered 
fellowship.  It’s easy to point to where we’re gathering together.  That happens here on Sunday mornings.  
But how are you growing together?  Every person who is a part of the body of Christ here at First Baptist 
Church should be able to identify how/where you are growing together with other disciples.  For most of 
us that is going to be through a Sunday School class.  We have a number of classes meeting right now 
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and in fact, they’re talking about the implications of the Great Commission for how we do Sunday School.  
We also have some new classes getting ready to start.   

I want to say this in a way that is simple, blunt, and loving: if you’re not growing together with other 
disciples in gospel-centered fellowship you’re not fulfilling the Great Commission.  And we want that for 
you.  If you don’t know how to get into that kind of community, please come see me or pastor Scott.  We 
want to help you. 

It’s not just for you, or for the person sitting next to you.  This really is one of the primary ways God moves 
the Great Commission forward.  This gospel-centered fellowship is compelling even to outsiders.  Jesus 
even marks it as a way that the world will be able to identify us. John 13:34-35: 

34 “I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you are also to love one 
another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

Ok.  We could stay here a lot longer but we need to move on.  Gospel-centered fellowship leads us to 
gospel-centered service. 

Gospel-Centered Service 

One of the things that should mark our discipleship is tangible evidence that we are becoming more like 
Christ.  And to be like Christ is to be actively engaged in acts of service.  That is why this is gospel-
centered service.  Because it grows out of our understanding of how the Gospel is applied to our lives. 

Jesus said in Matthew 20:26b-28 whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 
27 and whoever wants to be first among you must be your slave; 28 just as the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

Just like worship, this happens both corporately and individually.   There are things we organize ourselves 
to do to serve one another and there are ways you’ll serve that grow out of your gospel-centered 
fellowship. 

There are 100 uses of the phrase ‘one another’ in the New Testament and they’re usually pointing 
disciples to the way they are to interact within the body of Christ.   Many of those point out ways we are to 1

serve one another.  It’s so important that Paul writes in Galatians 5:13: 

 https://overviewbible.com/one-another-infographic/1
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 For you were called to be free, brothers and sisters; only don’t use this freedom as an opportunity 
for the flesh, but serve one another through love. 14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one statement: 
Love your neighbor as yourself.  

This is an outgrowth of our fellowship.  That we love one another so much we are happy to serve one 
another (through love) and in doing so we are fulfilling what Jesus says is the great commandment.  
Remember our definition of disciple?  It’s that very same thing.  Serving one another is part of the process 
of being transformed to love God and love people. 

That’s why when we gather corporately we are always serving one another in some way.  Right now there 
are folks serving in the nursery, teaching children’s church, working on the media teams, etc.  Early this 
morning someone showed up to make coffee, some folks brought pastries for the fellowship breakfast, a 
number of you taught Sunday School for kids and adults.  On Wednesdays we feed about 125 people 
here every week.  We open our food pantry every month.  Those things don’t happen without us loving 
one another enough to serve. 

So there’s a gathered aspect to our serving one another.  There’s also a scattered aspect to it.  Because we 
don’t just serve believers.  We’re marked as different by the way that we serve people outside the walls of 
this building.  

A lot of things happen in our facility throughout the week.  And that’s good, but it brings with it the 
inherent risk of becoming inward-focused.  We set ourselves up here in the middle of town and expect 
people just to notice and come to us.  That’s not how God intends His church to function.  We’re different 
from the world and we are to go out among them, serve them, and allow them to see why we’re different.   

That has always been true of God’s people.  Listen to what he told Israel back in Micah 6:8: 

Mankind, he has told each of you what is good 
and what it is the Lord requires of you: 
to act justly, 
to love faithfulness, 
and to walk humbly with your God. 

This is how God’s people are supposed to walk among nonbelievers.  This verse is pulled from a passage 
where God is passing judgment on His people for not carrying out these very truths.   

When there is a need in this community, who should meet it?  The Christians.  Why?  Because we’re 
different.  We get that this life isn’t about us.  And so we should care deeply about the needs in our town.  
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When our schools need something, do you know who should be first in line to help?  Us! When kids are 
hungry, when widows are struggling, when someone in a nursing home is lonely, who has God put in this 
community to meet those needs?  Us!  

We learn to serve each other within the walls of this building so that we can grow hearts that desire to 
serve others outside this building so that the next piece of our mission goes forward.  We practice gospel-
centered service because its one of the primary ways we are led to gospel-centered engagement. 

Gospel-Centered Engagement 

All that serving remains incomplete unless it is accompanied by the gospel.  Gospel-centered 
engagement means that we intentionally enter into relationships with lost people and verbally share the 
good news of Christ with them because that is the only way people get saved.   

This is where discipleship begins.  Identifying the lost around us and committing to share the gospel with 
them.  We’ll see what that means in a minute but let me start with a couple of things it doesn’t mean: 

It doesn’t mean inviting them to church.  That’s not bad, but remember the goal is not to get them 
through the doors of this building.  The goal is to get them to Christ.  When they come to church they’ll 
hear the gospel—which is good—but we are more effective as disciple makers when it’s you sharing the 
gospel with them and not me.  Because if you’re doing it, you’ve already laid the foundation for gospel-
centered fellowship.   

It also doesn’t mean modeling for them what the Christian life looks like.  We can be great examples of 
moral people—but that will only inspire them to be moral people.  There will be a lot of moral people in 
hell.  Muslims, Buddhists, and Hindus are some of the most moral people you’ll ever meet.  But they’re far 
from God.  To practice gospel-centered engagement we have to share the gospel.   

That’s how disciples are made.  Listen to Paul in Romans 10.  We read this last week but it important 
enough to see again: 

9 If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved. 10 One believes with the heart, resulting in righteousness, and one 
confesses with the mouth, resulting in salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, Everyone who believes 
on him will not be put to shame, 12 since there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, because 
the same Lord of all richly blesses all who call on him. 13 For everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved. 
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That shows us what God does—He saves based on the right confession of the heart.  But then Paul goes 
on to show us how He carries out that saving work: 

14 How, then, can they call on him they have not believed in? And how can they believe without 
hearing about him? And how can they hear without a preacher? 15 And how can they preach unless 
they are sent? As it is written: How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news. **(Leave on 
screen)** 

To really see it you have to read those verses backwards.  How are people saved?  Well, they’re saved by 
the good news (end of verse 15) and someone has to take them that good news, those are the people 
with the beautiful feet.  How does that good news get to them?  Someone is sent to bring it to them and 
those who are sent preach (that doesn’t just mean what I’m doing here it means to proclaim the gospel 
which is something that all of us are to do).  We proclaim the message so that they can hear it working 
back into verse 14 and they hear the message, then they believe the message and when the Holy Spirit 
works in their heart to give them the grace to believe the message they call on him and when they call on 
him they’re saved. 

We make disciples through gospel-centered worship, fellowship, service, and engagement.  We do all 
those things both together, and as individuals.  Especially that last one.  Engagement is tough, sharing the 
gospel is tough.  But it becomes easier when you do it with other believers.  This is where our third 
distinctive comes in.  We gather together, we grow together, and we go together. 

That’s how I hope you remember this series.  If someone asks you what does it meant to be a part of the 
FBC Family?  You actively gather together, grow together, and go together.  You gather together for 
gospel-centered corporate worship—which is just an outgrowth of the lifestyle of worship we strive to 
lead.  We grow together through gospel-centered fellowship and service.  And we go together in gospel-
centered service and engagement.   

If we have 200 people committed to this disciple making work, I’m telling you it will change the makeup 
of this town.  Let’s pray together.
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