
Genesis 22 
Good morning! We are gathered together today because He is Risen, amen?  And it is 
because He is risen that we can rejoice. The message of Easter is a message of rescue.  

Scripture teaches that you and I are sinners.  God has set a standard of perfection that you 
and I could never meet.  Because we don’t meet the moral standard He requires and 

because He is so holy that all our attempts at being good fall vastly short of His standard, we 
are sinners.  Sin, the Bible teaches, brings forth death.  Paul writes in the book of Romans 

that the wages of sin—the earning of sin, the outcome of sin—is death.   Death exists 
because sin exists.  

We are separated from God because of our sin and not only that but because he’s a just and 
righteous God we are under His wrath.  Because he is just and righteous, He has to punish 

sin.  Without Easter all of us here in this room would be destined to spend our eternity in a 
place called Hell separated from everyone you ever loved; enduring the wrath of a righteous 

and angry God.  That’s bad news.  Easter is the good news.
The resurrection is the most important event in the history of mankind.  God displayed His 

commitment to redeeming helpless people by putting His Son in their place.
1 John 2:2 says that Jesus himself is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours, 

but also for those of the whole world.  Jesus was sacrificed in our place to appease the wrath 
of God and Romans 8:1 tells us that because of the story of Easter. . . there is now no 

condemnation for those in Christ Jesus. 
We sang this morning the words John Wesley wrote in 1739:

Where, O death, is now thy sting?
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Once he died our souls to save
Where's thy victory, boasting grave? 

Soar we now where Christ has led,
Following our exalted Head, 

Made like him, like him we rise,1

The story of Easter is that God sent His one and only son, Jesus Christ—who came as fully 
God and fully man—to rescue a people for Himself.  Jesus was not born with our 

predisposition to sin, he lived up to God’s perfect standard, and died as a sacrifice in our 
place.  God poured out the wrath that was destined for you and I on His own Son so that we 

could enter into a relationship with Him forever.  That’s why John 3:16 can say that God so 
loved the world that He gave His only Son that whoever believes in Him will have everlasting 

life.  
That’s what we learn when we look back at that first resurrection Sunday, when—on the third 

day after the crucifixion Jesus’ followers went to His tomb to mourn but the stone had been 
rolled away and He was alive again.  

We look back on that day and we celebrate because just as God raised Jesus from the dead 
we know He has brought us to life as well.  We can learn much by looking back at the cross.  

We can also learn much as we look forward to the cross.  
That’s what 39 of the 66 books in the Bible function to do.  The 39 books of the Old 

Testament look forward to the cross.  
This morning I think we will see just how clearly God lives out His love for us through the 

events of Easter as we dig into the life of a man named Abraham.
Because, Easter is not primarily about us.  We certainly reap the benefit but the main 

character of the story our Lord. Easter is the story of God’s love for us and it is illustrated in 
Genesis 22.

While you turn there I want to catch us up to speed on the relationship that God had with 
Abraham up to this point. Their relationship began back in chapter 12 when Abraham left Ur, 

 Charles Wesley, 17391
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where he lived, because God promised him that he would bless him and that all the nations 
of the earth would be blessed through him.  Abraham to that point had no relationship with 

the one true God that we’re aware of.  The people who lived in Ur in those days were 
pagans, they worshipped many gods. But the one true God spoke to Abraham. 

So he followed God’s leading in his life to the land of Canaan.  God’s promise to Abraham 
didn’t come to fruition right away.  In fact, it was still many years away but God promised 

Abraham He would be faithful to His Word.  Abraham faltered in numerous ways, but God 
was always faithful to His promise.   

Genesis 15:6 tells us that (Abraham) believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as 
righteousness.  

The issue that was troubling for Abraham was that for God’s promise to come to fruition he 
would have to have a son.  God had told him his offspring would be as numerous as the dust 

of the earth. No one can count the dust, so your family will be so large that it cannot be 
counted.  A large family meant blessing and status in Abraham’s time so God was essentially 

promising Abraham the greatest life imaginable.  The problem, however, was that Abraham 
had no children and he and his wife Sarah were very old.  Genesis 21 tells us Abraham was 

100 when Isaac was born.  100 years old and decades upon decades of awaiting God’s 
promise to come true and here was Isaac, the son of the promise.  We can see that 

Abraham’s understanding of God was growing more full when, at the end of chapter 21 he 
calls God El Olam, the everlasting God.  

Genesis 22 is the story of Abraham’s faith reaching perhaps the strongest point of any 
person recorded in Scripture.  But Abraham really isn’t even the main character of his own 

story.  This is the story of God and His love as he makes provision for His people.  Let’s dive 
into this passage together:

Genesis 22:1-14
After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!”

I think God inspired Moses to include this line to take the edge off this story for you and I.  
This is the emergency broadcast system warning, but it’s followed by “this is only a test.”  
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Abraham isn’t privy to this fact.  For Abraham this is real.  This is not a drill.  Why would God 
test Abraham?  He’s already been through a lot of ups and downs.  

I want to pause right here for just a moment because some of us probably need to catch this 
today: Don’t think that God’s number one priority is your own personal comfort.  My fear for 

us, church, is that some of us think that if we’re faithful to God, if we try to raise our families 
the right way, if we show up here every week, we serve, we tithe . . .that if we do those things  

that God will make our lives easy.  We won’t get sick, we’ll get along with our spouses, our 
cars won’t break down, and on and on.  God never promises us comfort.  He desires to make 

us a holy people.  One of the ways that He does that is by allowing circumstances into your 
life that cause you to live out the faith you say that you have.  He doesn’t test Abraham so 

that he’ll sin. . .he tests Abraham so that his faith can be put into action.
James 1:13 that “the Lord never tempts us so as to cause us to sin” and that God’s purposes 

in testing are to “refine” his people.  Some of you are being refined right now.  I urge you, 
church, to press on through the testing so that your faith will grow and you’ll come out on the 

other side of your testing with a faith that has been refined. . .so that you’ll be more like your 
Savior.

Sorry, that was a little bit of an aside but in preparing this sermon it seemed to me like that 
needed to be out there and now it is.

You and I know this is a test, which is good because what God says next seems far out of 
character given our understanding of who God is.

Abraham answers in verse 1:
“Here I am,” he answered.

“Take your son,” he said, “your only son Isaac, whom you love, go to the land of 
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you 

about.”
Whoa.  This is tough to reconcile, isn’t it?  A good God commanding a father to sacrifice his 

son.  Throughout Christian history people have struggled with this verse.  Maybe you’re fine 
with it, maybe you’ve studied this already. . but I don’t want us to gloss over it.  God must be 
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at work doing something big if He’s commanding such a monumental sacrifice from 
Abraham.  This son, who Abraham had longed for for decades is to be the sacrifice.  

What God was commanding would have been beyond gut-wrenching for Abraham.  
According to Kent Hughes: To an ancient Middle Easterner, “burnt offering” suggested a 

process: first cutting the offering’s throat, then dismemberment, and then a sacrifice 
by fire in which the body parts were completely consumed on the altar. This is the 

horror Abraham imagined, with his own son the sacrifice.2

I don’t know about you but I read that and cringe. We learn much of Abraham’s faith from the 

next verse because we’ll see that he’s immediately obedient. Though I don’t want us to miss 
that there is much more going on here than one man and his son.  I want you to see that 

God has already started dropping little arrows in this text that point us to something greater.  
Let’s re-read God’s statement: “Take your son your only son Isaac, whom you love.”  If 

you’ve been around church very long you may notice a familiar echo in that verse.  John 
3:16 in the CSB reads this way: For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one 

and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal 
life.  

We need to know that God inspired Genesis 22:2 to be written this way on purpose.  If you’re 
familiar with Abraham’s story you’ll know that he’d had another son, Ishmael, with Sarah’s 

servant Hagar.  Hagar and Ishmael had left Abraham’s family earlier in the story and so as 
far as the custom of the time carried—Abraham had one son.  But I fully believe God sets up 

Abraham’s test in Genesis 22 to mirror the sacrifice of Jesus that we’re celebrating today.  
We’ll see it more as we read further:

So Abraham got up early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took with him two of 
his young men and his son Isaac. He split wood for a burnt offering and set out to go 

to the place God had told him about. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the 
place in the distance. Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the 

donkey. The boy and I will go over there to worship; then we’ll come back to you.” 

Hughes, R. Kent. Genesis: Beginning and Blessing (Preaching the Word) (p. 301). Crossway. Kindle Edition. 2

�5



Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac. In his hand 
he took the fire and the knife, and the two of them walked on together.

Though I don’t believe it to be the primary point of this passage, let’s not overlook the 
audacity of Abraham’s faith in this passage.  Abraham is obedient to God’s call to go, he 

arrives where God leads him and then he tells the young men who were with them, “Stay 
here with the donkey. The boy and I will go over there to worship; then we’ll come back to 

you.” Who’s going over?  And who’s coming back? 
Abraham’s faith and foresight are staggering.  The New Testament gives us more insight into 

Abraham’s frame of mind here.  Paul writes in Romans 4 that he did not waver in unbelief at 
God’s promise but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, because he was fully 

convinced that what God had promised, he was also able to do.
Abraham was fully convinced that because God had promised that a nation was to be born 

from Isaac’s bloodline that even if Abraham sacrificed him God would raise him somehow 
from the dead.  That’s why he says “we” are going over and “we” will be back.

Hebrews 11:17-19 helps us to be convinced of it:
By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac. He received the promises and 

yet he was offering his one and only son, the one to whom it had been said, Your 
offspring will be called through Isaac. He considered God to be able even to raise 

someone from the dead; therefore, he received him back, figuratively speaking.
Not only was Abraham’s faith so fully placed in God’s power that He expected God to be able 

to raise Isaac from the dead after he was sacrificed, I think God revealed the some kind of 
idea of the Messiah as a sacrifice for sin to Abraham.  That’ the only way to make sense of 

what Jesus says in John 8. He’s being questioned about who He is and he said in verse 
56, Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day; he saw it and was glad.

I think this is what Jesus meant. I think Abraham, by the grace of God, was able to somehow 
understand the idea ahead of time that God will provide the sacrifice Himself.  It’s in the text 

of Genesis 22 as we read on:
Then Isaac spoke to his father Abraham and said, “My father.”

And he replied, “Here I am, my son.”
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Isaac said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for the burnt 
offering?”

Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my 
son.” Then the two of them walked on together.

I’m convinced that on some level Abraham understood the big idea that I want us to see from 
this passage today.  That the Lord would provide a substitute, that God would bear the 

punishment himself, that God would pay the price of sin himself. That’s why when John the 
Baptist sees Jesus, he says, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” 

There’s a substitute. Behold the Lamb of God who’s the substitute. What Abraham saw, what 
caused him to rejoice was that God would see to it that He himself would provide a 

substitute. And He does.  Let’s finish the passage:
When they arrived at the place that God had told him about, Abraham built the altar 

there and arranged the wood. He bound his son Isaac and placed him on the altar on 
top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out and took the knife to slaughter his son.

But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!”
He replied, “Here I am.”

Then he said, “Do not lay a hand on the boy or do anything to him. For now I know 
that you fear God, since you have not withheld your only son from me.” Abraham 

looked up and saw a ram caught in the thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and 
took the ram and offered it as a burnt offering in place of his son. And Abraham 

named that place The Lord Will Provide, so today it is said: “It will be provided on the 
Lord’s mountain.”

God provided a substitute sacrifice for Abraham.  The father and the son walked back down 
the mountain together. Imagine Abraham’s joy.  Imagine his elation because God provided 

the sacrifice.  That’s what this story is really about.  Abraham’s faith is amazing. . .but the 
point of the story—and the point of Easter—is that God provided a sacrifice.

Hundreds of years later in the very same region, God’s own son carried the wood up the 
mountain.  Jesus carried his own cross, was placed on it and died as a sacrifice for all those 

who will have faith in Him.
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Christianity is not primarily about how you must obey God, but what God did for you. 
Jesus is the Son who obeyed perfectly, who would die in your place so you could go 

free. You only have to believe and receive this. — JD Greear3

Easter is about God’s perfect, reconciling love for mankind.  Easter is about how much God 

loves His people.  You, if you belong to Jesus Christ.  Romans 5:8 tells us that God proves 
his own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

And it’s not just that Christ died. . .but that God loves you so much that He killed His Son for 
you.  When Abraham raised the knife to Isaac, God stopped him.  Because of His love for us, 

God didn’t stop himself from crushing Jesus.  Jesus, being fully God, didn’t stop the anguish 
himself.  

Isaiah 53 clearly shows us what type of savior Jesus would be: 
3 He was despised and rejected by men, 

a man of suffering who knew what sickness was. 
He was like someone people turned away from; 

he was despised, and we didn’t value him.
4 Yet he himself bore our sicknesses, 

and he carried our pains; 
but we in turn regarded him stricken, 

struck down by God, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced because of our rebellion, 

crushed because of our iniquities; 
punishment for our peace was on him, 

and we are healed by his wounds.  
6 We all went astray like sheep; 

we all have turned to our own way; 
and the Lord has punished him  

for the iniquity of us all.

 https://www.summitrdu.com/message/surrender-to-me-and-multiply/3
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7 He was oppressed and afflicted, 
yet he did not open his mouth. 

Like a lamb led to the slaughter  
and like a sheep silent before her shearers, 

he did not open his mouth. 
8 He was taken away because of oppression and judgment; 

and who considered his fate? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living; 

he was struck because of my people’s rebellion. 
9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 

but he was with a rich man at his death, 
because he had done no violence 

and had not spoken deceitfully.
10 Yet the Lord was pleased to crush him severely. 

When you make him a guilt offering, 
he will see his seed, he will prolong his days, 

and by his hand, the Lord’s pleasure will be accomplished.
When I say God killed His Son for you it might make you flinch, but look again at the way 

Isaiah said about the Messiah’s sacrifice:
struck down by God

the Lord has punished him  
the Lord was pleased to crush him severely

and this isn’t some kind of holy child abuse.  Jesus had full power to cry “stop”, but as Isaiah 
said He was like a sheep silent before her shearers, he did not open his mouth.

Why is Easter such a big deal?  We sinned and separated ourselves from God.  The only 
way to pay for our sin was through the shedding of blood—the penalty for sin is death.  God, 

planning from the very beginning to reconcile us to Himself, sent His Son for the express 
purpose of dying to pay our debt and God actively participated in pouring out the wrath that 
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you and I earned for ourselves on His son so that He could ransom us back.  Because God 
is Holy, His wrath toward sin had to be appeased.  

God sacrificed Jesus so that He could win you and He did it for His own glory so that we can 
worship him for eternity.

That’s the message of God’s love.  Look how it diverges from the message the world sends 
you:

We live in a world that constantly tells you you’re inadequate.  You’re not smart enough, not 
attractive enough, not rich enough, not happy enough, not healthy enough.  Yet when we 

had absolutely nothing to offer Him, God gave His Son in our place.  Jesus died willingly in 
our place.  That’s the message of Easter.  What Abraham saw looking forward to the cross, 

we can see more clearly looking back to the cross.  We see an act of love so radical that we 
have to be motivated to respond to it.  

We respond first, the Bible tells us by acknowledging that we need salvation and the Jesus 
alone can save.  Romans 10:9-10 tells us that if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is 

Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”
Through His Holy Spirit God grants us the grace to believe this statement by faith and we go 

from spiritually dead to spiritually alive in Jesus Christ.  He no longer looks on your failings, 
he looks on Christ’s finish work on your behalf.  

But we need to know that when this confession is truly made it will have life-changing effects.  
It permeates everything that you do.  It changes the way you go about operating in this 

world.  James the brother of Jesus wrote in chapter two of his letter preserved for us in the 
New Testament that Abraham’s faith was shown to be complete by the way He lived it out.  

By being willing to trust God enough to offer up Isaac.
When you place your faith in Jesus Christ as your only hope in life and death it changes how 

you interact with God and how you interact with people.
One of my greatest concerns as a pastor is this: that we would have people who equate 

showing up here once a week with a saving relationship with Jesus Christ.  The truth of the 
Gospel demands our obedience to its call.  If you truly understand the Gospel it will permeate 

every fiber of who you are.  It will change how you treat your spouse, you kids, your parents, 
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your boss and co-workers, your teachers, it will impact your innermost thoughts when you’re 
alone.  The Gospel demands that we yield our former way of life and live like as a new 

creation.  That doesn’t mean you’ll never sin.  But you’ll have a new desire for holiness.  My 
fear is that we have people here who have no desire for obedience, no desire to love others 

more than yourself, no desire to grow toward and intimate relationship with God.  You come 
here, check the box, and go home and think that is a relationship with Christ.  If that is you I 

want to lovingly, as your pastor, tell you that I’m gravely concerned for you.  Because I fear 
that, though you know some information about Jesus, you haven’t experienced the 

transformation that is necessitated by the Gospel and you’re in grave danger of spending 
eternity in hell.

The message of Easter is that Jesus died willingly in your place and God raised Him from the 
dead on Easter Sunday some 2,000-plus years ago and that He has raised us up along with 

him so that we are no longer spiritually dead but we are alive to God and will be alive with 
God for eternity. The penalty for your sin is paid for today and you are covered by the 

righteousness of Jesus Christ.
Some of you need to be covered by that righteousness for the first time today.  Maybe this is 

brand new information to you or maybe you thought you’d been covered by it along time ago 
but either way today can be the day that you go from death to life.  

Others are believers already but you have an Isaac that you need to let go of this morning.  
Abraham was obedient to give God the most prized thing in his life, the son of the promise.  

Some of you are here, you’re believers, but you’re holding on to something that you’ve 
sought comfort in since before you knew Jesus Christ and you’ve never really let it go.  If 

church surveys are accurate, in a room this size we have people who claim to be Christians 
who are addicted to pornography, are addicted to a substance (alcohol, drugs, pills, 

cigarettes, whatever it may be), who are engaging in pre-marital sex, who are serial gossips, 
who are not generous with their time or with their money.  All these things are things we can 

turn to for comfort but they will ultimately leave us empty and we should open our hands to 
God and ask Him to free us from these things that have us in bondage as we hold them back 

from Him.
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Some of us need to meet Jesus Christ for the first time, some of us need to repent, others 
are, like Abraham, right in the middle of your test.  You have faith in God and He’s allowed 

circumstances into your life that put that faith to the test.  Notice that Abraham didn’t journey 
alone. He took a couple of people along with he and Isaac.  God didn’t give you the gift of 

faith, send a challenge into your life to refine your faith, and expect you to face that challenge 
alone.  He’s given you the Holy Spirit and he’s also given you a church family.  Some of you 

need to let others in on your struggle so that we can bear it alongside you and come out the 
other side with a testimony to His goodness.  We have health struggles, marriage struggles, 

family struggles, work struggles.  You don’t have to bear those burdens alone.  
What’s God doing in your life this Easter?  In this moment how is He calling you to respond?  

We’re going to have a few moments of silence and I’d ask that you pray to the Father asking 
Him that question.  Then I’m going to pray over us all before we enter into a time of 

response.
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