
Intro  
We are kicking off 2019 with a sermon series that is different from anything we’ve 
done since I have been here at First Baptist Church.  So far we have studied either 
entire books of Scripture or large sections of books, breaking down the text section-
by-section as we go.  We practice what most people call expository preaching, which 
just means that our sermons will be from a specific text and the main point of that 
text will be the main point of the sermon.  God has given us his Word in the form of 
66 books of the Bible and they contain everything we need to know and understand 
to be saved and to grow as Christians.   

As long as I’m here, I’m never going to be concerned with cutesy or catchy sermon 
series theme ideas that meet felt needs, ok?  You don’t need to know how your life 
can become 50 Shades of Great.  I had some time over the Christmas break so I 
looked up a few .  One church did a series titled ‘Right on the Money’ and the 
picture was Andrew Jackson from the $20 bill wearing aviator sunglasses.  One 
church did a series last month called ‘Not Your Grandma’s Christmas.’  I don’t even 
know what that means.  Those things are catchy, and they’re probably fun.  But I fully 
believe that all of us in this room are going to be better off if we stick to just teaching 
Scripture verse-by-verse as it is written.  We’ll spend the vast majority of our time on 
Sundays here doing just that.  Later this year we’ll study the book of Jude from the 
New Testament and later on we’ll be in Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount from Matthew 
5-7.   

All that being said, from time-to-time we’ll take a break from going through specific 
books and look at what the Bible says as a whole about a specific topic or idea.  
We’ll do that twice this year, in fact.  Later this spring we’ll look at what the Bible says 
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about the mission of a local church like this one.  That series will start the last Sunday 
in February and I really think it will be a transformative time for the future of our 
church.  Our Sunday School classes will be doing some things along those same 
lines for those few weeks.   

For the next three weeks, though, we’ll be exploring one topic.  And actually, even 
though I said this won’t be an expository series, really the one topic we are exploring 
is a bit of an exposition of a single verse.  In Genesis 1:27  we read ‘So God created 
man in his own image;’ 

We’ll set that verse in its context shortly, but first let’s take a look at that big picture 
image.  What does it mean that God made humans in His own image? Over the next 
three weeks that’s really what we are going to explore.  We’ll answer that question in 
three ways.  First, it means that humanity is unique among all God’s creation.  That’s 
our focus this morning.  Next week we’ll see that while we are created in God’s 
image, that we have been created distinctly male and female and that matters in 
God’s plan for creation.  We’ll close this study on January 20 by seeing that in light of 
our unique office as image-bearers and all that means, we must value the dignity of 
human life in every way.  That will coincide with national Sanctity of Human Life 
Sunday, so we’ll have a few other elements as a part of our service that morning also. 

Now that we know where we’re going and a little bit about the why, let’s jump in.  
We’re going to be camped out in Genesis 1 for the next three weeks.  We’ll move 
around quite a bit but this is our base camp.  We’ll start here each week and then 
branch off to explore a different facet of the verses we’re about to read.  Genesis 
1:26-31: 

26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness. 
They will rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock, the whole 
earth, and the creatures that crawl on the earth.” 
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27 So God created man 
in his own image; 
he created him in the image of God; 
he created them male and female. 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, 
and subdue it. Rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and every creature 
that crawls on the earth.” 29 God also said, “Look, I have given you every seed-
bearing plant on the surface of the entire earth and every tree whose fruit 
contains seed. This will be food for you, 30 for all the wildlife of the earth, for 
every bird of the sky, and for every creature that crawls on the earth—everything 
having the breath of life in it—I have given every green plant for food.” And it 
was so. 31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good indeed. Evening 
came and then morning: the sixth day. 

This is the Word of the Lord, may He add His eternal blessing to it.  Let’s pray. 

In Genesis 1 we are dealing with the account of how God created all that exists.  It’s 
probably not new for many of you but I don’t want us to miss out on its majesty.   

I grew up in East Tennessee and the Smoky Mountains were a part of life.  They 
loomed in the distance every day.  You’d see their peaks coated with a layer of snow 
and that’s how you’d know that winter had really arrived.  But I never full appreciated 
their majesty until I moved to the Midwest and then returned home for the first time.  
I grew up in a town called Dandridge and when you drive from the exit off Interstate 
40 into the old part of town you go down a hill and you can see the mountains rising 
up over Douglas Lake.  It’s really awe-inspiring and I’ll never forget how much I was 
struck by it that first time I drove into town after living in Iowa. .  .but it wasn’t a new 
sight.  I drove that route on my way home from school every day growing up.  I was 
so used to the view I forgot how amazing it was.  I pray we never do that with 
Scripture. 
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Let’s not gloss over the fact that we read in Genesis 1 of a God who spoke 
everything you see, and everything you don’t see, into existence.  Moses 
demonstrates to us how powerful our God is by showing us that He is a God who 
creates out of nothing.  That can’t be replicated.  No other being can create anything 
out of nothing.   

I demonstrated this to a group of students once by bringing a student to the front of 
the room and asking him to create something.  He first asked for a pencil, but I told 
him he had to create it fully on his own.  Do you know what he did?  He spit.  That’s 
pretty good, but do you know what?  We can’t even create saliva if we don’t have 
hydration from an outside source.  If you go a few days without water you won’t even 
be able to create spit anymore.   

Genesis 1 tells us of a God who created a universe that is so vast humans will never 
be able to comprehend it all, much less explore it all and He did simply by speaking 
it into existence.  And He accomplished it all in six days.  He spent three days 
creating the world and three days filling it with life.  And the last thing God created, 
the pinnacle of His creative work in the universe was man.  Now, I need to be specific 
here.  The pinnacle of God’s creative work is not men—despite what some of us think, 
gentlemen.  When I say man—and I’ll say it several times in the next three weeks—I 
mean humanity as a whole.  Mankind.  Up until recently, that has been a standard 
way to refer to the human race.  We’ll talk next week about how that’s changing and 
why, but just know that when I say man is the pinnacle of God’s creative work in the 
universe I mean all of humanity. 

And I’m not saying that man is the pinnacle of God’s creative work because I’m really 
a fan of humanity.  We have our faults.  It’s not my opinion, it’s what the Bible makes 
clear in Genesis and elsewhere. 

There’s a refrain in Genesis 1.  When God creates, it is good.  Verse 4: God saw that 
the light was good; verse 10: 10 God called the dry land “earth,” and the gathering 
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of the water he called “seas.” And God saw that it was good. Verse 12: 12 The earth 
produced vegetation: seed-bearing plants according to their kinds and trees 
bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 
Verses 17-18: 17 God placed them in the expanse of the sky to provide light on the 
earth, 18 to rule the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And 
God saw that it was good. Verse 21: So God created the large sea-creatures and 
every living creature that moves and swarms in the water, according to their kinds. 
He also created every winged creature according to its kind. And God saw that it 
was good. And verse 25: So God made the wildlife of the earth according to their 
kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that crawl on the 
ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.  

Six times in 16 verses, Moses teaches us that when God creates, it is good.  But then 
something changes.  God creates man in His own image in verse 27 and when we 
see the end of the sixth day the refrain changes.  Look at verse 31 again:  God saw 
all that he had made, and it was very good indeed. 

Man is a different creation.  Made in God’s own image and very good indeed.  
Something different happened when God created man.  What’s different?  Why is 
man different than all the other creatures?   

We’re going to look at four things that make man unique among all created things 
that I think will help us start to understand what it means to be made in the image of 
God. 

First, man is a uniquely spiritual creation.  We see the work of the Trinity with special 
when it comes to the creation of man.  All three persons of the Godhead are 
involved in all creation.  In Genesis 1:2 we read: Now the earth was formless and 
empty, darkness covered the surface of the watery depths, and the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the surface of the waters.  
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There we see the Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit.  John 1 speaks to the Son’s 
involvement in creation: 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 All things were 
created through him, and apart from him not one thing was created that has been 
created. John goes on to tell us that very Word became flesh in the person of Jesus 
Christ. 

So the Trinity is involved in all creation, but uniquely so when it comes to humanity.  
God says in Genesis 1:26 “Let us make man in our image.” Genesis 2 gives us more 
detail on how that creation occurred.  We learn in 2:7— 
Then the Lord God formed the man out of the dust from the ground and 
breathed the breath of life into his nostrils, and the man became a living being. 

Genesis 1:30, and 7:15, use those same Hebrew words for “soul” and “spirit” to refer 
to the lives of animals—it’s translated ‘breath of life’ in the CSB. But only Adam is 
reported to have received his soul by God directly breathing it into him.  

Beyond that, of all of God’s creatures, only human beings are said to have a spiritual 
existence after our bodies die. Only human beings will be resurrected on the last 
day, as we read in John 5:28-29. And Revelation shows that only human beings will 
be either punished forever in hell, or rewarded forever in the new heaven and new 
earth. 

The Trinity was uniquely involved in the creation of man, and man is a unique 
spiritual being—an eternal being.  Everything else created will one day pass away.  
But the soul of man exists forever. 

Second, we learn man is a unique creation due to his office,  or the position he 
holds in the created order.  We’ve mentioned that noting else was created in God’s 
image, nothing else is called very good, but it goes even deeper than that.  Man is 
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given the position of children of God by virtue of our creation.  We can see it in 
Genesis 5:1-3: 

This is the document containing the family records of Adam. On the day that 
God created man, he made him in the likeness of God; 2 he created them male 
and female. When they were created, he blessed them and called them 
mankind. 
3 Adam was 130 years old when he fathered a son in his likeness, according to 
his image, and named him Seth. 

Notice what Moses does here as he very intentionally orders the words of this text.  
Just as human offspring are created in the likeness of their parents, so humanity is 
created in the likeness of God.  God didn’t just create us dispassionately.  God 
created us as His own children in His own likeness—a representation of Himself here 
in his creation. 

Early Hebrews, when they read Moses’ account of creation, would have understood 
this idea well.  They lived in a culture where kings were often considered gods, or at 
least the representatives of gods, here on earth.  They would erect statues and 
temples of false gods—images and likenesses of these gods—to be worshiped.   

Still today, when we really want to memorialize something, what do we do?  If you 
go to Philadelphia today and run up a flight of stairs near the Philadelphia Museum 
of Art you’ll see a statue with its arms raised victoriously.   It’s a statue of Rocky from 1

the various movies.   

Statues are a tangible link to something that happened long ago.  By creating us in 
His image, God has given us an office, or a position, that we will inhabit forever.  
You’re forever an image-bearer of God.  You’re separated from the rest of creation 

 https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/rocky-statue-reopens-philadelphia-10137681
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forever.  You’re different than dogs, cats, horses, trees, and all other created things 
(even angels).  That has a number of implications and we’ll discuss them further in a 
couple of weeks.   

But with that position comes a purpose.  The Bible records specific instruction from 
God to man.  That’s another unique facet of our creation.  We don’t see God telling 
spiders to be disgusting or cats to be emotionally distant but we do see Him 
immediately after creating humanity give a mandate.  Let’s read verse 28 again: 

28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and 
subdue it. Rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and every creature that crawls 
on the earth.” 

Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it—rule over it.  That’s the purpose of 
humanity.  Fill God’s creation with God’s image-bearers and to rule over the rest of 
creation as image-bearers.  The what is clear right from the beginning in Genesis 1.  
The purpose of humanity is to fill be fruitful, multiply, and rule.  What’s not as clear in 
Genesis 1 is the why.  Why did God set this task in front of the pinnacle of His 
creation? 

We can be helped, I think, by looking ahead to Isaiah 43.  The first seven verses will 
be on the screen: 

Now this is what the Lord says— 
the one who created you, Jacob, 
and the one who formed you, Israel— 
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
I have called you by your name; you are mine. 
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Isaiah 43 is written in a moment when Israel needed comfort.  What Isaiah does is 
point God’s people back to a time when God delivered them from an even darker 
time in their history.  He continues: 

2 I will be with you 
when you pass through the waters, 
and when you pass through the rivers, 
they will not overwhelm you. 
You will not be scorched 
when you walk through the fire, 
and the flame will not burn you. 
3 For I am the Lord your God, 
the Holy One of Israel, and your Savior. 
I have given Egypt as a ransom for you, 
Cush and Seba in your place. 
4 Because you are precious in my sight 
and honored, and I love you, 
I will give people in exchange for you 
and nations instead of your life. 
5 Do not fear, for I am with you; 
I will bring your descendants from the east, 
and gather you from the west. 
6 I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 
and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back!’ 
Bring my sons from far away, 
and my daughters from the ends of the earth— 

Now, notice what he says in verse 7: 

7 everyone who bears my name 
and is created for my glory. 
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I have formed them; indeed, I have made them.” 

I am going to protect my people because they bear my name—that points us back to 
image-bearing—and is created for my glory.   

You see, the purpose of man like the purpose of all creation is to display God’s glory.  
Not to bring Him more glory—for God is already perfect in His glory—but to be a 
display of His glory in creation.   

Glory is a tough thing to define.  We can give examples of things that are glorious, 
but it’s tough to really define what God’s glory means.  John Piper, as he so often did 
over 30-plus years pastoring Bethlehem Baptist Church in Minneapolis, took this 
difficult term and brought it to a more understandable place.  He said:  

The glory of God is the beauty and excellence of his manifold perfections. It is 
an attempt to put into words what God is like in his magnificence and purity. It 
refers to his infinite and overflowing fullness of all that is good. The term might 
focus on his different attributes from time to time — like his power and wisdom 
and mercy and justice — because each one is indeed awesome and beautiful in 
its magnitude and quality. But in general, God’s glory is the perfect harmony of 
all his attributes into one infinitely beautiful and personal being.  2

God’s glory is all his perfection display in His person.  And by filling the earth with 
images of His goodness we serve as a sort of telescope.  We take something really, 
really big and we make it seem closer as we can see the goodness of God’s 
character reflected, albeit imperfectly, in His image-bearers.   

Humanity is created to display God’s glory.  That’s not just an Old Testament idea, it’s 
echoed all throughout the Bible.  1 Corinthians 10:31 tells us So, whether you eat 

 https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/god-created-us-for-his-glory2
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or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God.  Jesus tells us 
our conduct on Earth should have one purpose.  Matthew 5:16 In the same way, let 
your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father in heaven. 

We are created to reflect God’s glory by bearing His image and ruling over His 
creation.  Now, who’s really ruling it?  It’s still God but He has placed man as 
stewards over His creation—another way that we reflect His image.   

But there’s a problem.  And it’s a big one.  Instead of declaring His goodness by 
reflecting His image in ruling creation we’ve actually allowed creation to rule us.   

We’ve learned that man is uniquely a spiritual being with a unique position and a 
unique purpose.  But we can’t study this creation truth without acknowledging that 
man is uniquely rebellious. 

Do you realize that aside from Satan, no creature except man fails to fulfill its 
purpose in the whole universe?  We’re the only creation that has rebelled.  Paul sums 
up the fall of man in Romans 1:25 

They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served what has 
been created instead of the Creator, who is praised forever. Amen. 

That’s what happened in Genesis 3.  You can flip there in your Bibles.  It’s probably 
on the next page. 

3:1 Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the wild animals that the Lord God 
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You can’t eat from any tree in 
the garden’?”  
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***Note there the serpent is the most cunning of all the animals but Moses notes 
that he is a created thing.  Let’s keep reading: 

2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit from the trees in the garden. 
3 But about the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden, God said, ‘You must not 
eat it or touch it, or you will die.’” 

****We won’t do it but if you look back at Genesis 2, that’s not what God told them.  
Eve already starts to veer away from God’s truth and it’s followed by the lie: 

4 “No! You will not die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “In fact, God knows that 
when you eat it your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good 
and evil.” 6 The woman saw that the tree was good for food and delightful to look at, 
and that it was desirable for obtaining wisdom. So she took some of its fruit and ate 
it; she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the 
eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew they were naked; so they sewed 
fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 

God gave them the truth in chapter 2.  They exchanged it for the serpent’s lie and 
instead of carrying out their creation mandate to rule—they were instead subdued.  
Adam and Eve rebelled against God. 

They failed in their creation mandate.  And their failure brought sin into the 
bloodline of humanity.  The image of God was fractured due to Adam and Eve’s sin.  
Romans 5:19 tells us that through Adam’s disobedience, many were made sinners.  
Meaning that we inherit the tainted nature of our fathers. 

Sin altered the nature of humanity.  Romans also reminds us that the penalty for sin is 
death—because of the sin of our first parents, Adam and Eve, death is now a part of 
human existence.  Sin is as much a part of us as our DNA.  We need to understand 
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that we are not sinners because we sin.  We sin because we are sinners.  That might 
sound like the same thing but it’s not.  

We are born spiritually dead.  We have a sin nature that is a part of our being and it 
is shown to be true through our actions.  Ephesians 2 begins with these words:  And 
you were dead in your trespasses and sins. 

So when sin entered the world the image of God was marred, and man’s ability to 
carry out our mandate in a perfect way was lost.  And that loss has incurred for man 
the wrath of a Mighty God.   

Mark Dever describes God’s wrath this way: 

“With his whole nature in combination and harmony, God acts out his own 
completely consistent opposition to evil. He opposes it with every fiber of his 
being. And this opposition is his wrath.”  3

God opposes our evil, and we need to acknowledge that’s what our sin is.  It’s easy 
for us to see the evil in the world but what we most need to see as image-bearers of 
God is that the most dangerous evil in your life lives in your own heart.   

So because God in His goodness opposes evil, and mankind has now been infected 
with evil, what does He do?  Does He wipe out humanity and start over?  He would 
have bene justified in doing so, but He did not. 
  
Donald Barnhouse wrote an explanation of God’s solution to this problem that stuck 
with me, "God gave man brains to see things, these things, and the sorrowful 
answer is that God gave man brains, for example, to smelt iron and make a 
hammerhead and nails. And God grows a tree and gives man strength to cut it 

 https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/podcasts/word-of-the-week/5-truths-wrath-god/3
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down.  And brains to fashion a hammer handle from its wood.  And when man 
has the hammer and the nails, God will put out His hand and let man drive those 
nails through it, place Him on a cross, in the supreme demonstration that men 
reject God."  4

You see, on the cross God’s wrath and God’s love meet—and the image of God is 
able to be restored.  It’s God’s wrath because He’s punishing every sin ever 
committed (past, present, and future) of every person who will ever call on the name 
of Jesus Christ for salvation and He’s pouring out the wrath they deserved for 
themselves on His own son, Jesus Christ.  And it’s love, because in pouring out that 
wrath, He’s opening up the way for us to be restored to that relationship Adam and 
Eve had with Him in the garden.  We can image God perfectly again, because now 
when God looks on us He doesn’t see our sin—the broken image we display.  He 
looks on us and sees the righteousness of Jesus Christ credited to us because of His 
death on the cross. 

And it’s because of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus that we can continue to 
fulfill the creation mandate. How are we able to be fruitful and multiply today?  
Listen to the mandate Jesus gave his followers in Matthew 28 and see if any 
elements of it sound familiar: 

19 Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe 
everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” 

When we make disciples we are restoring broken image-bearers to lives that glorify 
God.  We’re fulfilling the creation mandate and in doing so, we’re doing what we’re 
made to do. 

 https://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/80-184/27194
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