
Intro  
Dutch politician Kees van der Staaij could be facing prosecution later this year.  
Public figures running afoul of the law isn’t all that uncommon either in the 
Netherlands or here in the States.  But van der Staaij’s case deserves our attention 
because of the reason he’s under scrutiny. 

A formal complaint was filed because he signed a Dutch translation of the Nashville 
Statement—a document affirming belief in traditional Christian views on sexuality, 
marriage, and gender produced by the Council on Biblical Manhood and 
Womanhood first introduced at a conference in Nashville back in 2017.  Van der 
Staaij’s critics have called the Statement discriminatory, hurtful, and “a step back in 
time.”   Since he has been elected to public office, there is a chance that Van der 1

Staaij could face prosecution if the Statement is deemed by Dutch authorities to be 
in violation of Article I of their constitution, which guarantees freedom from 
discrimination on the grounds of grounds of religion, belief, political opinion, race 
or sex.  That prosecuting him based on his religious belief also constitutes 
discrimination in this case seems to have eluded the folks behind this mess.  What 
does the Nashville Statement say that is so inflammatory? I’ll read you the first of its 
14 articles in its entirety: 

WE AFFIRM that God has designed marriage to be a covenantal, sexual, 
procreative, lifelong union of one man and one woman, as husband and wife, 
and is meant to signify the covenant love between Christ and his bride the 
church. 

 https://www.dutchnews.nl/news/2019/01/prosecutors-to-decide-if-nashville-anti-gay-charter-breaches-dutch-law/1
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WE DENY that God has designed marriage to be a homosexual, polygamous, or 
polyamorous relationship. We also deny that marriage is a mere human 
contract rather than a covenant made before God.    2

I don’t know if you find that offensive.  You might.  I don’t.  But subscribing to the 
truth Christ’s church has been teaching for nearly 2,000 years is potentially 
considered criminal in the Netherlands.  The document has been signed by over 
250 pastors and church leaders in that country.  They join over 22,000 church 
leaders in the US who have affirmed the statement.  So if it ever becomes criminal 
here, and it might, I hope one of ya’ll can bail your pastor out because I’ve signed it 
as well.   

And the idea that traditional Christian teaching on marriage and sexuality would 
become criminal in this country is not as far off as some of us might think.  Just this 
week the American Psychological Association (APA)—the largest professional 
organization of psychologists in the country—claimed that “traditional masculinity” 
can be psychologically harmful.  In an article posted to their website, Stephanie 
Pappas detailed the background of gender studies within the discipline of 
psychology and noted that the need for a “gender-aware” approach to studying 
men became clear to psychologists some time ago.  She notes that: 

“The main thrust of the subsequent research is that traditional masculinity—
marked by stoicism, competitiveness, dominance and aggression—is, on the 
whole, harmful.” She continues later in the piece: Today, transgender issues are 
at the forefront of the cultural conversation, and there is increased awareness 
of the diversity of gender identity. “What is gender in the 2010s?” asks Ryon 
McDermott, PhD, a psychologist at the University of South Alabama who also 
helped draft the men’s guidelines. “It’s no longer just this male-female 
binary.”  3

 https://cbmw.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/The-Nashville-Statement.pdf2

 https://www.apa.org/monitor/2019/01/ce-corner.aspx3
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Folks, Christians in the US and the culture we live in are increasingly speaking a 
different language.  A Biblical view of gender and sexuality has never in Western 
culture been viewed with more hostility than it is today.  How does that make you 
feel?  When I talk to folks within the church—not this one in particular, but Christians 
in general—I tend to get two responses: First, and overwhelmingly the most popular, 
anger.  Second, but equally as strong as the first even though I hear it less, is fear.  
Let me really quickly address both of those responses and suggest another before 
we dig into the text. 

Anger and Fear in a Post-Christian Culture 
Here’s why I think we we can so quickly become angry as look at the world around 
us, especially when they seem to be treating us unfairly due to our faith: We feel like 
the culture used to belong to us and now they’re taking it away.  There’s a degree to 
which that is true.  People who study culture even refer to our current era as Post-
Christian, meaning that the world has gradually moved on from traditional Christian 
values, culture, and worldview.  For a number of years—for better or for worse—values 
that at least lined up with a Biblical understanding of morality prevailed in our 
society.  But that is no longer the case and it’s easy to want to respond angrily.  We 
feel like something has been taken from us, so we’re angry.  Or we look at where our 
culture has gone today and ponder where it might go tomorrow and we don’t like 
what we see.  So we fear.  What if it we’re no longer allowed to send our kids to 
public school due to our faith?  What if churches lose their tax-exempt status? What 
if we lose our jobs because of our beliefs?  What if we can no longer assemble freely 
as a church?  Those things are all scary and they’re all possible in our current climate
—or at least not too far off if things continue to progress. 

But I submit to you that anger and fear, while natural responses, are not the most 
Biblical responses.  If we look at society through the lens of Scripture how would it 
change our view?  
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Listen to Jesus’ words in John 15:18-19: 
18 “If the world hates you, understand that it hated me before it hated you. 
19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own. However, 
because you are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of it, the world 
hates you. 

We are to model our lives after Jesus and what did this world do to Him?  They killed 
Him.  Why should we expect to be treated any better?  You see, the people setting 
the current cultural tone are not Christians and we shouldn’t expect them to act like 
us.  We should expect them to reject Biblical truth.  In fact, it’s only by the grace of 
God that our culture isn’t exponentially worse than it is.  We should expect lost 
people to act lost.  When we expect lost people to act saved, it leads to frustration, 
anger, and fear.  When we expect them to act lost, it should actually lead us to love 
them because they’re demonstrating to us how desperately they need the gospel.  
Scripture tells us we should guard ourselves in these relationships so that the gospel 
can go forward.  Listen to Paul’s words to Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:24. 

The Lord’s servant must not quarrel, but must be gentle to everyone, able to 
teach, and patient, 25 instructing his opponents with gentleness. Perhaps God 
will grant them repentance leading them to the knowledge of the truth. 
26 Then they may come to their senses and escape the trap of the devil, who 
has taken them captive to do his will. 

We are to be gentle and patient in the hope that God, through His Holy Spirit will 
bring about repentance. 

When it comes to issues of masculinity and femininity, of Biblical manhood and 
womanhood and gender, how do we act patiently, instruct unbelievers with 
gentleness and spur them on toward the knowledge of the truth?  Well, first we have 
to know the truth ourselves and that’s why we’re in this teaching series.  We’re going 
to spend the balance of our time together looking at the implications of one verse, 
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Genesis 1:27.  We looked at it in its context last week.  Today, we’re going to dig into 
what the last two lines mean for us and the people around us.  Here it is: 

So God created man 
in his own image; 
he created him in the image of God; 
he created them male and female. 

This is the Word of the Lord, who is the creator and sustainer of everyone and 
everything.  Let’s pray now to thank Him for this Word and ask that He clarify and 
reinforce it in our lives today. . . Amen. 

Again, it’s those last two lines that I want us to be focused on today.  We looked at a 
number of implications of being made in the image of God last week.  Now, 
specifically we are going to see what it means that God made humanity distinctly 
male and female as image-bearers. 

Men and Women are Distinct Image-Bearers 

The first thing I want us to notice is that God when God made Adam and Eve they 
were each distinct image-bearers.  He created them in the image of God AND He 
created them male and female.  Both men and women are complete creations, 
distinct from one another, and they bear the image of God differently from one 
another.   

We need to make this distinction right off the bat.  The Bible doesn’t leave us to 
make our own determinations about human gender.  God has ordained men as men 
and women as women.  Nowhere does the Bible grant us the freedom to chose how 
we bear God’s image in this way.  The cultural norm is now that you are what you 
believe that you are.  But that is not Biblical reality. 

�5



This is a hot button issue in our culture so I just want to pause to make something 
clear—gender dysphoria, the idea that your emotional identity is opposite to one's 
biological sex is a real psychological and medial issue.  If you are here and that is an 
issue that you face, we want you to know that you are loved here.  We are not 
studying this text today to shame anyone.  We are studying this text to see what the 
Bible says about men and women being made in the image of God and how we 
apply that teaching to our lives.  You may sit here every week and continually feel in 
your heart that you would experience more joy if you were the opposite gender.  We 
aren’t here to shame you for that.  We are here to help you see that your struggle is 
both real, relevant, and addressed by the gospel.  If you’ll stick with me here I hope 
that you see how. 

Both Biblically and—as science continues to prove—genetically there is no way to 
change from one gender to another.  God designed us this way on purpose.  Here’s 
the truth stated very simply, and I don’t mean this as a joke and I don’t know a 
clearer way to say it: if you’re born with male parts you’re a male and if you’re born 
with female parts you’re a female.  Nothing changes that.  Ryan Anderson wrote in 
the journal of the Witherspoon Institute in New Jersey: 

Modern science shows that our sexual organization begins with our DNA and 
development in the womb, and that sex differences manifest themselves in 
many bodily systems and organs, all the way down to the molecular 
level . . .Cosmetic surgery and cross-sex hormones can’t change us into the 
opposite sex. They can affect appearances. They can stunt or damage some 
outward expressions of our reproductive organization. But they can’t transform 
it. They can’t turn us from one sex into the other.  4

This is not a merely Christian idea.  Camille Paglia, a non-believer and university 
professor, stated it this way: 

 https://www.thepublicdiscourse.com/2018/03/21151/4
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The cold biological truth is that sex changes are impossible. Every single cell of 
the human body remains coded with one's birth gender for life. Intersex 
ambiguities can occur, but they are developmental anomalies that represent a 
tiny proportion of all human births.  5

That truth, though, doesn’t stop some from feeling that their gender is wrong.  Why 
is that?  It comes down simply to evidence of the fall.  The very first outward 
evidence of the effect of sin in human history was confusion about our bodies.   

Look over at Genesis 3: 
The woman saw that the tree was good for food and delightful to look at, and 
that it was desirable for obtaining wisdom. So she took some of its fruit and ate 
it; she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the 
eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew they were naked; so they 
sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 

The first thing they felt after sin, the first place Satan went to try to attack them was 
shame over their bodies.  And it continues today.  Culture tells us to follow our heart.   
Jeremiah 17 tells us our hears are more deceitful than anything else, and incurable.  
Who are we going to believe?   
When we begin to compromise on gender we compromise the way God intended 
for us to uniquely bear His image in the world and we bear that image distinctly and 
completely as male and female. 

Men and Women are Complete Image-Bearers 

Genesis 1 makes it clear that men and women were created by God to be equal in 
their importance and personhood—we equally bear the image of God.  That means, 

 https://www.weeklystandard.com/jonathan-v-last/camille-paglia-on-trump-democrats-transgenderism-and-5

islamist-terror
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and this is contrasts sharply with a vast number of religions and culture over time, 
men and women are equally important and valuable to God.  No gender is better or 
worse in God’s sight than the other.    

And just as importantly, no gender needs the other to reflect the image of God.  
Men and women are complete as image bearers on their own.  Together in a 
marriage relationship men and women do reflect the Trinity in some unique ways, 
but you as an individual are complete as an image-bearer.  That doesn’t mean that 
you completely reflect God’s image, but it means that you need nothing outside 
yourself to glorify God.  If you are here and you are single or divorced or widowed 
you are no less an image-bearer because you aren’t married.  Sometimes in church 
life, we don’t do a great job affirming those who are single because we do tend to 
focus on marriage and parenting and topics associated with family in that stage.  
And those things are all good, but I want to make sure we recognize that each of us 
as individuals were created in the image of God and equally bear that image 
whether we’re married, single, widowed, divorced, or some category that I’m leaving 
out.   

Men and Women Have Distinct Roles as Image-Bearers 

Now, even though men and women are complete as image-bearers it doesn’t mean 
we’re the same in every regard.  Men and women have distinct roles in God’s 
Kingdom that we can trace all the way back to the creation account—even before the 
fall of mankind. 

God created Adam first—we learn in Genesis 2—and after some length of time He 
created Eve.  See, in the timing of creation God is pointing us forward to the 
leadership role He went on to place on the shoulders of the man.  There’s no two-
stage (male first, then female) process for creating anything else according to the 
Bible.  It’s only humanity that is created in this manner. 
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We see this distinction in roles made clear from the moment God creates Eve.  
Genesis 2:18 tells us Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be 
alone. I will make a helper corresponding to him.” This doesn’t mean that Eve 
was less important or less valued than Adam.  But it does mean that the way she 
reflects God’s image to the world is going to be different in some ways. 

From the very beginning of Creation, God has intended man to be the spiritual head 
of woman.  He has designed men to lead from the very beginning and I promise you
—despite what our culture will tell you and despite what you may have experienced 
at the hands of some so-called men who have abused a perversion—despite those 
things God’s design for humanity is a good design.  We’ll see some exposition of 
this truth in the New Testament shortly but I wanted to pause here because I know 
there are some of you—both men and women—who have been damaged by broken 
male leadership.  Males who are abusers, power hungry, and arrogant aren’t 
behaving like men in the Biblical sense.  Those aren’t men.  Those are boys who 
shave.  It’s an outgrowth of the fall of humanity.  Sin entered the world and 
immediately man began neglecting his duties as a man.  If you’ve been hurt by 
ungodly male leadership, I know it makes this doctrine really hard to stomach.  But 
God means it for good, and I think I can show you that it’s for the best.   

When Satan comes on the scene in the form of a serpent in chapter 3, he 
immediately begins trying to undermine and distort God’s created order.  He goes 
and he tempts Eve.  We don’t blame the woman for being the one to take the fruit, 
though, because when God addresses them for the first time after the fall, who does 
He go to?   
Genesis 3:8-9 give us that answer: 

8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the 
garden at the time of the evening breeze, and they hid from the Lord God 
among the trees of the garden. 9 So the Lord God called out to the man and 
said to him, “Where are you?” 
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The Lord God called out to the man.  Adam was the leader, the head of the 
relationship before the fall and he remains the responsible party afterward.  The 
roles didn’t change, but they did become distorted.  And they continue to be 
distorted today.  But getting this right, understanding why it is that God made man 
and woman in His image yet distinct from one another is crucial to having a healthy 
relationship with God, a healthy view of yourself, and healthy relationships both 
within your home and in the church. 

I think we can bring some clarity to how that’s true if we flip over to a text in the New 
Testament.  Turn with me in your Bibles if you will to 1 Corinthians 11.  Now, I said I 
think this will bring clarity and I do.  But at first it’s not going to seem that way so 
you’ll need to bear with me. 

Let’s pick up in verse 2: 

2 Now I praise you because you remember me in everything and hold fast to 
the traditions just as I delivered them to you. 3 But I want you to know that 
Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of the woman, and God 
is the head of Christ. 4 Every man who prays or prophesies with something on 
his head dishonors his head. 5 Every woman who prays or prophesies with her 
head uncovered dishonors her head, since that is one and the same as having 
her head shaved. 6 For if a woman doesn’t cover her head, she should have her 
hair cut off. But if it is disgraceful for a woman to have her hair cut off or her 
head shaved, let her head be covered. 
7 A man should not cover his head, because he is the image and glory of God. 
So too, woman is the glory of man. 8 For man did not come from woman, but 
woman came from man. 9 Neither was man created for the sake of woman, but 
woman for the sake of man. 10 This is why a woman should have a symbol of 
authority on her head, because of the angels. 11 In the Lord, however, woman is 
not independent of man, and man is not independent of woman. 12 For just as 
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woman came from man, so man comes through woman, and all things come 
from God. 
13 Judge for yourselves: Is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head 
uncovered? 14 Does not even nature itself teach you that if a man has long hair 
it is a disgrace to him, 15 but that if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For 
her hair is given to her as a covering. 16 If anyone wants to argue about this, we 
have no other custom, nor do the churches of God. 

Men and Women Reflect the Trinity as Image-Bearers 

Clear as mud, right?  It’s not as tough as it seems initially.  In fact, this passage shows 
us a great deal about how Men and Women Reflect the Trinity as Image-Bearers.   

The key to that passage is in verse 3: I want you to know that Christ is the head of 
every man, and the man is the head of the woman, and God is the head of Christ. 

That is the banner that hangs over this passage and everything else Paul told the 
church at Corinth was to help them apply that truth to how they were coexisting as a 
family of believers. 

This is a great verse to memorize, by the way.  In a culture that thinks Christianity 
downplays the importance of women or that wives being submissive to their 
husbands is somehow denigrating this is a fantastic verse! It’s all about authority and 
submission.  The Father is in authority over Christ, Christ is in authority over every 
man, and man is in authority over woman—we need to note that there is a context to 
this.  That last point is true about two relationships—the marriage relationship and 
the relationship of elders to the church.  Marriage is to be a picture of Christ’s 
relationship with His church with man loving his wife as Christ loved the church and 
the wife submitting herself to the husband.   

�11



The other relationship is one you may think of less often.  God has placed men in the 
role of leadership in the local church—specifically in the office of pastor or elder or 
shepherd.  Those really are all the same office, often the same word in the original 
language of the New Testament.  Everywhere the New Testament details 
requirements for that office the description speaks only of men.   

I point you to that example not because I want you to bow to my authority.  But 
because it points us back to God’s original design.  Look at what Paul writes in 1 
Timothy 2: 

12 I do not allow a woman to teach or to have authority over a man; instead, 
she is to remain quiet. 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 

He’s talking about the context of the local church there, just like he is in the 1 
Corinthians 11 text we just read.  Christ is in spiritual authority over man, and man is 
in spiritual authority over woman in the home and in the local church when duly 
appointed.  Every man is not an authority over every woman.  But in spiritual matters 
men are to be the leaders.  And that shouldn’t make women feel inferior.  Let’s look 
one last time at 1 Corinthians 11:3 just to illustrate this: 

3 But I want you to know that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is 
the head of the woman, and God is the head of Christ. 

If we say that women are inferior because someone is placed in spiritual authority 
over them we’re going to have to say Christ is inferior, too, because the Father is in 
spiritual authority over Him. 

That’s the banner that hangs over the rest of 1 Corinthians 11.  So what of all this 
head covering and prophesying stuff? 
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In verse 4 he says that men are not to pray and prophesy with their heads covered.  
What’s that mean?  In verse 5 he goes on to say, “Women are not to pray or 
prophesy without their head covered.” So immediately Paul says that when men pray 
and prophesy–no head covering. When women pray and prophesy, they must do it 
with their heads covered. And by prophesy here, he doesn’t mean predict the future.  
That word literally means to ‘to tell forth’.  What he’s talking about is speaking the 
Word of God.   
  
Men are not to wear a head covering or wear long hair?  Why?  Without getting 
spending a lot of time going over ancient near eastern fashion customs let me give 
you a simple answer for the sake of time: because that’s what women do. 

What about women?  One scholar points out that: It seems that in Corinth, you were 
considered to be looking like an immoral woman if you wore your hair loose, 
because prostitutes wore their hair loose and down and flowing. And so, women of 
dignity, women who were in faithful marital relations, were to wear their hair up 
when they were in public. And the only women who did not follow that were 
prostitutes, immoral women, or slave women who had had their heads shaved.  6

Paul is making the point that within the context of church life—the conduct of those 
who belong to Christ—that men are to conduct themselves as men and women are 
to conduct themselves as women because that is how we most effectively bear the 
image of who we’re created to be and that is how God gets the most glory from our 
lives. 

We are not some loose collection of individuals whose conduct doesn’t have any 
impact on those around us.  Verses 11-12 remind us that In the Lord, however, 
woman is not independent of man, and man is not independent of woman. 12 For 
just as woman came from man, so man comes through woman, and all things come 

 https://www.fpcjackson.org/resource-library/sermons/thinking-and-living-biblically-in-a-gender-nuteral-society-6

christ-s-example
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from God. And this passage closes with this in v.16: If anyone wants to argue about 
this, we have no other custom, nor do the churches of God. 

Biblical gender roles are not an option for debate.  They are set up by God for our 
good and His glory. Let’s pray. 
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