
Intro  
Turn with me in your Bibles to Genesis 1.  We’re now in our third week of looking at 
this chapter and its implications for how we view humanity.  God spoke the entirety 
of the universe into existence, then began to fill the earth with living things.  And the 
pinnacle of His creative work, as we talked about a couple of weeks ago, is man.  Of 
all the things God has created, humanity is the only entity created in His own image. 
Genesis 1: 

26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness. 
They will rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock, the whole 
earth, and the creatures that crawl on the earth.” 
27 So God created man 
in his own image; 
he created him in the image of God; 
he created them male and female. 

You are more than a collection of cells.  You’re unlike all the other animals God 
created.  Man is created eternal.  You have a soul that will exist forever, and you’re 
unlike any other creation in that.  The shell of you who are—your physical being—is 
temporal, sure.  It will pass away one day.  We all live with that reality every day and 
some of us are feeling the very real effects of a body that has a limited number of 
miles on it before it expires.  But that body is not who you are—and by the way, can 
we just pause for a minute to thank God for that?  We have many folks here, both 
young and old who suffer every day because their bodies are breaking down on 
them in one way or another.  But because we are created in the image of God, these 
bodies are not all we have to look forward to.  We’re promised in Revelation that 
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there will come a time for those who belong to God that the infirmity imposed on us 
by a world stricken by sin will pass away.  One day, God: 

4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; grief, 
crying, and pain will be no more, because the previous things have passed 
away.  (Rev. 21:4) 

Why is that possible?  It’s possible because we’ve been created in the image of God.  
And even though humanity rebelled against its creator in the Garden of Eden, God 
made a way for us to be saved by sending His Son as a sacrifice to absorb the wrath 
we have earned for ourselves.   

The storyline of Scripture makes it clear to us from the beginning that by virtue of 
being made in His image, humanity is infinitely valuable to God and should be 
infinitely valuable to us as well.   

Notice in the Biblical narrative that the value of human life is one of the first things to 
suffer after Adam and Eve sin in Genesis 3.  In the next generation we see the first 
murder as Cain kills Abel in Genesis 4.    

And in Genesis 9 God places the highest possible value on the sanctity of a human 
life by requiring the life of anyone who commits murder.  As a part of his covenant 
with Noah, God said: 

Whoever sheds human blood, 
by humans his blood will be shed, 
for God made humans in his image. (Gen 9:6) 

Over and over again as God is teaching His people what it means to be holy He 
affirms the value of human life.  In Exodus 20 we find the 10 Commandments.  The 
sixth and shortest commandment is found in verse 13: 
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Do not murder. 

In the original language it’s even shorter. It’s literally two words: the first one means 
“not” and the second one means “murder.”  God words it in the most blunt way 
possible.   

It’s clear that human life matters to God and therefore it should matter to His people.    
So we don’t murder.  Is that all we need to know?  I mean, that one is pretty easy, 
right?  But Scripture doesn’t leave us there.  It calls us not to just avoid taking life, it 
calls us to actively protect the lives of God’s image bearers.  Listen to Psalm 82:3-4: 

Provide justice for the needy and the fatherless; 
uphold the rights of the oppressed and the destitute. 
Rescue the poor and needy; 
save them from the power of the wicked.” 

So if we are to value the sanctity of human life then we will look for ways to actively 
protect it.  We are to provide justice for and uphold the rights of those who cannot 
do so for themselves for a number of reasons.  There are three areas where the 
Biblical mandate to protect life matters to the way we view the world I want us to 
spend the balance of our time exploring today.  The biblical mandate to preserve 
human life shapes our view of abortion, suicide, and euthanasia.  There are more 
areas this truth informs, some simple like murder, others more complex like stem cell 
research, in-vitro fertilization, and embryo adoption.  We don’t have time to cover 
everything but in covering these three topics I think we can set a baseline for 
understanding a broader range of issues concerning the Biblical worldview when it 
comes to sanctity of life issues. 

Abortion 
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We’ll start with abortion, which is the driving force behind the Sanctity of Human Life 
emphasis going on at churches all over the country today.  This is—in my opinion—the 
greatest moral crisis facing our nation today.   

Teaching about the biblical view on abortion to his church, John MacArthur said:  

To sum up what we are experiencing with regard to abortion in America, we 
could simply say America as a nation is highly committed by law and by practice 
to a form of mass murder.  And that is really the bottom line.  This nation, which 
certainly prides itself on its humanitarianism, is in a murderous cycle of violence 
that makes the Nazi Holocaust look mild by comparison.  1

He said that in 1992.  Abortion has afflicted our nation for decades and it’s not 
getting better.  According to a pro-abortion research group, nearly 1-in-4 women 
will have an abortion by the time they are 45.   We are going to address abortion, I 2

hope, biblically and bluntly in just a minute.  But if you’re here and you’ve had an 
abortion or been in a relationship where an abortion has happened, or encouraged 
someone to get an abortion or anything like that—you need to know that you are no 
less loved by Jesus Christ.   

Abortion is a sin—and we’ll trace that truth from Scripture today—but it is no different 
than any other sin.  You need to confess that sin to God and repent of it, but you’ll be 
treated no differently because of that sin in this church or in eternity if you belong to 
Christ.  If you’ve gone through this it probably still has both emotional, 
psychological, and even spiritual repercussions in your life and there are no better 
people on the planet to bear those burdens with than the people sitting around you.   

Galatians 6 begins this way: 

 https://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/90-67/the-biblical-view-on-abortion-part-11

 https://www.guttmacher.org/news-release/2017/abortion-common-experience-us-women-despite-dramatic-2

declines-rates
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Brothers and sisters, if someone is overtaken in any wrongdoing, you who are 
spiritual, restore such a person with a gentle spirit, watching out for yourselves 
so that you also won’t be tempted. 2 Carry one another’s burdens; in this way 
you will fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if anyone considers himself to be 
something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 Let each person examine 
his own work, and then he can take pride in himself alone, and not compare 
himself with someone else.  

Dealing with whatever it is that’s in your past: sexual sin, abortion, abuse—whatever 
your hurt, habit, or hangup may be you need other Christians to bear that burden 
with you.  That’s why it is so important for you to be connected to other Christians for 
more than the 75 minutes or so that we’re in this room together every week.  Be it a 
Sunday School class, Bible study group, neighbor, or some other avenue, you need 
to allow people in to help bear your burdens. 

With that said let’s look at what the Bible says about the unborn.  We’re going to see 
that the Bible is not anti-abortion.  It is pro-life.  It’s not anti-abortion because 
abortion is an evil that hadn’t been conceived by humanity during the Biblical era. 

The Bible is pro-life because it makes clear an unborn person is an image-bearer 
who is fully worthy of our protection and care. 

Scripture teaches that conception is an act of God.  God personally creates every 
human life.  There are no accidental pregnancies. When God wants a couple to 
conceive, they’ll conceive.  When He doesn’t, they won’t.  Sarai said to Abraham in 
Genesis 16,“Since the Lord has prevented me from bearing children, go to my slave; 
perhaps through her I can build a family.”   She understood the Lord had ordained 
her inability to conceive up until that moment.  And if you know the story of 
Abraham and Sarah you begin to understand that God had a purpose for that 
infertility at that time in Sarah’s life.  We see it again in 1 Samuel 1 where it says  the 
Lord had kept (Hannah) from conceiving.  Infertility is a source of grief for many 
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couples, but you’re not alone in that suffering.  The Lord is both aware of it and has 
allowed it into your life for some kind of purpose.   

Just like he allows those who conceive to conceive for a purpose.  Finally, in those 
same two women’s lives when we’re told they do conceive it is because God cause it 
to happen.  In Genesis 17 God tells Abraham (16) I will bless her; indeed, I will give 
you a son by her.  1 Samuel 1 goes on to say the Lord remembered Hannah and she 
conceived.   

But Scripture doesn’t stop there.  It doesn’t just speak of conception as an act of 
God.  It speaks of the entire process of human development inside the womb as 
belonging to God.  
Listen to Psalm 100:3  

Acknowledge that the Lord is God. 
He made us, and we are his— 
his people, the sheep of his pasture. 

Who made us?  Your parents may have contributed DNA, but it’s God who makes a 
soul.  There’s science going on but there is also—and most importantly—an act of 
God’s creative nature that happens when a person is formed.  This is echoed all over 
the Bible and we don’t have time to look at them all, but here are a few more: 

Jeremiah 1:5  
I chose you before I formed you in the womb; 
I set you apart before you were born. 
I appointed you a prophet to the nations. 

David writes in Psalm 139:13 

For it was you who created my inward parts; 
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you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

Scripture even directly addresses a child while still inside the mother’s womb.  Luke 
1:41 

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped inside her, and 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.  

It doesn’t say the fetus, or the fetal tissue, or the collection of cells.  It’s clear that as 
John the Baptist was developing inside Elizabeth he was a person.  One scholar 
noted the same word used there for a baby in the womb is used three other times in 
Luke and once in 1 Peter to refer to a baby living outside the womb.   Do you know 3

why?  It’s because in God’s eyes they are the same.   

According to abortion provider Planned Parenthood, abortion is one of the safest 
medical procedures in the U.S. with a 99% safety record.   But that’s simply a lie.  4

One-hundred percent of the time, a person is killed when an abortion is successful.  
Based on Planned Parenthood’s numbers, 100% of the time a person is killed and 
1% of the time a person is killed and another person is harmed.   

Most people in this room would agree with what I just said, but Biblically speaking, 
agreeing that abortion is wrong isn’t sufficient.  God makes it clear that He is serious 
about protecting the unborn and His people should be as well. 

Listen to Exodus 21:22-25 

22 “When men get in a fight and hit a pregnant woman so that her children are 
born prematurely but there is no injury, the one who hit her must be fined as the 

 https://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/90-67/the-biblical-view-on-abortion-part-13

 https://www.plannedparenthood.org/uploads/filer_public/30/15/30159efe-879e-434e-b294-4

beebe96dfca9/20160617_abortionsafety_factsheet_1.pdf
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woman’s husband demands from him, and he must pay according to judicial 
assessment. 23 If there is an injury, then you must give life for life, 24 eye for 
eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 25 burn for burn, bruise for 
bruise, wound for wound. 

God tells His people to protect the unborn and treat them fully as humans because 
that is what they are.  They’re image-bearers and as such they are worthy of the same 
dignity that we offer to one another and they should be protected by the same laws. 

Now, we’ve seen what I think is a strong Biblical argument that abortion is an affront 
to God’s design for humanity.  Let me quickly answer some objections: 
What about birth defects?  Medical technology can now reflect certain abnormalities 
and predict with a high degree of certainty an array of birth defects in pre-born 
children.  Should mothers be allowed to abort those children if they are going to 
lead difficult lives due to a predictable birth defect?   

Using the Bible as the basis for our answer, we can only say no.  Here’s why.  If a pre-
born child is created in the image of God and deserves the same dignity as a child 
living outside the womb then they must be treated the same way.  No one in their 
right mind would argue for killing an infant because they have a birth defect and as 
such we cannot argue for killing a pre-born child for the same reason. 

Another argument is that the pre-born child is unable to interact and survive on its 
own, therefore it’s the mother’s choice whether or not the pre-born child continues 
living.  But again, the same is true for a child after he or she is born.  They are unable 
to interact or survive on their own.  Or even a person in a coma or with a serious 
brain injury.  They’re unable to interact or survive on their own but if you kill them 
you’ll be charged with murder.  Aborting an unwanted child isn’t different in any way, 
yet it remains legal all over our nation. 
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A third objection is in the case of rape or incest, but the same ethic must be applied.  
Such a child does not lose his or her right to live because of the circumstances of 
their conception.  Though, in those cases we must recognize the genuine pain and 
the physical, emotional, and social hardship of the mother.  We must as Christians 
and, I hope, as a society at-large be ready to offer encouragement and support in 
those cases.  But abortion is still not a remedy.  Rape and incest are wrong.  Abortion 
is wrong.  And coupling them together is still sinful. 

Now that we have addressed some objections to our stance on abortion let’s look at 
some practical ways our church can mobilize to affect change.   

The primary way we turn the tide of abortion is to fulfill the mission of the church. 
Matthew 28:19  Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

Abortion is a discipleship issue.  If the church is fulfilling the great commission, 
making disciples through the sharing of the gospel then abortions will drastically be 
decreased.  More Christians will equal less abortions.  That’s big picture.  On a more 
individual level we can address the issues that drive women to abortion.  The vast 
majority of women, over 75% according to one study, cite inability to care for the 
child or provide financially as a reason for getting an abortion.  5

There are three ways we want you to be able to address those issues in the days 
ahead.   

First, we’re in the early states of entering into a partnership locally with My Life Clinic 
in Columbia. Their vision is that every woman & family facing an 
unplanned pregnancy would be met with the love of Jesus Christ and be completely 
informed, supported, and secure in choosing life for their unborn baby. 

 https://www.verywellhealth.com/reasons-for-abortion-9065895
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Ladies from FBC can volunteer as a mentor or to serve at-risk mothers in a variety of 
ways.  The first step in this partnership is for a group of interested ladies to meet with 
their leadership and tour their facility.  That will be happening soon and if you’re 
interested in this ministry please contact me. 

Second, we’re working with Central Missouri Foster Care and Adoption Association 
to hose a foster care training right here at FBC.  Children in the foster system are 
some of the most at-risk children in our nation.  One of the leading reasons for 
abortion is the lack of ability to care for children and we can ease that burden as 
God’s people by stepping in to care for those who can’t care for themselves.  More 
information about that training will be coming soon. 

Lastly, next week we’ll be making available a way for you to financially support the 
Psalm 139 Project. This is a ministry of the SBC’s ERLC.  It’s an initiative designed to 
make people aware of the life-saving potential of ultrasound technology in crisis 
pregnancy situations and to help pregnancy centers minister to abortion-vulnerable 
women by providing ultrasound equipment for them to use. This project provides a 
way for motivated individuals to assist financially in the placement of ultrasound 
machines in qualified pregnancy care centers. 

Abortion is one of the major worldview areas where our understanding of what it 
means to be made in God’s image comes into play, but it is far from the only one.   

Let me quickly cover two others before we close.  Suicide is a violation of the sixth 
commandment barring murder.  Murder is the taking of a life and that’s exactly what 
suicide is.  It’s tragic, but it is sin.   

Kevin DeYoung points out, “There are five instances of suicide in Scripture: 
Judges 9:50– 57; 1 Samuel 31:1–7; 2 Samuel 17:23; 1 Kings 16:15–19; and 
Matthew 27:3–10. All these suicides are in the context of shame and defeat. 
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Likewise, when more noble characters ask God to take their lives (such as Jonah 
or Job), God clearly views their self- destructive requests unfavorably.” 

God is sovereign over the beginning of our lives and He is sovereign over the end of 
our lives.  The taking of one’s own life is essentially deciding that you have a better 
or more fitting idea of when your life should end than God does.  God’s opinion of 
who we are and how our life should be lived is more important even than our own 
and we know that because of the value Scripture puts on human life. 

I’ve actually been asked by more than one of you since I’ve been here if people who 
commit suicide go to hell.  That is an interesting question.  I have to answer that with 
another question: did the person who committed suicide belong to Christ?  The way 
you die is not the basis for where you’ll spend eternity.  The basis for where you 
spend eternity is whether or not you’ve been made righteous in God’s sight through 
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ in your place.  If you have, and you commit suicide, then 
you’ll spend eternity with God.  But if you commit suicide you’re demonstrating that, 
at the very least, you misunderstand God’s purpose for your life.  Suicide is a sin like 
any other, though a grave one.  It’s possible for a Christian to commit suicide but if 
they do they are very seriously confused about who they are in Christ.  If you find 
yourself struggling with suicidal thought, by all means seek help and seek it 
immediately.  Really, the doctrine we’re studying should be one of the most helpful 
doctrines for you if you struggle here.  You’re infinitely valued by the creator of the 
universe.  He formed you himself and he has a purpose for your life and for your 
death. 

That actually leads us to the final issue we’ll address in this series.  Our culture is 
already desensitized to abortion and soon it will be desensitized to euthanasia—or 
assisted suicide.  Our rapidly secularizing culture takes its cues from Europe and this 
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is already a major issue in many places over there from the elderly to the mentally 
ill.  6

Psalm 41:1-3 
Happy is one who is considerate of the poor; (the NASB translates that word 
helpless)  
the Lord will save him in a day of adversity. 
2 The Lord will keep him and preserve him; 
he will be blessed in the land. 
You will not give him over to the desire of his enemies. 
3 The Lord will sustain him on his sickbed; 
you will heal him on the bed where he lies. 

Every passage we’ve looked at today affirms that every life is precious to God. 
Unborn children, children with special needs, aging parents, those whose minds are 
lost to dementia and those who will never again regain consciousness on their own 
are worthy of being treated with the same dignity.  Simply because they are created 
in the image of God, and God has a purpose for their existence and that purpose is 
to bring Him glory. 

The world around us does not understand human dignity.  The only way it will ever 
get it is if the church begins to take it extremely seriously.  Hear the prophet Micah 
as he addresses God’s people: 

Mankind, he has told each of you what is good 
and what it is the Lord requires of you: 
to act justly, 
to love faithfulness, 
and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 

 https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/europes-morality-crisis-euthanizing-the-mentally-ill/2016/10/19/6

c75faaca-961c-11e6-bc79-af1cd3d2984b_story.html?utm_term=.bc5889c095cb
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Act justly, love faithfulness, and walk humbly with your God.  When we do those 
things, we will be able to treat the world around us with the dignity it truly deserves.   
We are to weep with those who weep, protect those who cannot protect themselves, 
help those who cannot help themselves and refuse to take advantage of others in 
order to bring about our own gain.   

Christ is the ultimate example of that.  He thought so much of humanity that He was 
willing to give up everything in order to stand in our place.  Remember Paul’s Christ 
Hymn from Philippians 2: 

5 Adopt the same attitude as that of Christ Jesus, 
6 who, existing in the form of God,  
did not consider equality with God 
as something to be exploited.  
7 Instead he emptied himself 
by assuming the form of a servant,  
taking on the likeness of humanity.  
And when he had come as a man,  
8 he humbled himself by becoming obedient  
to the point of death— 
even to death on a cross.  
9 For this reason God highly exalted him 
and gave him the name 
that is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee will bow— 
in heaven and on earth  
and under the earth— 
11 and every tongue will confess 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that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father. 

Christ valued humanity so much that He humbled Himself in the most extreme way 
that we can fathom.   Why?  Verse 11 tells us that it’s ultimately to the glory of God 
the father.  Humanity is a reflection of God’s image and His goodness to the world.  
When we treat each other as such, we are glorifying the one who created us.  That’s 
why human dignity matters.  That’s why we need to know what it means to be 
created in the very image of God.   

We need to know that image is marred by our sin, by our rebellion.  And God, 
because He is a God of justice must punish that sin.  And He did so.  My sin and your 
sin is dealt with in one of two ways—its punishment was either poured out on Jesus 
Christ on the cross or it will be poured out on us for eternity.  There’s no other 
option.  If you’re here and you don’t belong to Christ, you’re in grave danger.  You 
probably don’t understand most of what we’ve been talking about today because 
the worldview we’re looking at is foreign to you.  But you can understand it.  It’s 
because God values you greatly that He’s given you the opportunity to belong to 
Him through His Son.  Will you give yourself to Him today?  Let’s pray.
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