
Statement  
Before we open the text this morning I want to address an issue that has surfaced in 
our convention in recent days.  Last Sunday the Houston Chronicle published the 
findings of an investigation into sexual abuse within Southern Baptist Convention 
churches over the past 20 years.   

The report found over 700 victims of sexual abuse in SBC churches across 29 states.  
Credible accusations were made against 380 people associated with Southern 
Baptist churches (i.e., pastors, deacons, Sunday school teachers, and volunteers). Of 
the 380, more than 220 had been convicted of sex crimes or received deferred 
prosecutions in plea deals. Of the 220, more than 90 remain in prison and another 
100 are still registered sex offenders.  

According to the Chronicle,  the victims are as young as 3 who were abused by 
volunteers, church employees, or pastors.  Others were male and female adults who 
sought pastoral guidance and instead say they were seduced or abused.  

The truth of this report is alarming and should serve as a wake-up call to all churches 
no matter the denomination.  We must take the protection of vulnerable individuals 
extremely seriously.  We don’t know of any abuse that has taken place here at FBC 
and we are thankful for that.  But we also can’t think this is a problem that only 
resides ‘out there.’  In fact, one of the 380 people named in the report served at a 
church less than 30 minutes from here.   

In response to this report, we have initiated a review of all our policies and 
procedures when it comes to protecting and caring for children.  We’re already in 
�1

Contending: Committed to God and One Another
Pastor Chris Baker // 02.17.19 // Centralia FBC



the process of updating our personnel policy to add in protections for our staff so 
that they won’t even be put in positions where a credible accusation could be made.  
It is likely the process of evaluating our policies will lead to adapting new measures 
in regard to stewarding well those people God has trusted to our care but we don’t 
yet know what those changes will look like. 

I found the statement made by J.D. Greear, president of the SBC, comforting as I 
thought through this issue: 

There can simply be no ambiguity about the church’s responsibility to protect 
the abused and be a safe place for the vulnerable. The safety of the victims 
matters more than the reputation of Southern Baptists.  
As a denomination, now is a time to mourn and repent. Changes are coming. 
They must. We cannot just promise to “do better” and expect that to be enough. 
But today, change begins with feeling the full weight of the problem. . . . It’s 
time for pervasive change. God demands it. Survivors deserve it. We must 
change how we prepare before abuse (prevention), respond during disclosure 
(full cooperation with legal authorities), and act after instances of abuse 
(holistic care).  

We ask you to join us in praying as we work to ensure we’re a safe place for the 
vulnerable.  And we want become more open and effective as a place where 
survivors of abuse feel cared for.  While we don’t know of any abuse that has taken 
place here it would be naive of us to think that within a congregation of well over 
200 people there wouldn’t be anyone who is a survivor of sexual abuse. 

We want to be a place of care and healing for those of you who live in that reality 
today.  There’s a handout in the back with five things for you to consider if this is you.  
I know no piece of paper is gong to fix what is going on in your life but my hope is 
you can find a starting point on there. 
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We not only want to protect the vulnerable and come alongside the hurting, but I 
feel like we also need to state unequivocally that if you’re an abuser you’re not only 
sinning but you’re committing a crime and as a church we are firmly committed to 
doing everything we need to do to see that you’re turned over to the authorities to 
be dealt with accordingly.  Any time there is a credible accusation of abuse our 
volunteers and staff will report it to the police.  There’s too much at stake for us to 
sweep things under the rug.   

Pray 

Intro 
We’re going to be looking at the end of Jude this morning.  We started studying this 
little 25-verse letter three weeks ago and I don’t know about you but I’ve been really 
encouraged by out time in it. 

We’ll pick up in verse 17.   Hear the Word of the Lord: 

17 But you, dear friends, remember what was predicted by the apostles of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 18 They told you, “In the end time there will be scoffers living 
according to their own ungodly desires.” 19 These people create divisions and 
are worldly, not having the Spirit. 
20 But you, dear friends, as you build yourselves up in your most holy faith, 
praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting 
expectantly for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ for eternal life. 22 Have 
mercy on those who waver; 23 save others by snatching them from the fire; 
have mercy on others but with fear, hating even the garment defiled by the 
flesh. 
24 Now to him who is able to protect you from stumbling and to make you 
stand in the presence of his glory, without blemish and with great joy, 25 to the 
only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power, 
and authority before all time, now and forever. Amen. 
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Remember the Danger of False Faith 

If there’s an element of familiarity to that it’s probably because last week’s text 
started out in a remarkably similar way.  Jude’s grasp of the history of God’s people 
and the danger of false teaching is remarkable.  He has gone from the second 
generation of humanity—Cain—all the way to his present day to show us how 
consistently false faith has been a danger for those of us contending for the true 
faith.  And no matter the era there is something true about those who believe false 
doctrine.  Look at verse 19: 

These people create divisions and are worldly, not having the Spirit. 

We saw it in every example last week and if we were to cite modern examples we 
would see it in them and it should serve as a warning to us.  If we tend to create 
divisions and live as though this world is the only world that matters then it’s 
possible we don’t belong to God at all.  That’s what Jude is saying in verse 19.  
Divisions and worldly living are antithetical to the Gospel. 

The gospel unites.  It takes what was separated in the garden of Eden—mankind and 
its Creator—and supernaturally reunites them for all eternity.  It takes those who are 
separated—Jew and Greek, slave and free, old and young, white and black—and 
unites them on the common ground of the cross and gives them a common 
purpose.  Jesus, in his sermon on the mount, commended the peacemakers.  Those 
who heal division, not create it.  False doctrine, though, leads to divisions.   

It also leads to living like the world we see is the only one we’re going to see.  So 
much of what we do as God’s is because there is a life awaiting us that none of us 
have yet seen!  And we should rejoice in that.  Sometimes, that’s about the only 
thing that makes this one bearable isn’t it? 
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Listen to Paul in 2 Corinthians 4:17. 

For our momentary light affliction is producing for us an absolutely 
incomparable eternal weight of glory.  

If we build our faith on sound doctrine then that verse will ring true for you no matter 
what you’re going through.  You say, sure, but you don’t know everything I’m going 
through.  That’s true, I don’t.  But the guy who wrote it went through a ton of junk.  
Listen to his story: 

24 Five times I received the forty lashes minus one from the Jews. 25 Three times I 
was beaten with rods. Once I received a stoning. Three times I was shipwrecked. I 
have spent a night and a day in the open sea. 26 On frequent journeys, I faced 
dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my own people, dangers 
from Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers at sea, and 
dangers among false brothers; 27 toil and hardship, many sleepless nights, hunger 
and thirst, often without food, cold, and without clothing. 28 Not to mention other 
things, there is the daily pressure on me: my concern for all the churches. (2 Cor 
11:24-28) 

Paul went through the ringer.  And he kept on contending for the faith because he 
knew there was more to life than the world we see around us.    

If we’re constantly creating divisions and if we’re living as though this world is all 
there is then Jude says it’s a sign that we’re not saved.  Verse 19 ends by telling us 
these people, these false believers, don’t have the Spirit.  If you don’t have the Spirit 
you’re not saved.  The fruit of the Holy Spirit in your life is one of the ways God 
confirms to you your salvation.  

Ephesians 1 tells us 13 In him (Christ) you also were sealed with the promised Holy 
Spirit when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and when you 
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believed. 14 The Holy Spirit is the down payment of our inheritance, until the 
redemption of the possession, to the praise of his glory. 

Jude states the stakes for us once again.  What’s at stake when it comes to doctrine?  
Your very eternal destiny.  If you live as though you don’t have the Spirit, live as 
though you’re not saved, then you know what you may just not be saved. 

Contending for the Faith 

That’s the negative.  Don’t be like these guys, don’t do that, don’t walk in the way 
that is false.  Thankfully, verse 20 marks a shift.  Because we don’t want to be known 
just for what we don’t do.  Next we’ll see Jude begin to show us what it looks like to 
contend for—to agonize over—our faith. 

But you, dear friends, as you build yourselves up in your most holy faith, praying in 
the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting expectantly for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ for eternal life. 22 Have mercy on those who waver; 
23 save others by snatching them from the fire; have mercy on others but with fear, 
hating even the garment defiled by the flesh. 

What Jude goes on to say here is that as God’s beloved you’ll be different.  You’ll 
contend for the true faith that God has written on your heart by His Holy Spirit. 

And verse 20-23 show us two ways you’ll contend for the faith if you belong to Him.  
We’re going to look at them as two commitments: A commitment to God and a 
commitment to one another. 

First, let’s see the commitment to God. 

Commitment to God 
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There are four ways this comes out in verses 20-21 and I’m going to take them out of 
order just a little bit from our translation of the text.  I think in Jude’s original wording 
the primary imperative here is found in verse 21—Keep yourselves in the love of 
God.  Textually everything else in verses 20-21 is an outgrowth of this command to 
keep yourselves. 

What does it mean to keep yourselves in the love of God?  For that answer we can 
actually turn to Jesus’ own words in John 14.  It’s part of a more extended passage 
but just let me grab a few verses for us to get a picture of what this means: 

15 “If you love me, you will keep my commands. 
21 The one who has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. 
And the one who loves me will be loved by my Father. I also will love him and 
will reveal myself to him.” 
23 Jesus answered, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word. My Father will 
love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24 The one 
who doesn’t love me will not keep my words. The word that you hear is not 
mine but is from the Father who sent me. 

To keep yourself in the love of God means to keep yourself in the way of Jesus 
Christ.  To keep his commands, to follow His word and his example.  Again, this 
points us back to Jude’s self-identification.  To keep yourself in the love of God is to 
live as a servant of Jesus Christ.  It’s a change that consumes your life.  

The other three points Jude makes in vv. 20-21 just add substance to this. 

Build Yourselves Up 

The first one is to build yourselves up in your most holy faith.  Do you want to be safe 
from false doctrine?  Then learn true doctrine.  How do you do that?  Know Scripture.  
It’s really hard to contend for something you don’t know.   
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I’ve heard this illustration in different ways many times, but in John MacArthur’s book 
Reckless Faith he says that “Federal agents don’t learn to spot counterfeit money by 
studying the counterfeits. They study genuine bills until they master the look of the 
real thing. Then when they see the bogus money they recognize it.” 

Again, I’ve heard that before and maybe you have, too.  But one Canadian author 
took it a step further.  He called the Bank of Canada and asked if that’s how they 
really do things and they actually invited him in and walked him through the process 
of how they spot counterfeits.  

They showed him real Canadian money and made him familiar with all the security 
features, identifying marks, and whatnot and then put him to the test.  Here’s what he 
wrote afterwards:  

I soon learned that identifying counterfeit currency is not a terribly difficult task. 
When a person knows what to look for, when he has been trained to examine 
the bill for particular identifying characteristics, identifying genuine from 
fraudulent can be done with great accuracy, even on the basis of only a small 
amount of training. I successfully identified each piece of counterfeit currency.  1

When a person knows what to look for, identifying genuine from fake can be done 
with great accuracy.  That’s extremely true in your Spiritual life.  Devote yourself to 
the study of Scripture so that you can know your faith is genuine. 

The next way we keep ourselves is to pray in the Holy Spirit 

Praying in the Holy Spirit 

 https://www.challies.com/articles/counterfeit-detection-part-1/1
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To contend for the faith you not only have to know Scripture but commit yourself 
seriously and constantly to prayer.  By praying you’re making a declaration—I can’t.  
That’s what praying is.  We pray to a God who can because we’re a people who 
can’t.  Remember Jesus’ model: give us this day our daily bread, forgive us our 
trespasses, for yours is the Kingdom—which implies its not ours.  We need to be 
constantly reminded that we can’t contend under our own power.  It’s the Holy Spirit 
who guides our efforts to contend well, to know Scripture, and even to pray. 

Listen to John 16:13 

13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth. For he 
will not speak on his own, but he will speak whatever he hears. He will also 
declare to you what is to come.   

It’s difficult to know Scripture, right? Then pray.  He will guide you in all truth.  Prayer 
declares our need for God to help us contend.  Show me a prayerless person and I’ll 
show you someone who’s exposed to false doctrine. 

Hearing from God and speaking to God—study and prayer—should be a regular part 
of our existence just like eating and sleeping.   

We keep ourselves in the commands of Christ through knowing His Word and 
through being connected to Him through prayer and as we are we can’t help but 
grow in our hope for the future.  That’s the next piece of our commitment to God.   
Look at the last phrase of verse 22: waiting expectantly for the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ for eternal life. 

Hoping in Christ 

We are to set our hope firmly on a future of joy knowing who we are and who we 
belong to.  Where’s your hope today? Jude assumes we are waiting expectantly.   
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If your hope is for something on this side of eternity you’re setting yourself up to be 
open to false teaching.  Because false teaching will always try to give you what you 
want in the short-term over what God has promised you in the long term.  False 
teaching is so often built around false hope. 

What is it that we’re waiting for?  We’re waiting for the return of Christ.  The time 
when all the effects of sin will cease and God will provide everlasting peace for His 
people. 

I can’t think about this without thinking about the end of Tolkien’s The Return of the 
King.   

At the end of the book, Tolkien describes how evil has been vanquished and all 
things set right.  After the ring is destroyed at Mount Doom, Sam wakes up from his 
sleep surprised he is alive and surprised to see Gandalf.   Then he says, “Is 
everything sad going to come untrue? What’s happened to the world?”  2

One day, we can trust that everything sad will come untrue because our God is 
going to make all things new. 

Revelation 21:5a says Then the one seated on the throne said, “Look, I am 
making everything new.”  

Growing in the faith, growing in prayer, and waiting expectantly on the God who 
makes all things is how we are kept in the faith.   

But we’d be missing Jude’s point if we thought this was a solo venture.  Verses 22-23 
point us to a commitment to one another. 

https://www.michaeljkruger.com/is-everything-sad-going-to-come-untrue-eschatology-in-the-lord-of-the-rings/2
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22 Have mercy on those who waver; 23 save others by snatching them from the fire; 
have mercy on others but with fear, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh. 

Jude is aware that this contending business is difficult and wants us to know that 
some will struggle.  Notice that he’s not focused so much on outsiders, but those 
who are within the life of church he’s writing to.     

Have Mercy on One Another 

Not everyone is always going to contend well.  His first exhortation is to have mercy 
on those who waver.  This is where we begin to see that contending for the faith 
requires not just a commitment to God but to one another as well.  We have to fight 
the temptation—one I find to be ever-present—to look down our nose at someone 
who doesn’t ‘have it together.’  Because none of us have it together.  How should we 
approach one another when we see a brother or sister wavering? 

Listen to Paul’s words in 2 Timothy 2:24 The Lord’s servant must not quarrel, but 
must be gentle to everyone, able to teach, and patient, 25 instructing his 
opponents with gentleness. Perhaps God will grant them repentance leading 
them to the knowledge of the truth.  

Did you notice he used the word gentle twice there?  Approach one another gently. 
But still approach one another.  I don’t know about you, but here’s my tendency.  I 
tend to be passive when I should be firm and firm when I should be passive. 

Why approach one another gently? Remember what is at stake with our doctrine.  
Life and death.  And if your life doesn’t match your doctrine, well if you really belong 
to Christ you want someone to approach you.  So that, as Paul says, God will grant 
repentance. 
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As Christians we should be extremely long-suffering with one another and over time 
whether a brother is momentarily wavering or if they, as Jude says, need to be 
snatched from the fire, we should be filled with mercy for each other. 

Guard One Another 

How important is our relationship with one another?  So important that Jude charges 
us here to save one another from hell. 

It’s why it’s vital for us as a church to have a clear understanding of what salvation 
looks like—not just the moment or mechanics of salvation but the lifestyle that 
accompanies it.  We hear often of people who made a decision once-upon-a-time 
maybe at VBS or a revival or a youth camp and there is now (and perhaps never has 
been) any evidence of change in their lives.  Based on Jude’s letter we should be 
very concerned about those people’s souls.  

You say, gee, that sounds judgmental.  And you know what, if we take a couple of 
verses out of their context we can defend ourselves that way..  Listen to Jesus in 
Matthew 7: 

7 “Do not judge, so that you won’t be judged. 2 For you will be judged by the same 
standard with which you judge others, and you will be measured by the same 
measure you use. 3 Why do you look at the splinter in your brother’s eye but don’t 
notice the beam of wood in your own eye? 

So when we’re confronted about our sin we use this as a defense, but listen to Jesus 
later in the very same passage: 

15 “Be on your guard against false prophets who come to you in sheep’s clothing but 
inwardly are ravaging wolves. 16 You’ll recognize them by their fruit. Are grapes 
gathered from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 17 In the same way, every good tree 
�12



produces good fruit, but a bad tree produces bad fruit. 18 A good tree can’t produce 
bad fruit; neither can a bad tree produce good fruit. 19 Every tree that doesn’t 
produce good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So you’ll recognize them 
by their fruit. 

Jesus telling his followers not to judge is actually a challenge to guard their doctrine.  
Hey, guard yourself first.  But then guard against false believers.  How do you know 
them?  You’ll know them by their fruit.  And if you claim to belong to Christ yet live a 
life that is contrary to what Scripture shows us a Christian really is then you should be 
troubled. 

Ignoring a Christian’s sin is never loving.  Remember, we’re talking about professing 
believers here.  We get very caught up in not wanting to sound judgmental and I get 
that.  But the words we just read from Jesus are from the exact same chapter where 
he said judge not so that you won’t be judged.  How do those two things go 
together 

And dancing around their sinful lifestyle poses its own dangers.  That’s what Jude is 
getting at with the end of verse 23.  If we continue along in relationship together 
and my sinful lifestyle begins to bleed over into your life because I’m blind to it and 
you’re not pointing out to me that it is sin then you haven’t saved me but my sin has 
defiled you.  The word for defile there is literally a word for human waste.  I think 
what Jude is pointing out here is that what destroys us actually comes from inside us.  
That’s why we need each other. 

We should be unabashedly committed to one another’s spiritual health as God’s 
people.  We’re not called to a solo pursuit.  There are hints of that in Jude’s closing 
prayer. Let’s look at it 

24 Now to him who is able to protect you from stumbling and to make you stand in 
the presence of his glory, without blemish and with great joy, 25 to the only God our 
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Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and authority before 
all time, now and forever. Amen. 

That’s what we share in common, church.  Jude said earlier in the letter he wanted to 
write about our common salvation. 

We’re not able, but He is. To protect us from falling and to make us stand in His 
presence, without blemish and with joy.  That only happens through Jesus, so to him 
be glory, majesty, power, and authority.   

In summary: “Remember” the words of the apostles (v. 17). “Keep yourselves in the 
love of God” (v. 21). “Build” one another up “in your most holy faith” (v. 20). “Pray in 
the Holy Spirit” (v. 20). “Wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to 
eternal life” (v.21) “Have mercy on those who doubt” (v. 22). “Save others by 
snatching them” from the “fire” (v. 23). “Show mercy with fear, hating even the 
garment stained by the flesh” (v. 23). This is how to contend.  3

Contending for the faith is hard.  It requires a life of devotion. And it reveals our 
deep need for Christ, spurring us on toward worship.  What does it look like to 
contend well to the end?  I want to leave you with the example of George Whitefield.  
Whitefield was an evangelist who lived during the 1700s.  He suffered from poor 
health all his life but was once famously quoted as saying I’d rather wear out than 
rust out.  The final day of Whitefield’s life serves as a beautiful picture of contending 
well for the faith all the way to the end: 

After preaching for a week in the Portland [Maine] area, Whitefield (only 54 years 
old) was again forced to recognize that he was too unwell to proceed. . . . 
Accordingly, he once more turned southward, to begin, as he thought, the long 
journey back to Georgia. The date was Saturday, September 29, 1770. 
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By noon of that day he reached the town of Exeter. He had not planned to preach 
there but on arriving found he could not refrain from doing so. That is, an outdoor 
platform had been erected and a large company of people had gathered and were 
waiting to hear him. . . . Whitefield’s sermon . . . was two hours in length. . . . 
Following this tremendous effort Whitefield continued his journey and late that 
afternoon arrived at . . . Newburyport, Massachusetts . . . the street in front of the 
house had filled with people, and as he began to make his way up the stairs, several 
of them were at the door, begging him to preach. Unwilling, despite his 
weariness . . . he stood on the landing, halfway up the stairs, candle in hand, 
preaching Christ. He was soon greatly alive to his subject and becoming heedless of 
time he continued to speak, till finally, the candle flickered, burned itself out and 
died away. That dying flame and that burned out candle were representative that 
evening of the man himself and of his life. Whitefield went up to his room and died 
that very night. He had kept himself in the love of God — which meant keeping 
himself all the way to death. His message never changed. He kept the faith. He never 
perverted it by accommodating it to the age. He never denied Christ. He disciplined 
his life. He fled from the presence of sin. And he did it all until the candle of his life 
was extinguished. And on that night, as a result, he entered into the presence of 
God.  4
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