
Intro  
Turn with me in your Bibles if you would to the book of Jude.  There are black Bibles 
in the pew rack in front of you.  Jude is on page 1088 in those.  If you don’t have a 
Bible you can read and understand please take that black Bible with you when we’re 
finished here.  

We started studying this little 25-verse letter last week and saw that in the opening 
two verses Jude roots both his identity and the identity of his readers in the finished 
work of Jesus Christ.  That’s the important foundation on which the imperative of 
verse 3 is set.  Let’s read the first four verses together, though we’ll focus on verses 
3-4 as our main text today: 

Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James: 
To those who are the called, loved by God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ. 
May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you. 
Dear friends, although I was eager to write you about our common salvation, I 
found it necessary to write and exhort you to contend for the faith that was 
delivered to the saints once for all.  
For certain men, who were designated for this judgment long ago, have come in 
by stealth; they are ungodly, turning the grace of our God into promiscuity and 
denying our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

This is the Word of the Lord, may He add His eternal blessing to it.  Let’s pray. 

Jude’s desire was to write a letter in celebration of something they share together—
the blessings of salvation in Jesus Christ.  And while that’s not only important to 
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celebrate but also to deeply understand there is occasion for Jude to write about 
another, more urgent topic.   

You’ve been involved in awkward conversations maybe in your family or in your job 
where you thought it was going to be casual and it turned serious, haven’t you?  
Everything was laid back and then it took a very serious turn.  That’s what happens in 
the middle of verse 3.  Jude found it necessary to exhort his readers to contend for 
the faith that was delivered to the saints once for all.  These verses form the 
centerpiece of the letter and Jude expounds on them in the verses to follow.   

Jude 3 speaks of contending for the faith and vv. 17-23 teach us how to do that 
while Jude 4 looks at challenges to the faith and vv. 5-16 provide evidence to those 
challenges.  That’s where we are headed in the next couple of weeks.   

If you want the message of Jude in a sentence, I believe this one would do: It is 
necessary for every genuine believer to to contend for the faith once for all 
delivered to the saints. 

To understand this urgent and necessary appeal we first have to understand the 
faith we’re contending for, then we need to know what it means to contend, and 
then we’ll see why contending is necessary and we look at that piece last because 
it’s introduced in verse 3 but further explained in verse 4.   

The Faith 

So what is this faith Jude is so concerned with us contending for?  It’s more than just 
your faith.  Hebrews 11 speaks of faith as (Now faith) is the reality of what is 
hoped for, the proof of what is not seen.  That is faith as the act of believing.  But 
there is another use of the word faith in the New Testament that Jude has in mind 
here.  About half the instances of the word faith in the Bible deal with what is 
believed and not the act of believing. 
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Paul writes in 2 Timothy 4:7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, 
I have kept the faith.  Not my faith, but the faith.  Elsewhere, he writes to Titus (1:4) 
his 4 (To Titus, my) true son in our common faith.  

The idea that ‘the faith’ is something bigger than our own personal experience is all 
over the New Testament.   

Acts 6:7 So the word of God spread, the disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly 
in number, and a large group of priests became obedient to the faith. 

1 Corinthians 16:13 Be alert, stand firm in the faith, be courageous, be strong. 

1 Peter 5:8 Be sober-minded, be alert. Your adversary the devil is prowling 
around like a roaring lion, looking for anyone he can devour. 9 Resist him, firm 
in the faith, knowing that the same kind of sufferings are being experienced by 
your fellow believers throughout the world. 

What Jude and Paul and Luke and Peter are getting at here is that there is more to 
the Christian life than your own individual experience of God or opinions about who 
He is.  There is a body of doctrine given by God through His Apostles to the church.   
That’s what Jude means when he writes of a faith delivered to the saints once and 
for all. 

What is the faith? Here’s where I’d love to give you a short, pithy, memorable 
quotable piece of wisdom you can take with you when you leave.  In true baptist 
fashion I’d like it to feature alliteration, but I’m afraid in this instance that is not only 
impossible but it would be dishonest of me.  Because the faith we speak of is far too 
all-encompassing to be boiled down to a sentence yet it is simple enough to be 
understood by a child. 
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It’s the knowledge that a good and eternal God spoke creation into perfect 
existence.  The pinnacle of that creation is mankind, whom he made in his own 
image.  But mankind rebelled and offended their creator.  Yet instead of rendering 
justice, which was his right, God instead stood in their place and bore their 
judgment to rescue man from his own sin.   That same God saves those who confess 
and repent of their sins.  He has called them and adopted them into his family 
through the finished work of Jesus Christ.  That is the faith that has been handed 
down to the saints once and for all.  The faith Jude is speaking of is knowledge of 
those truths but it’s also so much more because knowledge of those truths redefines 
your reality. 

This is more than a personal experience it is a doctrine for life.  Doctrine is a church 
word but an important one.  It just means a set of beliefs and the faith handed down 
to the saints once and for all is a set of beliefs that redefines absolutely everything 
about your life.  It changes the default setting of how you view God,  how you view 
yourself and how you view the people around you.  Your doctrine dictates your 
interaction with God, self, and the rest of creation whether you recognize it or not.  
There is a set of beliefs by which you live your life and Jude is appealing to his 
readers to let the doctrine of God’s Word be the doctrine that governs all you do. 

Over and over again the Bible speaks to the need for God’s people to understand 
sound doctrine and the danger of false doctrine.  Listen to 1 Timothy 6 (2b-4) 

Teach and encourage these things. 3 If anyone teaches false doctrine and does 
not agree with the sound teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ and with the 
teaching that promotes godliness, 4 he is conceited and understands nothing, 
but has an unhealthy interest in disputes and arguments over words.  

Sound teaching is the way CSB renders the idea of right doctrine.  Paul encourages 
young Timothy to  
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Hold on to the pattern of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the 
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. (2 Tim 1:13) 

Titus is encouraged to  

But you are to proclaim things consistent with sound teaching. (Titus 2:1) 

Folks, doctrine matters.  You live out a set of beliefs every day of your life and there 
has been some pushback within evangelical churches at times that we don’t need 
more doctrine we just need to love people.  I agree strongly with half that.  We do 
need to love people.  We desperately need to love people.  Christian churches 
should be the most loving institutions on the planet. 

Knowing and teaching sound doctrine is one of the most loving things we can do for 
each other and the people outside the walls of this building. If you want to 
experience a robust walk with the Lord, you have to have sound doctrine.   

You’re never going to have more joy, you’re never going to lead a more fulfilled life 
than you do when you understand and experience God the way the Bible speaks of 
Him.  

Doctrine is not an affair of the tongue, but of the life; is not apprehended by the 
intellect and memory merely, like other branches of learning; but is received 
only when it possesses the whole soul, and finds its seat and habitation in the 
inmost recesses of the heart. John Calvin  1

Sound doctrine is necessary to grow as God’s people and we also need to point out 
that sound doctrine is completed doctrine. 

 http://www.theologywebsite.com/etext/calvin/institutes/bkiii10.htm1
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Jude tells us this faith was delivered to the saints once for all.  It came from God, not 
from men.  It was delivered to men by God’s messengers, preserved for us in 
Scripture, and has been the same for going on 2,000 years.   When Jude wrote this 
letter in the late first century the tenets of the Christian faith were already 
established. It’s not open for us to change or to reimagine in any way. 

We need to recognize that we are not immune to this as a church.  We must be firmly 
committed to both learning and teaching sound doctrine in everything we do, from 
our corporate gatherings like we are doing right now to our Sunday School classes, 
and youth and children’s ministries.  If we are not centered on the truth of the gospel 
and all its implications for daily life in those areas then we run the very real risk of 
losing our core mission as a church.  We’ve seen it happen to numerous mainline 
denominations in our nation who have substituted false teachings in regard to 
marriage, sexuality, and gender roles among other things for the historic truth of 
Christianity that was first given to the Apostles. 

And it’s not just a risk for other churches.  The Southern Baptist Convention as a 
whole ran a real risk just a few decades ago of losing our commitment to sound 
doctrine and following other denominations into theological liberalism. 

Listen to a short excerpt from Albert Mohler’s first convocation speech at Southern 
Seminary back in 1993: 

“As Southern Baptists, we are in danger of becoming God’s most 
unembarrassed pragmatists much more enamored with statistics than invested 
in theological substance. . . Southern Baptists are now much more feverishly 
concerned with doing than with believing and thus our denominational soul is 
in jeopardy. This people of God must reclaim a theological tradition which 
understands all of our denominational activity to be founded upon prior 
doctrinal commitments. This is true for the denomination at every level and of 
the local churches as well. . . It doesn't matter whether we go out there if we 
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don't have the message that saves. Don't just do something. Stand there on the 
Bible. Stand there on the truth. Stand there on the gospel. Stand there on what 
the Bible says about Jesus. Believe that and then we’ll do something.”  2

The issue was that we became so concerned with reaching people that we ran the 
risk of forgetting the core convictions that caused us to be reaching out in the first 
place.  Getting people in the doors of the church is not the goal.  This is an 
important distinction.  Getting people in the doors of First Baptist Church is not the 
goal because that is not what saves.  We can spend a lot of time trying to get people 
in those doors but walking through those doors has no bearing on where you spend 
your eternity.   But when they do come through those doors, or when they walk into 
your home, or when you sit down with them at lunch you have to be able to 
communicate what our faith really is and the way to do that is to know sound 
doctrine.   

If we pitch the faith as, “Do you want to go to hell or heaven?” we are not just selling 
both God and the person we’re sharing with short but we’re not sharing the gospel.  
Because the gospel is not do you want to go to hell or heaven.  The gospel is, as 
Danny Akin, president of Southeastern Seminary put it: “the good news that Jesus 
Christ came from heaven, died on the cross having lived a perfect sinless life, 
bore then in His body the full penalty of our sins, was raised from the dead. 
Those who repent of sin and place their faith in the perfect work of Christ can 
and will be saved.”  3

That is sound doctrine and that is what Jude is begging his readers to contend for.  
But to contend for it, we have to know it.  And if we know it, it will change us.  And 
that change will be a hard-fought process.  That’s why Jude tells us we must 
contend for this faith. 

 http://equip.sbts.edu/resource/dont-just-do-something-stand-there/2

 https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/trevin-wax/gospel-definitions-danny-akin/3
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Contending 

The word in the original language is a compound of two words, one meaning 
toward and the other meaning to strive.  To strive for the faith.  Hearing the word, 
though, gives us a better understanding of what Jude has in mind.  The word is 
Agonizomai.  It sounds like our word agonize and that’s a pretty apt description.  
One lexicon defines the word this way: “effort expended . . . in a noble cause.”  4

There is no more noble effort, no effort more worthy of your time and of your 
resources than knowing, understanding, and preparing to communicate the faith 
that was delivered to you.  It is the duty of everyone who belongs to Christ to 
contend for the faith by committing to deeply understand the truth God has set 
before us.  Listen to what Paul tells Timothy: (2 Tim 2:1-2) 

You, therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 What you 
have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, commit to faithful men 
who will be able to teach others also. 

The faith was delivered to Paul and through Paul it was delivered to Timothy and he’s 
telling Timothy to be strong in it, and know it sufficiently that he can pass down that 
whole truth to the next generation of believers.  If we don’t strive to know the faith 
we won’t be able to contend for it.  That’s why Jesus was very specific in his wording 
of the Great Commission: 

Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe 
everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20) 

 Walter Bauer, ed. Frederick William Danker, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early 4

Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), p. 356.
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Don’t miss that second verse.  We’re to make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit AND teaching them 
to observe EVERYTHING I have commanded you.  We have to know the faith to 
teach the faith. 

Some of you are extremely talented when it comes to working with your hands.  
There are people in this room who can take lumber and nails and concrete and turn 
them into a house.  I’m not one of those guys.  I have about a 50/50 success rate 
when it comes to assembling IKEA furniture.  I’m not the guy to teach you about how 
to do construction, but some of you could do it really well.  I don’t know how, so I 
can’t teach it.  If you don’t know the faith yourself, how can you pass it on? 

There’s a reward here.  The reward is in knowing the faith.  The more you understand 
about who God is the more you understand about how deeply He loves you the 
more motivated you are to worship him.  The reward isn’t just in passing it along, but 
it’s in knowing him.  Think about about how much more you love your spouse or 
your children now than you did when you first met them.  The deeper we know, the 
deeper we love. 

And the deeper we love God, the deeper we’ll love his people and we’ll want them 
to strive for the faith just like us.  Look at how Paul’s heart comes out as he’s writing 
to the church at Philippi: (1:9-11) 

9 And I pray this: that your love will keep on growing in knowledge and every 
kind of discernment, 10 so that you may approve the things that are superior 
and may be pure and blameless in the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ to the glory and praise of God. 

Contending for the faith led Paul to pray that the Philippians would grow in 
knowledge and discernment.  Knowledge of what?  The faith! Why discernment?  
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For the same reason that Jude is writing this letter.  We’ve seen the faith, we’ve seen 
what it means to contend, now let’s see why Jude calls this exhortation necessary. 

Necessary 

He says he found it necessary to write about these things and verse 4 explains why: 
For some people, who were designated for this judgment long ago, have come in by 
stealth; they are ungodly, turning the grace of our God into sensuality and denying 
Jesus Christ, our only Master and Lord. 

Jude’s readers were being threatened and the thing that made this threat so 
dangerous is that it was a threat from within.  He said they had come in by stealth, 
they snuck into the family of the church and they claimed to belong to Christ yet 
their teaching wasn’t Christian and they were trying to lead genuine believers astray.   

Jesus told his followers to expect this very problem.  Matthew 24:11 Many false 
prophets will rise up and deceive many.  

It’s not a new problem today and it wasn’t even a new problem when Jude wrote 
about it.  Listen to Paul’s words as he addressed the leaders of the church at 
Ephesus: 

28 Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has 
appointed you as overseers, to shepherd the church of God, which he 
purchased with his own blood. 29 I know that after my departure savage 
wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Men will rise up even 
from your own number and distort the truth to lure the disciples into following 
them. 31 Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for three 
years I never stopped warning each one of you with tears. 
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From your own number, distort the truth and lure people away—that’s the danger if 
we don’t know the truth for ourselves.  God takes the preservation of the faith 
extremely seriously.  He’s already judged the false teachers—Jude tells us they were 
set aside to be judged seriously long ago.  But we still contend with them even 
within the church today.  Sometimes the distortion is malicious and sometimes it’s 
due to misunderstanding but its a distortion nonetheless.   

Jude shows us a couple of forms it takes in verse 4.   They turn grace into sensuality 
and they deny Christ as Lord and Master. 

The first error is that they use grace as an excuse to do whatever they want.  Here’s 
the way I’ve seen this error most commonly show up today: God just wants you to be 
happy.  Be whoever your heart tells you to be, marry whoever your heart tells you to 
marry, work and live wherever you think you’ll be happiest because God’s a happy 
guy and he wants you to be happy to.  We live in a self-fulfillment world but we’ve 
been handed a self-denial faith.  God doesn’t want you to be happy.  God wants you 
to be joyful and that’s so much better.  Happy is momentary and dependent upon 
circumstances.  Joy literally lasts for eternity and only grows deeper the more you 
experience Christ. 

But wait a minute, what does it matter if I have this sin habit.  Popping a few pills 
takes the edge off my day, getting drunk every night makes my problem a little more 
bearable, I know I’m angry when I’m home with my wife and kids but I’m just under 
so much pressure.  God has grace for those things.  Why are they such a big deal? 

Well, listen to Romans 6:1-2  

What should we say then? Should we continue in sin so that grace may 
multiply? 2 Absolutely not! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 
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To continue on in habitual sin is an abuse of grace and it’s a denial that Jesus is who 
He claimed to be.  That’s the second error Jude points out in verse 4.  If we abuse 
grace we deny that Christ is Lord.  When you get saved you’re not just accepting 
heaven you’re submitting to a Master.   

It’s the cheap grace that Dietrich Bonhoeffer warned about in The Cost of 
Discipleship.  He wrote:  

Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, 
baptism without church discipline, Communion without confession, absolution 
without personal confession. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace 
without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate. . . .Costly 
grace is the sanctuary of God; it has to be protected from the world, and not 
thrown to the dogs. It is therefore the living word, the Word of God, which he 
speaks as it pleases him. Costly grace confronts us as a gracious call to follow 
Jesus, it comes as a word of forgiveness to the broken spirit and the contrite 
heart. Grace is costly because it compels a man to submit to the yoke of Christ 
and follow him; it is grace because Jesus says: “My yoke is easy and my burden 
is light.”  5

True faith demands that we devote ourselves to the earnestly seek to grow in our 
understanding of who God is so that we stand ready not just to preach the gospel to 
those outside the church but to correct and encourage those within.   

But do you know where the biggest threat in my life and in your life really comes 
from?  Right here.  Our biggest enemy is not someone out there, it’s our own 
unbelief, our own sinful hearts that struggle against our ability to contend for the 
faith. 

 Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. The Cost of Discipleship . Touchstone. Kindle Edition. 5
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And when you couple that with the very real threat of false teaching both inside and 
outside the church today it’s clear that we need desperately to contend well for the 
faith. 

How do we do that?  Let me give you a few practical application points as we close: 

1. Know the Word — Everything you need to understand to be saved and to grow 
as a Christian is contained in this Book.  If you want to contend for the faith it 
begins here.   

2. Pray — As you study the Bible, commit to praying that God would grant you His 
wisdom to understand its truth.  This isn’t easy—remember, it’s akin to agonizing.  
One of the most common prayers of the New Testament is for spiritual growth 
and wisdom.  When you study Scripture it’s unlike anything else you do.  It’s not 
just information, it’s interaction with the Trinity.  Christ is the very Word of God 
made flesh, God inspired the Scriptures, and the Holy Spirit reveals their truth to 
you. 

3. Connect — You were not made to contend for the faith alone and it doesn’t 
happen in one 75-minute service on Sunday mornings.  Connect with other 
believers and read the Bible with them, pray together, and grow together.  Our 
Sunday School classes are a perfect place for that. 

We’ll look more at what it means to contend for the faith and why we need to do it in 
the days ahead.  Let’s pray.  
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