
Intro  
Join me if you will in Matthew chapter 5.  We’re continuing to look at characteristics of the people who 
are in God’s Kingdom from the beatitudes.   

Each one begins with the word blessed, we call them beatitudes from the Latin word that means blessing.  
If you’ve been with us the last few weeks you’ll remember that these beatitudes are not independent of 
one another.  Each one builds upon the foundation of the last.  If you start in verse three with the 
recognition of your own spiritual bankruptcy, the realization that you have no life spiritually apart from a 
work of Christ, which leads not just to repentance of sin, but  mourning of sin.  The first two promises, 
then, are that you’ll belong to the kingdom of God and you’ll find comfort in the God who overcomes the 
sin that is the cause of your mourning.  And it’s from that place of mourning that you see yourself, perhaps 
for the first time, accurately.  That is, humbly.  There is nothing in us that should impress us.  The promise 
for the truly humble is a reassurance that you’re in God’s family and you have an inheritance.  

That humility and promise of a future, verse 6, leads to a desperation for the things of God.  A hunger and 
thirst for righteousness.  And the promise is that when we pursue righteousness we’ll be filled.  God 
responds to that pursuit, he satisfies that hunger. 

So now that we see God’s people are to be appropriately humble and we are to have a hunger for the 
things of God we see how that hunger expresses itself outwardly.  First, in hearts that are merciful toward 
others.  And for us to be merciful we’ll need an understanding of both purity and peace.  Let’s read 
together verses 8-9: 

Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they will be called sons of God. 

Pray 

Pure in heart 

Kingdom people are pure in heart.  Happy, Jesus says, are the pure in heart.  
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I had an uncle who bred Boer goats when I was growing up.  I’m not a farmer but I understand that 
bloodlines are important when it comes to raising livestock.  Apparently, with these particular goats a 
purebred could mean a number of things.  Based on an animal’s bloodline it could be something like 
95% or so pure and be considered purebred.  So somewhere along the line one of its ancestors would 
have been bred to an unregistered goat but for the most part it was pure.  You couldn’t tell any difference 
by looking at them.  You just knew the animal’s pedigree. 

Full-Blooded goats, though, they were the ones you really wanted.  And from what I understand they were 
rare.  Their bloodline was 100% registered.  They were Boer through and through.  Free of any kind of 
mixture or impurity. 

Kingdom people are to have hearts that are the same through and through.  Our prayer should not be 
just that God creates in us a clean heart.  That’s a good prayer, in fact David prays just that in Psalm 51.  
But Jesus takes it even further here.  Our hearts are to be pure, not just clean.  There’s a difference.  Pure 
gold is not just clean gold.  It’s 100% gold.  Gold through and through. 

Now, we’re not just talking about physical hearts here.  Jesus doesn’t want to be your cardiologist.  The 
heart was spoken of figuratively in a little bit of a different way in the ancient near east.  For us the heart, I 
think, means the center of emotion.  We talk about broken hearts or having our hearts set on something.  
The heart is emotion, the brain is logic.  But it was different for Jesus’ original audience. 

The heart was spoken of as the center of the mind, the center of knowledge.  Look at how Jesus spoke of 
it in Matthew 15: 

18 But what comes out of the mouth comes from the heart, and this defiles a person. 19 For from 
the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, sexual immoralities, thefts, false testimonies, 
slander.  

We’d say those things come from the brain, I think.  So we have a different vernacular for the heart.  In 
Jesus’ way of thinking, the ancient near eastern way of thinking, the heart is the center of the person.  
When they thought about emotions, they’d refer to the bowels.  That may seem strange to us, but we see 
it elsewhere in the New Testament. 

In Philippians 1:8 Paul writes For God is my witness, how deeply I miss all of you with the affection of Christ 
Jesus.   The word we translate affection there is literally bowels, the inward parts.  So when Jesus talks 
about a pure heart he isn’t talking about pure feelings. 
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He’s talking about purity in who you are, the essence of your being.  We are to be the same all the way 
through.  In all situations, with all people, no matter who is looking, we should be consistent in who we 
are both in our attitudes and actions.  That sounds easy, doesn’t it? 

But like the other beatitudes this isn’t a some new spiritual reality that Jesus cooked up.  The idea that 
God’s people would have a singularity of focus has always been true. 

Listen to Psalm 24 

3 Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord? 
Who may stand in his holy place? 
4 The one who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
who has not appealed to what is false, 
and who has not sworn deceitfully. 
5 He will receive blessing from the Lord, 
and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 

Right there it is, pure heart and a promise of blessing in the Old Testament.   As Kingdom people we are 
to be pure.  We’re to be the same through and through.   

The opposite of this characteristic is to be double-minded.  You’ve met these folks. They say one thing 
and do another.  They act one way around one group of people and another way around different group.  
At church they act one way.  On Saturday they act quite another.  And they even seem to be blessed. 

Being a different person in different situations can seem advantageous and may actually be 
advantageous in the short term.  Oh, I have to act that way to get ahead in the business world.  I have to 
act that way to get this group of people to like me, to fit in at work or in my neighborhood. That’s not who 
I really am, that’s just how I have to behave.  That kind of thinking doesn’t pass the duck test.  Are you 
familiar with the duck test?   

This probably isn’t scientific but I still find it helpful.  If it looks like a duck, swims like a duck, quacks like a 
duck then it probably isn’t a Christian.  If you act the world, talk like the world, and live like the world. . . 
you’re probably in that kingdom and not in God’s.  

Jesus says the pure in heart are blessed, which means the double-minded aren’t.  And the Bible states 
that truth over-and-over again.  James 1:8 tells us the double-minded person is unstable in all his ways.  
He shouldn’t expect to receive anything from the Lord. 
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So how is this pure heart lived out?  What does it look like when put in motion?   

It looks like integrity.  It looks like sincerity.  It characterizes the person whose heart is singularly focused 
on fellowship with and obedience to the Lord.  Just like a pure gold bar is gold all the way through, the 
focus of our hearts should be God through hand through.   

We should have purity in the way we think about and address Him, purity in the way we think about 
ourselves, purity in the way we think about others, and purity in the way we treat them. 

Now, if you’re like me you hear that and cringe.  Because I know my heart.  I want a pure heart.  But I know 
what’s in there.  How many of you have a room in your house, maybe a closet, maybe a guest room, or 
something.  That when people are coming over you just take all the junk you don’t want people to see 
and cram it in there?  So when people are there what they see looks nice.  It looks pure, even.  But you 
know the truth.  You know the reality that if they open the wrong door they’re going to perish under a 
mountain of laundry and kids’ toys. 

Sometimes I feel like that’s the best I can do.  The outside can seem pure, but it doesn’t go all the way 
through to the core.  I have thoughts I shouldn’t have or motives I shouldn’t have.  So what does that 
mean for me?  If the pure in heart will see God does that mean that you and I won’t? 

Let’s talk about two different kinds of purity for a second.  I hope this helps you see what it means to live 
this well.  Let’s talk about positional purity first.  If you were here last week when we talked about 
righteousness you may remember that we mention our position as righteous in the sight of God. The 
truth that just as our sins and their punishment was paid for by Christ on the Cross, His righteousness was 
credited to our account.  That exchange is seen perhaps most clearly in 2 Corinthians 5:21 where Paul 
tells us  

21 He made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 

Even though on this side of eternity we are not ever going to live up to God’s standard of righteousness 
He has credited righteousness to us.   

Just like we have a positional righteousness, God has granted us a positional purity.  In 2 Corinthians 11 
Paul refers to the church as a pure virgin.  We won’t achieve pure hearts on this side of eternity but 
because of God’s grace this beatitude promises we will see God.  That’s the second type of purity and 
we’ll call it progressive purity. 
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What should be true of us in this life, though, is that we become purer over time.  We don’t have the 
option as Kingdom people of saying, “Well, purity is hard I guess I’ll just quit trying.”   

In fact, in light of God’s goodness we should do just the opposite.  Listen to Paul again: 

 So then, dear friends, since we have these promises, let us cleanse ourselves from every impurity of 
the flesh and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God. (2 Cor 7:1) 

We are to strive for pure motives and pure living. Sure, we fail.  But the Bible tells us how to deal with 
failure.  If we confess our sins, He’s faithful and still righteous to keep on cleansing us from all 
unrighteousness.  What do we do with temptation and the failure? Every time you fail you repent and you 
deal with it, and God cleanses it and you move on to a greater level of purity.  1

If this isn’t a characteristic of your life there is some warning in Scripture.  Just like the beatitudes offer 
promise and blessing for those who belong to Christ, there is warning and a different kind of promise for 
those who aren’t His.  Listen to 1 Corinthians 6: 

9 Don’t you know that the unrighteous will not inherit God’s kingdom? Do not be deceived: No 
sexually immoral people, idolaters, adulterers, or males who have sex with males, 10 no thieves, 
greedy people, drunkards, verbally abusive people, or swindlers will inherit God’s kingdom. 11 And 
some of you used to be like this. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Cor 6:9-11) 

Just like there are list of characteristics here that mark out God’s people, there are characteristics that 
mark out those who aren’t his, too.  So my question for you before we move onto the next point is, how’s 
your heart?  What are the motives that guide your actions?  Are they pure?  You can fool me.  I’m easy to 
fool.  But none of us are going to fool God.  He knows the real answers to those questions. 

You can fool the pastor.  But God sees you heart and He wants your heart! And its out of hearts that are 
yielded to Him, out of hearts that are growing in purity that the next beatitude flows.   

Peacemakers 
Read verse 9 with me again: 

Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they will be called sons of God. 

 https://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/90-194/the-only-way-to-happiness-be-pure-in-heart1
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We’re going to break this down like we did the last verse.  There are some nuances to the idea of peace 
we need to see in detail.  Then we’ll look at how this beatitude is lived out, specifically in the church, and 
we’ll close by seeing the promised blessing. 

First, the meaning of peace.  For us peace, I think, is the absence of something.  If we aren’t at war, we are 
at peace.  Peace is the absence of war.   

But the Biblical sense is different. The word in the original Greek means the presence of a harmonious 
relationship, not just the absence of conflict.  It actually comes from a root word that means ‘to join 
together something that is broken.’  Isn’t that what peace is?   

To have peace means that we are joined together, there is nothing between us.  God has created peace 
between Himself and us, if we belong to Him.   

To have peace with God means that there is nothing—no sin, no guilt, no condemnation—that separates us. 
And that peace with God is possible only through Christ.  Romans 5:1 Therefore, since we have been 
declared righteous by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Peace has been delivered to us.  Not through our actions, but through God’s.   
It’s what God has done for us. Remember what the angels said in Luke 2?  Glory to God in the highest 
and on earth, what?  Peace.  

Peace has been delivered to us and now we’ve been tasked as peacemakers.  Listen to Jesus in John 14: 

27 “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Don’t let 
your heart be troubled or fearful.  

Christ came to bring peace and He left us with peace.  So what does it look like for us to make peace? 

There’s an active sense to what we’re called to do.  We are to actively make peace.  One of the ways we 
do this is by doing the work of the Great Commission.  We participate in God’s peacemaking effort with 
humanity by sharing with them the reality that they’re not at peace with God.  They’re separated. They 
aren’t whole.  So we bring about God’s peace by evangelism.   

But there’s an interpersonal aspect here that is going to be even more challenging for many of us.  What 
does it meant to be actively at peace with those around us?  Well, it means we don’t harbor any 
brokenness or any conflict with anyone whether outright or just internal.  As Kingdom people we want to 
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be at peace, in whole relationships without anything between us.  We should be neither in open conflict 
or in private conflict with anyone. 

What does private conflict mean?  Oh, you know.  It’s those things we have in our heads against people 
that they don’t even know about.  We can be at conflict with people and they don’t even know it, can’t 
we?  They did something or said something and now I’m mad at them . . .I’m never going to tell them 
about it.  But I’m mad at them.  Maybe they didn’t even do anything.  Have you ever been mad at 
someone for something they did in one of your dreams?   

Even these internal conflicts, these grudges, have no place in the Kingdom.  Why?  Because if we have 
external conflict we’re obviously not at peace.  And if we have internal conflict, anger in our hearts, hatred 
in our heart, then we’re not pure in heart anymore.  So we have to actively make peace.  As God’s people 
we should be peace brokers.  People who work to actively broker peace, especially between one another. 

Commentator Dennis Johnson noted: The divine grace that wrote our names on the electing heart of 
God before the creation of the universe infinitely overshadows any and every interpersonal friction 
that threatens to divide us.  2

So what do you do when you have conflict?  We’re going to address how we handle conflicts between 
believers here.  Many of you have conflict with people who don’t belong to Christ, some of these 
principles will apply there, too, but Jesus is speaking here to people who belong to Him so this is the type 
of conflict we’ll deal with.  We’ll look next week at conflict with the outside world. 

Pray 

First, pray.  If some action or attitude has caused a rift between you an another believer you should start 
resolving the conflict on your knees.  It’s really hard to be mad at someone who you are consistently 
praying for.  Praying for one another specifically and by name resets our attitude.  Remember how Paul 
modeled prayer for us in Philippians 1:9-11:  

9 And I pray this: that your love will keep on growing in knowledge and every kind of discernment, 
10 so that you may approve the things that are superior and may be pure and blameless in the day 
of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ to the glory and 
praise of God. 

  Johnson, Dennis E.. Philippians (Reformed Expository Commentaries) (p. 257). P&R Publishing. Kindle Edition. 2
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Pray for love to grow in knowledge and discernment in both of your lives.  Pray for both of your lives to 
bear good spiritual fruit.  And do it regularly for a period of time before you rush to address a conflict.  
Many times, especially if the conflict only exists in our own minds, this will cure the conflict in and of itself. 

Check Yourself 
Second, check your own heart.  Did the offender really offend?  We live in a society that is driven by 
feelings.  And so many conflicts within the church start out as—or are solely based on—hurt feelings.   

This may sound strange in a feelings-driven culture, but just because your feelings are hurt doesn’t 
necessarily mean that you’ve been wronged.  Our feelings aren’t always a barometer for truth.  In fact, 
because we are fallen human beings then we need to acknowledge that our feelings are fallen as well. 

The prophet Jeremiah wrote: (Jer. 17:9) 

The heart is more deceitful than anything else, 
and incurable—who can understand it? 

But because we are surrounded by people who take their cues more from Disney than the bible, we can 
fall into the line of thinking that because I feel it, it must be true.  That’s the core of every Disney princess 
movie ever made.  Just follow your heart and you’ll end up with your prince and your happily ever after.   
But the bible teaches that if we were to follow our own hearts we would end up in hell.  Paul writes in 
Romans that no one is righteous.  James details for us how our own feelings can drive us away from God: 
(1:14-15) 

14 But each person is tempted when he is drawn away and enticed by his own evil desire. 15 Then 
after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin, and when sin is fully grown, it gives birth to death. 

Our feelings can fool us.  That’s why we need to always be rooted in the truth of Scripture.  And if a 
brother or sister has hurt us we need to search ourselves and make sure they have actually done 
something wrong before we address it.   

Once we have prayed for our offender, and ourselves, and looked deep into the real source of our 
hurt . . .then we address the issue with the source. 

Go to the source 

Jesus said in Matthew 18:15 If your brother sins against you, go and rebuke him in private.  
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Address the issue one-on-one with the individual.  Notice that Jesus’ command here is exactly that: a 
command.  He didn't say ‘If your brother sins against you, go and tell your Sunday School class, your best 
friend, and make a vague Facebook post about it.   

When dealing with conflict, the Biblical method always keeps the circle as small as possible.  The conflict 
is between the two of you, try to keep it there.   

But what if they won’t listen or if the two of you still disagree? 

Involve Christian mediators 

Jesus continued in Matthew 18 
If he listens to you, you have won your brother. 16 But if he won’t listen, take one or two others with you, so 
that by the testimony of two or three witnesses every fact may be established.   

Typically, within the context of the local church if you need to involve one or two others you should make 
them pastors or deacons.   

We have elected Godly men to these two offices of leadership within the church to serve the church.  We 
have men—and their wives in many cases—who are able and willing to help address conflict within 
members of this church body.  If you have to go to this step in the process of reconciliation, start with me 
or Pastor Scott or one of our deacons.  That’s part of why we are here. 

Usually, we will come to some kind of resolution at this point.  But if we don’t, Jesus gives us two further 
steps:  The first is to involve the local church.   

17 If he doesn’t pay attention to them, tell the church.  

Involve the church 

We need to quickly note two things here.  The first three steps are helpful for any conflict that you have 
with other people.  These last two apply directly to members of the local church. . . and ultimately I 
believe they are part of the motivation to become a church member. 

When a Christian joins a local church a number of things are happening.  Your authentic faith is affirmed 
by other Christians—we are saying that to the best of our knowledge and by your testimony and the way 
that you live your life we believe you to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.  You are also asking other believers 
to join in pursuing a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ.  That means that if you fall into sin, you’re 
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asking them to help you.  You may not ask in the moment that you’re sinning, but in a moment of clear 
conscience you’re asking them to hold you accountable.  And you’ll do the same for them.  

Now, involving the church body in an interpersonal dispute is rare.  And we will never make a practice 
airing the dirty laundry of our congregation in front of 200 people as long as I’m here.  But if we have a 
person who claims to be a Christian and they are unwilling to reconcile their differences with another 
believer even after they have repeatedly been encouraged to by a number of different church leaders 
who love them over an extended period of time then we must inform the assembly.  Why?  So that we can 
all pray specifically and so that we can all encourage in whatever possible way we can in the hope that we 
will see restoration.  In our context, this would likely happen in a members meeting so that we meet Jesus’ 
command here to inform the church but so that we can keep the circle as small as possible.  Our Sunday 
morning meetings are open to anyone.  Our members meetings technically are as well, but there are far 
fewer outsiders present there than there are on Sunday mornings.   

After a period of time when the unrepentant individual and the church are both aware of the situation, 
Jesus goes on to give us one further instruction:  

Change Your Focus 

Continuing in Matthew 18: 
If he doesn’t pay attention even to the church, let him be like a Gentile and a tax collector to you.  

An unrepentant person who refuses to seek unity is behaving like an unbeliever.  Jesus says to treat him 
like one.  You’re not trying to disciple them you’re trying to evangelize them.  Gentiles and tax collectors 
were outside the kingdom.  Jesus is saying this person has failed the duck test. 

The hope here is that this extreme measure would cause the offender to realize how grave this sin has 
become in their life and encourage repentance. The goal of Christian reconciliation is always restoration.  

Restoration is hard work, but it’s worth it.  Listen to what A.W. Tozer wrote regarding harmony within the 
church: 

Some misguided Christian leaders feel that they must preserve harmony at any cost, so they do 
everything possible to reduce friction. They should remember that there is no friction in a machine 
that has been shut down for the night. Turn off the power, and you will have no problem with 
moving parts. Also remember that there is a human society where there are no problems—the 
cemetery. The dead have no differences of opinion. They generate no heat, because they have no 
energy and no motion. But their penalty is sterility and complete lack of achievement. What then is 
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the conclusion of the matter? That problems are the price of progress, that friction is the 
concomitant of motion, that a live and expanding church will have a certain quota of difficulties as a 
result of its life and activity. A Spirit-filled church will invite the anger of the enemy.” 

The promise of this beatitude is that we’ll be recognized as the family of God.  In God’s family we deal 
with conflict differently than the world.  Ultimately, in an infinitely more loving fashion.  Let’s pray.
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