
Intro  
Join me if you will in Matthew chapter 6. 

The majority of chapter 5 dealt with inward heart attitudes. But we see a shift in the first part of chapter 6.  
For the next three weeks we’ll see Jesus teaching on the outward practices of His disciples.   

Welsh theologian Martin Lloyd-Jones wrote the following about the chapter we’re about to study: 

We may as well realize at the outset that this chapter 6 is again a very searching one; indeed, we can 
go further and say that it is a very painful one. I sometimes think that it is one of the most 
uncomfortable chapters to read in the entire Scriptures.  It probes and examines and holds a mirror 
up before us, and it will not allow us to escape.  There is no chapter which is more calculated to 
promote self-humbling and humiliation than this particular one.  But thank God for it.  The Christian 
should always be anxious to know himself.   1

Self-humbling humiliation is not something we’d seek on our own.  But the more we know our God the 
more we recognize that’s exactly what we desperately need.  Let’s read together.  Matthew 6:1-4, hear the 
Word of the Lord: 

“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. Otherwise, you 
have no reward with your Father in heaven. 2 So whenever you give to the poor, don’t sound a 
trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be applauded by 
people. Truly I tell you, they have their reward. 3 But when you give to the poor, don’t let your left 
hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you. 

This ends today’s reading of God’s holy and inspired Word.  Join me in praying for Him to add His 
blessing to our study of it together: 

Gracious Father, we ask for clarity from your Holy Sprit that we might understand Your Word.  We ask that 
you would cause us not just to understand it in our minds but that you would write its truth on our hearts.  
Change our wills.  Make us a generous people.  Help us give sacrificially, with self-denial, and with joy and 

 Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Studies on the Sermon on the Mount, 2911
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cheerfulness.  And we pray, God, that our reading of the Word, and the preaching of your Word would 
bring honor to your Holy name.  For we ask it through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

There is a tension for some when the topic of money comes up in the church.  The subject of today’s 
sermon isn’t money, it’s generosity but that certainly involves money.  And we shouldn’t be uncomfortable 
talking about the place of both money and generosity where our faith is concerned because the Bible 
does it a lot. 

And one of the things I love about consecutive exposition, preaching through books of the Bible, is that 
we haven’t arrived in this text because I wanted us to.  We haven’t arrived at this text because the offering 
is good or the offering is bad.  We haven’t arrived at this text because of the budget or the building.  
We’ve arrived at this text because it’s the next text. 

And we’ll talk about money because Jesus talks about money.   In all the Bible there are over 2,000 verses 
that deal with money.  But if you’re here and you belong to Jesus you don’t have to worry that the church 
wants to take any money that belongs to you.  

Because if you’re here and you belong to Jesus you understand that you don’t have any money that 
belongs to you.  God is wealthy beyond our imagination.   He’s so wealthy He spoke the whole world into 
existence and it didn’t cost Him a thing.  Everything we consider valuable God is responsible for. And I say 
you don’t have any money because if you belong to Jesus you understand that God has given you 
resources to steward, or to manage, on His behalf.   

You say, now wait a minute preacher I worked hard for everything I have.  I hope so.  The Bible tells you to 
do just that. .  .but who’s body did you use to do the work?  Yours, too?  How’d you make it?   

From the get-go we need to understand the foundational truth that everything we have comes from God, 
belongs to God, and finds its purpose in God.  Your bank account, your house, your car, your kids, 
anything you can put the word ‘your’ in front of came from a Sovereign God.  And He still owns it. 

He has allowed us to manage it for a time and the truth of the text today is that we can manage it for self-
righteousness or for true righteousness.  And the difference in large part boils down to how we 
understand God as our Father. 

Here’s the main point of our time together today.  If you don’t walk out of here understanding anything 
else I hope you get this: A right understanding of God as Father drives disciples to lives marked by 
generosity.  I know that’s a little wordy so let me shorten it a little bit—Get God right, get generosity right.  
Get God wrong, get generosity wrong. 
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We’ll see in verses 2-4 some dos and don’ts of generosity.  But our passage starts off with a warning. 

It says be careful in the CSB, other translations use the word beware or even take heed.  Think of this 
verse as a spiritual check engine light.  Ok, some of us would just say “I checked it.  It’s still there.  Let’s roll 
on.”  Others would stop immediately and try to figure out the problem. 

Jesus knows the problem because He knows His disciples hearts better than they do.  And the human 
heart wants the praise of men.  It wants to be adored.  One of the ways we can most easily earn that is to 
do good things in front of others.  And there’s great danger in that. 

Don’t think we’re not supposed to do good works.  Remember Ephesians 2:10 For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time for us to 
do. 

Jesus isn’t saying we are not to do good works.  In fact, he implies we are supposed to practice our 
righteousness in verse 1.  Just not to be seen by others. 

We’ve talked about this word righteousness a number of times in this series but I’m not sure if we’ve 
stopped to define it.  Let me give you a quick definition:  
True righteousness is God's character reproduced in and through us for His glory.  It’s radical heart 
obedience personified by our attitude and our actions. 

We are to practice righteousness.  But, despite what our fallen heart wants to do by default, we are not to 
do it to be seen by others.  Because the truly righteous person understands the deeds are not for us and 
the glory is not for us.  The glory is all God’s.  If we seek human praise, then that’s all the reward we’ll get.  
And our righteousness is false.  

This first verse establishes the premise for each of the next three weeks, so it’s important for us to get this.  
Giving, prayer, and fasting are all ways we practice this righteousness and it’s all for the Father. 

Ten times from verses 1-18 Jesus mentions the Father.  Why?  Because it’s all about Him.  His glory, His 
goodness, His blessings at work in the life of His disciples.  The Pharisees, these hypocrites Jesus speaks 
of, had reversed the order.  They tried to manipulate God’s Law for their own benefit and for their own 
glory.   

Jesus emphasizes the Fatherhood of God here because that’s the type of love we need to understand if 
we’re going to get radical heart obedience.  
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That’s the reward of righteousness.  If you seek glory from man, verse 1 says you won’t receive glory from 
God.  But verse 4 tells us that when you practice righteousness from a radically obedient heart your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

So righteousness is the setting of these verses we’ll be studying for the next three weeks.  The idea of 
God’s character being reproduced in and through His people is the banner that hangs over all this 
teaching in the next several sections.   

And so we need to pause here.  Heed this warning signal in verse 1 and ask ourselves a question.  Are we 
capable of righteousness?  On our own we’d have to say no, wouldn’t we? 

We learned early on in this Sermon on the Mount that there’s a promise of blessing to those who hunger 
and thirst after righteousness.  You don’t hunger and thirst for that which you already have. 

We’re incapable of righteousness on our own apart from a the saving work of Jesus Christ on our behalf.  
We can’t do it.  God doesn’t reproduce His character in dead hearts.  First, we need His grace.  Progress in 
righteousness can’t happen unless God truly is our Father. 

The last several weeks of teaching have been rather heavy.  And you may legitimately struggle to find 
within yourself the desire for the type of radical heart obedience that the Sermon on the Mount is driving 
us toward.  And if that’s you it could be that you’re not capable of living out righteousness because you 
haven’t been born again. 

Listen to Romans 10:9 
9 If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved. 10 One believes with the heart, resulting in righteousness, and one 
confesses with the mouth, resulting in salvation.  

Righteousness is only possible for those who belong to Christ.  To belong to Christ, the Bible says here, 
confess with your mouth Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead and 
you’ll gain righteousness.  Not perfection, but positional righteousness in the sight of God.   

God takes the righteousness of Jesus Christ and credits it to our account, we learn in Romans 4.  So that 
we have righteous position in God’s sight.  God doesn’t judge us based on our actions, He judges us 
based on Christ’s finished work.  So we are righteous in His sight.  And then He begins to work His 
righteousness, to reproduce His righteousness, in our hearts. 
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And that’s only possible in hearts that have been changed by the Gospel. 

Ok, that’s our warning from verse 1.  Our Good Father is seeking to reproduce His righteousness in us, in 
part by leading us to good works.  But our fallen hearts are susceptible to seeking the glory of men than 
letting our works glorify our Good Father. 

In verses 2-4 we’re given some guidance when it comes to giving.  Let’s start with the negatives. 

Verse 2 says: 2 So whenever you give to the poor, don’t sound a trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be applauded by people. Truly I tell you, they 
have their reward. 

We have two principles here: don’t draw attention to yourself and don’t give for people.  We are talking 
about giving to people, but not giving for people.  I’ll explain the difference shortly, but if you’ll bear with 
me for a second I want to make sure we’re clear on one thing.  Giving money to the church is not what is 
in view here.   

Certainly, there are some principles that are similar.  But Jesus specifically points us to giving to the poor 
here.  This was known as the practice of almsgiving in the first century and it’s different from what we do 
when we take up an offering on Sunday morning and it’s different from the tithe in the Old Testament. 

There were multiple kinds of giving required of God’s people both before and during Jesus’ ministry.  
Though, they were all meant to illustrate God’s generosity as mirrored in His people. 

Israel was commanded to tithe, that is to give 10 percent of their increase each year to the priests.  Do we 
still do that today? 

That’s actually a good question and it’s related to the text today so we’ll spend just a little bit of time 
looking at it.  The word tithe just means a tenth and the command for Israel to tithe is found in the 
ceremonial law.  If you remember our discussion of Matthew 5:17-20 you’ll know that Jesus fulfilled the 
ceremonial law and that as New Testament believers we no longer observe those laws. 

So does that mean we’re free of the tithe?  I don’t think so.  Jesus never commands a tithe and neither do 
any of the other New Testament writers.  I do believe in Matthew 23:23 Jesus affirms the principle of 
tithing, but if you think back over our discussion of the Law the past several weeks coupled with His words 
about generosity in this text I think a clear picture comes into view. 
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Jesus never took the Old Testament Law and watered it down.  He ratcheted it up man’s watered down 
interpretation of it, didn’t He?  Really, what He was doing was taking it back to its original intent.  That’s 
what I believe is in view when it comes to generosity, too. 

He never commands 10 percent.  The Old Testament did, but Jesus does command generosity.  Both in 
our verses today and elsewhere the New Testament describes God’s people as radically generous.  I think 
10 percent is a great starting point when you think about giving to the local church, but remember Jesus 
is speaking about something different in verse 2. 

He’s talking about giving directly to those in need.  But He sets it up by telling his disciples what not to do.  
First, Jesus says, don’t sound a trumpet.  There’s some debate about whether or not the Pharisees would 
actually blow some sort of horn when they gave to the poor but the idea is easy enough for us to pick up 
on isn’t it? 

The Pharisees would draw attention to themselves when they gave to help the poor.  They would help in 
the most public way possible so that others would see them.  They made a stage production out of their 
generosity.   

Jesus calls them hypocrites here.  That Greek word refers to an actor who wore a mask as part of a play.  
That’s really what they were doing.  They’d put on a false face and appear to be something they were not.  
And they got what they wanted. 

They gave and people applauded them.  That, Jesus tells us, is the extent of their reward.  If you give to 
win the praise of men, then the praise of men is all the reward you’ll get.  And Jesus calls you a fake.  A 
hypocrite.  A mask wearer.   

Here’s a truth from this text we need to recognize.  Giving is not about us.  Whether we’re the giver or the 
recipient.  Giving is not about us.  Remember, we’re just stewards, right?  The resources aren’t ours in the 
first place. 

What’s the overarching theme of this passage?  Do you remember? Righteousness.  And if the focus is on 
us, then there is no righteousness.  Righteousness is God's character reproduced in and through us for 
His glory.  If we get the glory, then He doesn’t.   

So there must be another way.  Let’s finish our time together by looking at that way.  In verses 3-4 we see 
four characteristics of righteous generosity. 

First, righteous generosity is a habit.   
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Look at the beginning of verse 3:  But when you give to the poor.  Not if you give.  When you give.  Giving 
from your resources to those who are in need should be a habitual practice of God’s people. 

And this isn’t a new teaching.  Generosity has always been one of the markers of the people of God. 

Listen to Leviticus 25:35ff 

35 “If your brother becomes destitute and cannot sustain himself among you, you are to support 
him as an alien or temporary resident, so that he can continue to live among you. 36 Do not profit or 
take interest from him, but fear your God and let your brother live among you. 37 You are not to 
lend him your silver with interest or sell him your food for profit. 38 I am the Lord your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt to give you the land of Canaan and to be your God. 

Do you see the heart in that teaching?  When someone is in need, you give.  Don’t worry about their 
background don’t worry about getting repaid, don’t figure out a way to get something for yourself out of 
the deal.  But when you someone has a need, meet it. 

The Bible speaks of God’s people being generous to the poor over and over again both in the Old 
Testament and the New.  John 13 indicates to us that when Jesus and His disciples traveled they carried a 
money bag with them so that they could give money to the poor. 

Jesus lived out the standard Himself.  What you have, be willing to give.  Because, remember, it’s not ours 
in the first place is it? 

Consider St. Thomas of Villanova.  Before having a university named after him some years later, Thomas 
understood giving to the poor extremely well. 

He was born to a wealthy family in Spain in 1488 and his mother was especially considerate of the poor.   
The need in they city became so desperate that one day his mother gave away all flour in their rather 
large store room. 

Shortly thereafter, young Thomas followed his mother's example. One day six beggars came to Thomas’s 
home in succession while his mother was away. Thomas gave each of them  a young chicken right out fo 
their yard.  When his mother asked where they were, he said, You didn't leave any bread in the house, 
Mama, so I gave them the chicks! I would have given the hen if another beggar had come.   2

 https://reginamag.com/saint-thomas-of-villanova-bishop-and-confessor/2
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He had chicks, so he gave chicks.  What do you have?  And what do you give?  Giving to those in need 
should be a habit for God’s people.  So much so that you get to the point where you barely notice it. 

Second, righteous generosity is reflexive. 

Righteous generosity is reflexive.  Jesus said don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is doing.  
The right hand is the hand you did business with in the ancient near east.  And in the course of a day the 
right hand would do a number of routine actions that didn’t involve the left hand. 

That’s probably what Jesus means here.  Giving should happen with such ease that it’s just as normal as 
any other task in your day.  So easy, in fact, that’s it’s just the same as opening a door or shaking a hand. 

Have you ever tried to perform a task with your off hand that you don’t normally do?  I can’t even write my 
name right-handed.  But with my left it feels so natural.  Giving, for God’s people, should feel as natural as 
a reflex. 

But it should never happen in such a way as to draw attention to ourselves. 

Third, we see that righteous generosity happens quietly. 
Jesus said in verse 4 so that your giving may be in secret.  How secret?  Charles Spurgeon suggested we 
should endeavor to keep it secret even from ourselves. 

Let us hide away our charity; yes, hide it even from ourselves. Give so often and so much as a matter 
of course that you no more take note that you have helped the poor than that you have eaten your 
regular meals. Do your alms without even whispering to yourself, “How generous I am!” Do not thus 
attempt to reward yourself. Leave the matter with God, who never fails to see, to record, and to 
reward. Blessed is the man who is busy in secret with his kindness: he finds a special joy in His 
unknown benevolences.  3

Because even when you’re working in secret you’re never alone, do you recognize that?  Sin makes 
atheists of us sometimes.  Because we think we’re hiding our sin.  We think we can do something in secret 
and no one knows about that.  And that might be true if there wasn’t a God.  But there is.  And nothing we 
do, good or bad, is kept secret from Him. 

And it’s because that is true that we can extend righteous generosity without expectation. 

 https://590amtheword.com/articles/devotionals/faithcheckbook/faiths-checkbook-march-2-115304993
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Fourth, righteous generosity is extended without expectation. 

And your Father who sees in secret will reward you, we read in verse 4.  This is the photo negative of what 
the reward for the hypocrite, isn’t it?  When people see you, that’s your reward.  When no one sees you, 
God rewards you. 

John Stott wrote about that reward: 

What, then, is the ‘reward’ which the heavenly Father gives the secret giver?  It is neither public nor 
necessarily future.  It is probably the only reward which genuine love wants when making a gift to 
the needy, namely to see the need relieved.  When through his gifts the hungry are fed, the naked 
clothed, the sick healed, the oppressed freed and the lost saved, the love which prompted the gift is 
satisfied.  Such love (which is God’s own love expressed through man) brings with it its own secret 
joys, and desires no other reward.  4

A right understanding of God as Father drives disciples to lives marked by generosity.  Get God right, get 
generosity right.  Get God wrong, get generosity wrong.   

And if our only reward for giving comes from the Father then we can't expect to have reward from even 
those we’re giving to.  This is especially difficult, isn’t it?  I’d give, but they wouldn’t even say thank you.  
And Jesus here says if we expect a thank you, our heart is in the wrong place.  That’s why we have to give 
from the right place, as children who have been given gifts from our Good Father and who understand 
that our reward lies not in the stuff we’re giving or the people we’re giving it to but only in glorifying our 
Father. 

Let me say just a few things about applying this text as we close.  First, God’s people should be the most 
generous people on the planet. 

That means you should be counted among the most generous people on the planet.  The context of this 
text is about money, but you can be generous with more than money.  When we think about stewardship 
and generosity I like to think in terms of the three T’s: time, talent, and treasure.  God’s people should be 
generous in all three. 

One last principle: when you see a need, meet the need.  Needs aren’t all that hard to find.  And when 
you see a need, you need to recognize that God has put one of His people in position to notice the need.  
It’s not an accident.  So when we see a need, we meet the need.  And when the need is too big for you, 

 John R.W. Stott, The Message of the Sermon on the Mount, 131-24
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what do you do?  Look around you.  We resolve to meet the big needs together.  And we do it so that our 
Father might be glorified.  Let’s pray. 
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