
Intro  
As our kindergarten through third graders are dismissed to go to children’s church you can begin turning 
with me in your bibles to Matthew 6. 

If you don’t have a Bible with you there are some black ones in the pew racks in front of you and our text 
for today can be found on page 859 of those. 

Our reading comes from Matthew 6:19-24.  This is the Word of the Lord: 

Read 

Pray 

There’s an American cemetery in Cairo, Egypt.  I learned shortly after moving to Centralia there’s a city in 
Missouri spelled the same way but pronounced differently.  The population of Cairo, Missouri is around 
300 people.  The population of Cairo, Egypt is around 9.5 million.  And in that massive city, there’s an 
American cemetery. 

In the northwest corner of that cemetery there is a simple concrete slab that serves as the tombstone for a 
man who was once extremely wealthy. The inscription reads: “Apart from Christ, there is no explanation for 
such a life.”   1

(picture) 

This is the grave of William Borden, a man born to a wealthy family in Chicago.  For his high school 
graduation present, his parents gave him a trip around the world. As the he traveled through Asia, the 
Middle East, and Europe, he felt a growing burden for the world's hurting people. He wrote home about 
his "desire to be a missionary."  2

 https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/2017/february/forgotten-final-resting-place-of-william-borden.html1

 Taylor, Mrs. Howard. Borden of Yale '09. Philadelphia: China Inland Mission, 1926, page 75.2
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Borden went to Yale and made a profound impact on other students during his time there.  He oversaw a 
student missionary conference and started morning Bible study groups that went on to number into the 
hundreds.   

Upon graduating, he was already a millionaire and was offered numerous high-paying jobs.  However, he 
turned them down to pursue missionary service to the Kansu people group in Northern China.   

His commitment led one friend to tell him he was "throwing himself away as a missionary.”   Borden may 3

not have disagreed with that accusation.  It was recorded that during this period he wrote in his journal 
that his desire was to:  

”Say 'no' to self and 'yes' to Jesus every time.”  4

For William Borden, saying yes to Jesus meant traveling first to Cairo, Egypt to learn Arabic before 
venturing onward to China.  Less than five months after sailing for Egypt, though, Borden contracted 
spinal meningitis and died at age 25. 

Truly, apart from Christ there would be no explanation for such a life.  William Borden had more to 
treasure in this life than most of us will ever dream of.  And yet it’s clear by the way he lived his life that his 
master wasn’t his money. 

In fact, Borden walked away from his fortune to take the gospel to people who have never heard it before. 
Most regarded it as a tragedy; however, God took the tragedy and did something far greater than Borden 
could ever do himself. When thousands of young men and women read Borden’s story in newspapers 
across America, it inspired them to give their lives to reach the nations.  5

William Borden’s master was Jesus Christ, at least based on what we can see of his life. I think we can say 
that with some degree of confidence based on the text we read just a few minutes ago.  Jesus linked two 
things for his disciples and the others gathered on that hillside: what belongs to you and who you belong 
to. 

Today’s text is all about what belongs to you and who you belong to.  And here’s what it teaches us: 
Where you place your treasure reveals the priorities of your heart and the priorities of your heart 
reveal your master. 

 http://home.snu.edu/~hculbert/regret.htm3

 Ibid.4

 https://outreachmagazine.com/features/discipleship/31313-william-borden-life-without-regret.html5
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There are three statements in that admittedly run-on sentence that we’ll dig into as we study this passage.   

First, let’s look at where you place your treasure. 

Where You Place Your Treasure 

You may sit here today and think you’re off the hook.  Several weeks of this series have been hard to hear 
and quite frankly hard to preach.  Because in the Sermon on the Mount Jesus looks directly into our 
hearts and finds the sins we cling to the most and goes after them. 

But today, you may read this text and say, phew! I’m not rich.  I don’t have any treasure! This one isn’t for 
me!  Instead of taking notes I can just doodle for a while and then go have lunch. 

So before we even look at where Jesus says his disciples are to place their treasure, we might need a 
reminder that by virtue of being here today and living where you live you’re among the richest people 
who have ever lived in the history of the world. 

You say, not me! I’m broke as a joke.  Let me give you a little perspective.  I’ve referenced this resource off-
the-cuff before but this week I did a little bit of research.  The website globalrichlist.com helps you find 
out where actually sit in comparison to the rest of the world when it comes to wealth.  The average 
household income in Centralia is $43,190.   That gives us a benchmark to work with.  If your income is the 6

average for Centralia that means that you’re richer than 99.54% of the people alive today.   

(Picture) 

You’d be somewhere around the 27-millionth richest person in the world.  Ok, that doesn’t sound like I’m 
all that rich.  But that means there are 7.6 billion people in the world who are poorer than you. 

And even if you don’t have an average income, you’re still doing a lot better than you’d expect compared 
to the rest of the world.  If you make minimum wage and work 40 hours per week, here’s where you 
stand: You’re richer than 93.7% of the people in the world and you’re still richer than over 7 billion others. 

(Picture) 

We all need to recognize from the beginning today that we are more wealthy than we think and that Jesus 
is pointing us to something entirely more valuable here than anything we could ever cook up through our 
own efforts. 

 https://datausa.io/profile/geo/centralia-mo/6
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And there’s danger here, especially for those of us who are parents.  Because we want our kids to lead 
comfortable lives we run the risk of discipling them to the false ideology that money is the most important 
thing.  We may never state it that way, but think about how we order our priorities. 

You have to get good grades in school, right?  Why?  So that you get into college.  Or maybe good 
grades aren’t the path.  Maybe it’s sports.  So we commit to 55 weekends of travel baseball every year so 
that we can get that college scholarship.  And when you get to college you have to get good grades and 
graduate.  Why?  So you can get a good job.  Why?  So that you make enough money to buy a house.  
And you have to do well in the job so you can keep making money and fill that house up with stuff.  
Sometimes we get too much stuff and so we decided as a community we’d come together over Anchor 
Fest Weekend to have yard sales and sell one another the stuff we don’t want anymore.  And at that good 
job you need good benefits so that you can have a retirement plan so that when you can’t work anymore 
you’ll still have enough money to buy food and medicine and whatnot.   

What I have just described to you is a very normal life.  But it could an empty life.  And it’s quite possibly a 
God-less life.  Because if that’s all we think life is about and if that’s all we’re discipling the next generation 
toward either explicitly in what we say or implicitly in how we order our lives and our schedules then, 
church, we may as well go home. 

One commentator put it helpfully when he wrote:  

Our families suffer as we place material gain above spouses and children. . .When the day is done, 
our energies are spent and there is little left to pour out at home. The strength of the work of Christ 
is compromised as well. The promise of quick credit and plastic cash leaves us in bondage to debt, 
which disables our support of the kingdom. Living for financial and material gain means living for 
the realm of empty treasures. . . leaving few “left-over” resources to support the kingdom of God. 
Ultimately, sometimes too late, we realize that precious things have collapsed under the weight of 
our own greed.  7

None of the things we talked about (good grades, going to college, owning a home, having 401k) are 
evil.  But if those are the things our hearts are set on then they’re ultimately worthless.  Do you know why?  
Because one day they all die. 

Psalm 39:6 offers a great reminder of that.   
Yes, a person goes about like a mere shadow. 
Indeed, they rush around in vain, 

 Strength for the Journey: Day-by-Day with Jesus. Joseph M. Stowell. Moody Publishers, p. 252.7
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gathering possessions 
without knowing who will get them. 

The stuff I learn in college dies with me.  The houses will eventually fall apart.  The money will be spent.  I’ll 
be forgotten and life will go on.   Jesus said, Don’t store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal. 

Instead, Jesus says, there is something that is worthy of the devotion of your life.  There is treasure that 
isn’t temporary.   

Listen to verse 20 again: But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys, and where thieves don’t break in and steal. 

There’s a really important word at in that verse that I’m afraid we’ll miss if we go too quickly.  Can we do 
congregational participation?  Is that ok with you?  You have your bible in front of you.  What’s the first 
word of verse 20?  But! It’s very important that Jesus didn’t say store up treasures on earth AND in heaven.  
He said don’t store up treasure in one place, BUT store it in the other.   

The implication here—and it’s made more explicitly later—is that you can’t do both! And the first step in 
laying up treasure in heaven is often to lay down your treasure on earth. 

I don’t know how historically accurate it is, but in Robert Pirsig’s book “Zen and the Art of Motorcycle 
Maintenance” he talks about the old south Indian monkey trap. 

The trap “consists of a hollowed-out coconut, chained to a stake. The coconut has some rice inside which 
can be grabbed through a small hole”. The monkey’s hand fits through the hole, but his clenched fist can’t 
fit back out. “The monkey is suddenly trapped.” But not by anything physical. He’s trapped by an idea, 
unable to see that a principle that served him well – “when you see rice, hold on tight!” – has become 
lethal.  

I am fascinated by this idea—something we hold on to because we think it gives life, but it actually brings 
death. 

We think we need the security of what we have here.  But ultimately, it’s not even secure in this very 
moment.  We can put it in banks, we can put security cameras on it, we can protect it with guns, but it can 
all be gone in an instant.   

Listen to John MacArthur: 
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Nothing we own is completely safe from destruction or theft. And even if we keep our possessions 
perfectly secure during our entire lives, we are certainly separated from them at death. Many 
millionaires will be heavenly paupers, and many paupers will be heavenly millionaires. But when 
our time, energy, and possessions are used to serve others and to further the Lord’s work, they build 
up heavenly resources that are completely free from destruction or theft… Heavenly security is the 
only absolute security.  8

Heavenly security is the only absolute security.  So how do we lay up treasure there? 

Invest in things with eternal significance.  When we talk about stewardship I always find it most helpful to 
talk about it in terms of the three T’s: time, talent, and treasure.  All of us have those three things and all of 
us will invest them somehow. 

Are you investing them in things that will matter eternally?  Or are you spending them on things that will 
only matter for the next year?  Ten years?  Twenty years?   

Think about your time.  Your calendar can tell you a lot about the priorities of your heart.  How much of 
your day is spent on things that will matter for eternity?  How much of your day is spent on own spiritual 
growth?  What about the evangelism and discipleship of the people God has put in your life?  Serving 
others?  Prayer?   

What about the time we spend on things we know don’t matter?  How much of our regular day is taken 
up by those things?  Idly scrolling on our phones, watching the same news broadcast that serves to do 
nothing but make us angrier and angrier.  There was a time in my teens when I could quote more Princess 
Bride scenes than I could bible verses.  That’s a problem!  

As the demon Screwtape told his newphew, Wormwood, in C.S. Lewis’s novel about the nature of 
temptation, “you will find that anything or nothing is sufficient to attract his wandering attention.” 

How much of our week do we spend on empty ‘anythings and nothings?’   

God has given each of us gifts and talents that we should be using to store up eternal treasure and we 
spend so much of our time invested in the nothings of the world that we’re missing out.  So how do we 
use our time and talents on things that will matter in heaven? 

MacArthur, John F. Matthew 1-28 MacArthur New Testament Commentary Four Volume Set (Macarthur New 8

Testament Commentary Series) (Kindle Location 10443). Moody Publishers. Kindle Edition. 
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A good way to start is by focusing them on the people who will be there.  What are you doing to disciple 
those closest to you and to serve those around you?  These are tangible ways you can honestly evaluate 
your life and come away with answers for this week.  Think about the way you spend your time and use 
the spiritual gifts and natural talents God has given you to impact others and it will reveal a great deal 
about your heart. 

Perhaps, though, the greatest indicator of where a lot of our hearts are can be traced by our bank 
account.  You want to see where your heart really is?  I think I can show you.   

But you’d have to do something that I don’t really want you to do.  And I know you don’t want to do.  For 
me to see where your heart really is you’d have to—in the words of Cuba Gooding Jr.’s character from 
Jerry Maguire—show me the money.   

Where your money goes, that’s where your heart is.  Are you mostly spending your money on you, your 
own comfort, and your own stuff?  Your heart is probably focused on earthly treasure.   

Jesus said as much, didn’t He?  Verse 21: For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

Where you place your treasure reveals the priorities of your heart.  What is inside you determines your 
outward actions.  That truth as much as anything else has been the steady drumbeat of the Sermon on the 
Mount thus far, hasn’t it?   

Blessed are the pure in heart.  Murder and adultery find their root not in the outward action but in the 
heart attitude.  Generosity, prayer, and fasting are outward practices but they’re only rightly practiced 
from a properly yielded heart. 

Jesus preaches this sermon at this point in his ministry to his disciples because he is focused on their 
radical heart obedience.  That focus becomes intensely practical in this section. 

Reveals the Priorities of Your Heart 

Where you place your treasure reveals the priorities of your heart.  Listen to verses 22-23 

22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if 
your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. So if the light within you is darkness, how deep is 
that darkness! 
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I love this analogy.  What you set your sights on determines the direction of your affection.  Your heart falls 
in love with the things you focus on.  And if you have a healthy, God-glorifying objective then your heart 
will be filled with healthy, God-glorifying things.  But if you set your hopes on those treasures we talked 
about earlier then your heart will be filled with—according to Jesus, a deep darkness. 

The affections of our heart drive our actions.   

Warren Wiersbe, the prolific commentary author who passed away in May, wrote:  
Wealth not only enslaves the heart, but it also enslaves the mind. God’s Word often uses the eye to 
represent the attitudes of the mind. If the eye is properly focused on the light, the body can function 
properly in its movements. But if the eye is out of focus and seeing double, it results in unsteady 
movements. It is most difficult to make progress while trying to look in two directions at the same 
time. If our aim in life is to get material gain, it will mean darkness within. But if our outlook is to 
serve and glorify God, there will be light within. If what should be light is really darkness, then we 
are being controlled by darkness; and outlook determines outcome.  9

Outlook determines outcome.  And there can be only one outlook for those who belong to Christ, 
according to Scripture.  As God’s people we are to be of a single mind and of a single focus on living our 
lives in such a way that He is glorified.  If that is to be true we can never forget who our master is.  That’s 
why a proper understanding of this passage is so important. 

Where you place your treasure reveals the priorities of your heart and the priorities of your heart 
reveal your master. 

Listen to verse 24 again: 
“No one can serve two masters, since either he will hate one and love the other, or he will be devoted to 
one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. 

You can only have one master.  There are two things we need to think about here that are implications of 
our position as servants of God.  Well, maybe three because sometimes it’s tough for us to think of 
ourselves as servants at all.  So maybe to even get in this mindset at all we need ask the Holy Spirit to kill 
our pride. 

But the first thing is that servants have no rights of their own—at least in the Greek context into which 
Jesus is speaking these words.  The master could do anything with his servants. The servants were 
property—nothing more than living tools. 

 Wiersbe, W: Bible Exposition Commentary. 1989. Victor9
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Second, in the ancient world, a servant had no time which was his own. Every moment of his life belonged 
to his master. The servant then could only meet the demands of one master. In our relationship with 
Christ, we have no rights of our own. God must be the undisputed, unchallenged champion of our lives.  

He has total authority over us because He has earned total authority over us.  He created us, we rebelled, 
and then He redeemed us.  Now He demands obedience from us. 

This passage is a great resource for finding out if we’ve acknowledged the authority God has over us by 
the way we live. Where you’re storing your treasure reveals who the master of your heart really is.  There 
can only be one. 

Does He have total authority over you?  I don’t mean does it look like He has total authority in your life.  
The Pharisees lived in such a way that it looked like God had total authority over them, but their hearts 
were still their own. 

Does He have total authority over your heart?  All the riches, the houses, the devices and gizmos of this 
world will do you no good in eternity.   

In his commentary on the Sermon on the Mount, Kent Hughes shares the story of Bertha Adams.   

She was seventy-one years old when she died alone in West Palm Beach, Florida on Easter Sunday 1976. 
The coroner's report read, "Cause of Death… malnutrition."  

After wasting away to fifty pounds she could no longer stay alive. When the state authorities made their 
preliminary investigation of her home, they found a veritable "pigpen… the biggest mess you can 
imagine." One seasoned inspector declared he had never seen a home in greater disarray. Bertha had 
begged food at her neighbors' doors and had gotten what clothes she had from the Salvation Army.  

From all appearances she was a penniless recluse—a pitiful and forgotten widow. But such was not the 
case! Amid the jumble of her filthy, disheveled belongings they found two keys to safe-deposit boxes at 
two different local banks. The discovery was unbelievable. The first box contained over 700 AT&T stock 
certificates, plus hundreds of other valuable notes, bonds, and financial securities, not to mention cash 
amounting to $200,000.  

The second box had no certificates, just cash - $600,000 to be exact. Bertha Adams was a millionaire and 
then some! Yet she died of starvation.  10

 (Hughes, R. K. Sermon on the Mount: The Message of the Kingdom. Crossway Books)10
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Her life is an extreme parable of the lethal dangers of materialism, which promises so much but cannot 
give us what we need most. Our consumer society is constantly telling us that life at its best consists of 
having more and more possessions and pleasures. As Christians, we know this is patently false. But the 
tug is so strong that many of us try a balancing act between what the Bible teaches and what commercials 
say, between the spiritual riches God offers us in Christ and worldly treasures that cannot feed our soul. 
Sadly, some of us lose our balance, and the results are devastating. 

Millions of dollars didn’t save Bertha Adams.  Millions of dollars to William Borden wasn’t worth throwing 
away God’s calling on His life.   

I’m drawn again to the words on his tombstone: “Apart from Christ, there is no explanation for such a life.”  

Do you want to talk about a life with no explanation?  How about the life of Christ?  That same Christ: 
who, existing in the form of God, 
did not consider equality with God 
as something to be exploited. 
7 Instead he emptied himself 
by assuming the form of a servant, 
taking on the likeness of humanity. 
And when he had come as a man, 
8 he humbled himself by becoming obedient 
to the point of death— 
even to death on a cross. (Philippians 2:5-8) 

That’s the life that defies logic.  Knowing that we were sinners, knowing that we had earned our own 
eternal damnation Christ humbled Himself, came as a servant, stored up no earthly treasure for himself—
there was no estate auction after Christ died—and became a substitutionary sacrifice for those who will 
call on His name for salvation.   

Where you place your treasure reveals the priorities of your heart and the priorities of your heart reveal 
your master. Based on his actions it seems like the master of William Borden’s heart was Jesus Christ. 

What do our lives say about the priorities of our hearts?  Jesus hasn’t pulled any punches in this text.  And 
as you think now and in the days ahead about what reordering of your life might be necessary let me 
assure you of one thing: A life of radical heart obedience to God is, in the end, the only life worth living.  
There are no riches available that can eclipse what God has promised His children.  A relationship with 
Him is infinitely more valuable than anything human effort can earn.  Do you treasure that relationship 
today? Let’s pray.
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