
Philippians 2:9-11 
Winner or Loser?
Have you ever thought that your name might have either set you up to succeed?  I once read 
a news story about a soldier who had one of the greatest names I’ve ever heard for someone 
in his profession.  First Sergeant Max Fightmaster.   How perfect is that name for a soldier?  1

I saw another one this week, there is a retired marine from Louisiana named Rad Heroman.  2

It’s like those two guys knew their profession from birth.  Sometimes names can be a little 
less perfect.  I don’t have any specific examples of this, but how would you feel if you went to 
the doctor and he walked in an introduced himself as Dr. Billy Bob?  What about Dr. Bubba?  
Sometimes names are significant.  But not always in the way we think.  In 1958 a New 
Yorker named Robert Lane decided to name his baby son Winner.  The Lanes, who lived in a 
housing project in Harlem, had another son three years later.  This was the seventh and last 3

of the Lane children.  On the day he was born, Robert asked his daughter Dinelda what they 
should name the new baby.  Dinelda thought, well, we have a winner. . . why not a loser?   4

And it stuck.  Winner Lane now had a younger brother—Loser Lane.  

Judging by name alone, the Lane brothers would have been likely to go down very different 
paths.  Their childhoods in their Harlem neighborhood were very similar, but around the time 
Loser graduated from high school things changed.  Winner struggled as a young man.  He 
was first arrested at age 19, in September 1977, on a charge of recklessly causing physical 
injury. A steady stream of arrests followed: domestic violence, car burglaries, trespassing, 
resisting arrest and at least nine arrests for jumping subway turnstiles.

 https://www.linkedin.com/in/max-fightmaster-6586a5761

 http://www.wafb.com/story/12855307/marine-enjoys-one-of-the-coolest-names-ever2

http://www.sahio.com/the-story-of-two-brothers-named-winner-and-loser/3

 articles.chicagotribune.com/2002-07-31/news/0207310310_1_prep-school-burglary-case-criminal-justice-system4
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Loser, however, went on to college where he wrestled and played football.  He graduated 
and joined the New York Police Department in 1984.  The two brothers were featured in a 
chapter in the book Freakonomics written by Stephen J. Dubner and Steven Levitt in 2005.  
Since then, there have been a handful of news stories about the two.  As best I can tell, 
Loser—who goes by Lou—remains a detective with the NYPD and Winner is struggling in a 
number of ways.  

For the Lane brothers, the name doesn’t mean much.  Names can be symbolic of a lot of 
things.  We tried to make sure our children’s names have meaning.  Sophia Belle is our 
oldest.  Her first name is Greek for wisdom and her middle name is French for beauty.  My 
son is Canon Knox, Canon being Greek for measuring rod, or standard, and Knox really just 
for a city near where Monika and I grew up.  But those names will have no real bearing on 
how they live their lives.

Names were more important in the ancient near east, the land where the events of the Bible 
took place.  We see in our text today the most important name of all.  Because Paul tells us 
in Philippians 2:9 that the outcome of our text last week—verses 5-8—is that God highly 
exalted Jesus and gave Him a name—and it’s an important one.  We’ll unpack the 
importance of that name in a bit.  

Text Review
But before we see the exaltation of Christ in this passage I want to make sure we all see the 
big picture of what Paul has accomplished through this middle section of the book.
Back in 1:21 we see Paul’s worldview summed up in a single sentence.  He writes For me, 
to live is Christ and to die is gain. 

As long as Paul lived, Christ would be magnified so that He gets the glory He deserves from 
Paul’s life.  When Paul died, Christ would be magnified even more because he would enter 
into His rest and be freed from the presence sin once-and-for-all. 

Paul goes on to say that because he’s going to continue living—at least for the moment—
then his live will be lived in fellowship with the Philippians for their progress and joy in the 
faith ultimately leading to their mutual boasting in the finished work of Christ Jesus. 
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How do we lead lives that result in the glorification of Jesus?  How do we live in such way 
that Christ and Christ alone is your inspiration, your meaning and your purpose?  Paul tells 
us in 1:27—by living as worthy citizens of God’s kingdom.  

He then goes on to explain that this kingdom works differently.  It’s a kingdom where 
suffering is a gift, not a curse.  Where struggle is something to be embraced and not 
avoided.  Where humility is a virtue and not a weakness.  Remember, framing humility in 
positive terms is a distinctly Christian idea in the culture Paul is writing to.  Humility was 
viewed as a shortcoming, not as a positive trait.  

It’s a kingdom where nothing should be done out of selfish ambition or conceit, but its 
citizens in humility consider others as more important than themselves and look out not only 
for their own interests but for the interests of others.  It’s a kingdom where the pinnacle of 
citizenship is the example of Jesus Christ, who, we learned last week according to 2:6-8 
6who, existing in the form of God,
did not consider equality with God
as something to be exploited.
7 Instead he emptied himself
by assuming the form of a servant,
taking on the likeness of humanity.
And when he had come as a man,
8 he humbled himself by becoming obedient
to the point of death—
even to death on a cross.

The humiliation of Christ is the pinnacle of kingdom citizenship.  The emptying of oneself on 
behalf of others.  To any earthly kingdom this is madness.  The guy that got killed on a cross 
is the winner?  He’s the example?  That doesn’t make sense.  That’s because in God’s 
Kingdom—the way up is down.  The way to be a winner, is to be a loser.  The way to be 
great is to be lesser.  The way to be a King is to come as a servant. 
Which brings us to our text this morning: 

For this reason God highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
10 so that at the name of Jesus
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every knee will bow—
in heaven and on earth
and under the earth—
11 and every tongue will confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

For this reason—that’s a therefore in some of your Bibles.  When you’re reading a text and 
you see a therefore, you need to go back and see what it’s therefore.  For what reason?  
Because Christ humbly submitted himself to humiliation to reconcile man to God.  Because 
Christ stepped down, God lifted him up.  I don’t think I got this diagram on the screen last 
week but it was in the notes.  This inverted arch represents what’s happening in vv.6-11. 
(leave slide up until the next prompt)

*5
Christ has always been fully God, eternally exists in the very form of God—as Paul writes—
didn’t consider that equality a thing to be grasped at, but emptied himself by renouncing his 
equality while retaining His full God-ness.  Emptied Himself by being incarnated as a man in 
the humblest of circumstances, was obedient to the point of death on the cross and now—we 
come to his exaltation.

Merida, Tony; Chan, Francis. Exalting Jesus in Philippians (Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary) (Kindle 5

Location 2078). B&H Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 
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Notice in verse 9 that God the Father becomes the one who is the active figure in the latter 
portion of this Christ Hymn.  In verses 6-8 Christ is the one who is acting—emptying himself, 
assuming the form of a servant.  But in 9-11 it’s the Father who becomes the driving force 
behind Christ’s restoration to glory.
We need to recognize a truth that is at work here.  Remember, we are dealing with a 
kingdom that is not of this world.  And it functions in a way that is foreign to this world. The 
Father’s super-exaltation of Jesus was not so much a gift or reward but natural outcome of 
humility in the order of God’s Kingdom.
Gerald Hawthorne comments that “ . . .in the divine economy of things, by giving people 
receive, by serving they are served, by losing their lives they find them, by dying they 
live, by humbling themselves they are exalted. The one follows the other as night 
follows day, but always in this order—self-sacrifice first before the self is exalted by 
God.”6

Christ is exalted in an unparalleled way because He was humble in an unparalleled way.  
This same Jesus who said if you want to follow me, deny yourself and take up your cross, if 
you want to save your life you have to lose it, whoever exalts himself will be humbled and 
whoever humbles himself will be exalted, and the last will be first and the first will be last—all 
things He said in Matthew’s gospel—that same Jesus lived those truths to their fullest extent 
and because He did so it’s a natural outcome that He would be exalted.  Christ does not 
become greater than He was, but through making himself so very lowly, was made by God 
very high, so high that he is placed over all things.

The Father’s Response to Christ’s Humility
How? We read in verse 9 that God—in response to Christ’s subjugation of Himself to death 
on the cross—highly exalted Him.  To exalt means to raise to a higher position and the word 
Paul used here literally means that He super-exalted Jesus.  It’s a reminder of the truth of 
Isaiah 52:13 
“See, my servant will be successful;
he will be raised and lifted up and greatly exalted.”

Remember, the cross was never plan ‘b’ for God.  He had a plan to redeem humanity before 
the fall and it came to fruition in the person of Jesus.

Hawthorne, Gerald F.. Philippians, Volume 43: Revised Edition (Word Biblical Commentary) (p. 133). Zondervan. 6

Kindle Edition.
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So the Father’s response to the Son’s humility was first to super exalt him, according 
to that text.  What does it mean that the Father super-exalted the Son?

It can’t mean that Jesus gained some kind of new divinity or new authority or new power.  
Why not?  Because remember in verse 6 we already see that Jesus—in the essence of His 
being—is equal to the Father.  He is eternally existing and in His form He is fully God.  So 
there is nothing that could be added to His being.  

But there is something that could be restored.  We see it in John 17.  There in verse 5 Jesus 
prayed: Now, Father, glorify me in your presence with that glory I had with you before 
the world existed.

So as the Father highly-exalts the Son, the glory that was veiled while Jesus was incarnated 
as a human being was fully revealed once again. It never left—as we see in the 
transfiguration accounts in Matthew 17, Mark 9 and Luke 9—but His glory was veiled and as 
a part of this restoration to an exalted position it was fully restored. 

And though He didn’t become more God than He already was, Jesus (as a part of this super-
exaltation) did take on a new heavenly role.  The book of Hebrews describes Jesus as our 
high priest.  After pointing out the parallels of Jesus with Melchizedek of the Old Testament—
and by the way, we don’t have time to go there but on your own this week if you’ll read 
Genesis 14 and hold it up against Hebrews 7-8 and see how God, centuries before Jesus 
Christ was ever born, showed us a picture of the Messiah in a mysterious figure whose name 
literally means “king of righteousness", you’ll be floored.  They’re two fascinating passages.  
Maybe we’ll preach on them sometime but we don’t have time today.  In Hebrews 7:26-8:2 
the author explains the new role Jesus has taken on as a result of this super-exaltation: 

For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, 
unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27 He has no 
need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then 
for those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself. 
28 For the law appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the 
oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect 
forever.
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8 Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is 
seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2 a minister in the holy 
places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man.

The high priest was the man who went before God for the people.  Jesus has done that for 
us, and we no longer need a high priest because a truer and better and final sacrifice has 
been made for the sins of God’s people.  The sacrifice for all sins of those who belonged to 
God in the past, belong to God now, and who will belong to God in the future has already 
been offered.  For those who won’t belong to God, their sins will be paid for in eternity.  For 
the rest of us, the punishment for our sins was poured out on Jesus.  And because of that, 
He now acts as the high priest.  He’s the one who took the wrath that our sin earned and 
because of that He is super-exalted to the very right hand of the Father.

The Father responded to Christ’s humility by super-exalting Him and by coronating 
Jesus as Lord.

Now, this one takes a little bit of thought, doesn’t it?  Does this mean that Jesus wasn’t Lord 
before his incarnation?  No.  That would mean last week’s message didn’t make a lot of 
sense, right?  The text says God gave him the name that is above every name.  That name 
isn’t Jesus.  It says that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow and every tongue will 
confess that Jesus Christ is what?  Lord.  That’s the title that is in view here.  And it reminds 
us of the trinity—that Jesus is fully God.  This verse is an echo of Isaiah 45:22-23 which says 
Turn to me and be saved,
all the ends of the earth.
For I am God,
and there is no other.
23 By myself I have sworn;
truth has gone from my mouth,
a word that will not be revoked:
Every knee will bow to me,
every tongue will swear allegiance.

I am God, there is no other.  Every knee will bow, every tongue will swear.  These same 
words are spoken here of Jesus Christ declaring Him to be fully God.  You see, this is the 
coronation of Jesus Christ.  He had already been Lord, but because of His humility God is 
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declaring Jesus’ lordship over all of creation as Christ is resurrected and seated at the right 
hand of the Father.

Queen Elizabeth II has been queen of England since the death of her father, King George VI 
on February 6, 1952.  However, her formal coronation didn’t take place until over a year 
later.    Why not?  The preparations had to be made for the event.  Jesus was Lord since 7

before the foundation of the world.  But the preparations had finally taken place for the 
coronation, for God to formally declare Him Lord over creation and that’s what Paul is 
reminding the Philippians and us of here in these verses.  He’s shown to be Lord over all in 
verse 10.

What’s this in heaven and on the earth and under the earth thing?  It could be one of a 
couple of things.  It could be that Paul is writing to his audience here and that generally the 
public perception was of a three-fold worldview.  There was an afterlife, a heaven so to 
speak, there was the world we see here, and there was some world below this one where 
the demons lived.  Now, we don’t believe that heaven is physically above us right now.  
Jesus ascended to heaven and heaven is very much real, but it’s not just out of reach on the 
other side of the clouds.  And hell is a real place but is isn’t under our feet right now.  If one 
day we develop technology to be able to drill all the way to the center of the earth, we’re not 
going to bust through Satan’s living room wall to find him watching Grey’s Anatomy or 
something like that.

I think the thing that makes the most sense here is that every created being will one day bow 
their knee and confess that Jesus Christ is truly Lord.  You and I, those who have gone 
before us in the faith, those who deny that God exists, angels, demons, and even Satan 
himself will one day bow to Jesus as the only true Lord.

Paul closes this hymn by telling us why this all takes place: to the glory of God the Father.  
The Son’s humility ultimately leads to the Father’s glory.

Everything that you see in this text, the humility of Christ, the exaltation of Christ, the 
confession of Christ as Lord all leads to the glory of God.  That’s the final note of the Christ 
hymn.  

 http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/june/2/newsid_2654000/2654501.stm7
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I think it would be best to help us understand this if we go back to where we started today 
and put this in the context of what we’ve seen so far in this book.  Paul says for me to live is 
Christ and to die is gain.  Why?  Because if I live I’ll glorify God.  If I die, I’ll glorify Him even 
more by entering into His rest forever.  But since we’re here, recognize that we are citizens of 
a different kingdom.  Since that’s true, live as worth citizens of that kingdom by being united 
as you contend for the gospel, be helpful toward one another, and humbly consider others as 
more important than yourselves.  Because the economy of our kingdom is different.  The 
ultimate example of that economy being played out is Jesus Christ.  He did not seek His own 
glory, but the glory of the Father.  Therefore, He fully poured out himself in the service of 
others to the glory of God and because of that God responded by exalting Him to the highest 
place so that one day every living being will bow to His Lordship and it all results in the glory 
of the Father.  

Friends, in the kingdom of God—which is the kingdom you now inhabit if you’re a believer, 
and the only kingdom that is real (we tend to view that the other way around. . . meaning that 
the earthly kingdom is real now and that God’s kingdom is real later.  But this kingdom is 
temporary and will pass away.  God’s is both now and forever)—in the kingdom of God there 
is no room for seeking your own glory.  In the end, all the exaltation goes to Jesus because 
He is Lord.  All the glory goes to the Father.  So what exaltation and what glory is left for me 
or you?  Nothing.

The only way for you and I to be exalted.  The only way for you and I to gain in eternity is by 
being humbled.  Not seeking glory for ourselves but bowing to Jesus as Lord.  In God’s 
economy the only way to be a winner is to be a loser!

Forgive me for how cheesy that is, but it’s true.  And because it’s true I want to leave you 
with this:  the only way to have a real relationship with Jesus is to submit to Him as Lord.  
Jesus said if you love me, keep my commandments.  There is no I can have Jesus and I can 
have my way.  God doesn’t work like McDonald’s.  One of my biggest fears as a pastor is 
that we have people in our churches that think that what we do here somehow grants them 
salvation.  But the only way to find salvation is to come to God by grace through faith.  Paul 
writes in Romans that we are to confess with our mouths and believe in our hearts that Jesus 
is Lord and that God raised Him from the dead.  That confession—if it is truly confessed—
carries with it a commitment.  It brings about citizenship in God’s kingdom and we have seen 
today how that kingdom operates.  
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You will bow to Jesus as Lord.  Either from a humble, grateful, and rejoicing heart or from a 
bitter, rebellious, and terrified one on the day of judgment.  The only way to experience true 
joy—any joy at all really—in this life and the next is to imitate the humble attitude of Christ to 
the glory of God.  Let’s pray.
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