
Philippians 3:1-11 
Introduction
If you have your bibles go ahead and open them to Philippians chapter 3.  If you don’t have 
one with you there are black bibles in the pew in front of you and the text we are looking at 
starts on page 1041 in those.  If you don’t own a bible of your own that you can read and 
clearly understand we invite you to take that bible as our gift to you. We want you to be able 
to engage with Scripture on your own throughout the week and if that bible can be a 
resource for you in that pursuit please take it. 

We’ll read Philippians 3:1-11 today.  I’m going to read through the whole text but I want to 
note before we dig in that we are first going to focus on the last three verses because they 
help us understand not just this whole section but the whole letter in its entirety.  Let’s read:

In addition, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord. To write to you again about 
this is no trouble for me and is a safeguard for you.
2 Watch out for the dogs, watch out for the evil workers, watch out for those who 
mutilate the flesh. 3 For we are the circumcision, the ones who worship by the Spirit 
of God, boast in Christ Jesus, and do not put confidence in the flesh— 4 although I 
have reasons for confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he has grounds for 
confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised the eighth day; of the nation of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; regarding the law, a 
Pharisee; 6 regarding zeal, persecuting the church; regarding the righteousness that 
is in the law, blameless.
7 But everything that was a gain to me, I have considered to be a loss because of 
Christ. 8 More than that, I also consider everything to be a loss in view of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. Because of him I have suffered 
the loss of all things and consider them as dung, so that I may gain Christ 9 and be 
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found in him, not having a righteousness of my own from the law, but one that is 
through faith in Christ—the righteousness from God based on faith. 10 My goal is to 
know him and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his sufferings, being 
conformed to his death, 11 assuming that I will somehow reach the resurrection from 
among the dead.

The sermon in a sentence today is this: Knowing Jesus Christ is the most valuable 
treasure I will ever experience.

What’s the value of knowing Jesus Christ?  Paul says in verse 8 that he counts everything in 
his life—all of his accomplishments—as loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing 
Jesus Christ.  Remember, Paul had so wrapped his identity in the accomplishments of Christ 
and had so devoted himself to the mission of Christ that he said in 1:21 For me, to live is 
Christ and to die is gain.  

What’s the gain? The gain is the treasure of the gospel.  I really want us to see the gospel as 
a treasure today.  I want us to guard against allowing the gospel to become ordinary, which is 
a risk we run as we gather here week-after-week and continue to hear the word gospel and 
talk about the implications of the gospel.  The old saying is that familiarity breeds contempt—
or as Benjamin Franklin is credited with saying “Fish and visitors smell in three days.”  I don’t 
think familiarity with the gospel breeds contempt, but it could breed complacency.  We must 
never allow ourselves to think we have ‘figured out’ the gospel and are ready to move on to 
some other doctrine.  The gospel is the lens through which we read every page of Scripture 
and learn every other doctrine of the Christian faith.  Familiarity with the gospel should breed 
contentment, but not complacency.  We should be content with our standing in God’s sight 
and our place in life because of the gospel, but we should be driven by that understanding to 
view the gospel as the most valuable treasure we will ever experience.

How is the gospel a treasure?  How is it gain for the believer?  Paul lists three ways in verses 
8, 9, and 10.  He touches on three benefits of salvation that greatly enhance our 
understanding of just what God has accomplished for you and I both in this life and in 
eternity.

Verse 8 shows us our justification in the sight of God, verse 9 talks about our sanctification, 
and verse 10 looks at our future glorification when we are united with our savior in eternity.  I 
want us to see all three of these things and then we’ll look back at the beginning of chapter 3 
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and see how they provide us with a clear understanding of everything else Paul is pointing 
us to in this passage.

The Treasure of Justification
Paul says in verse 8 that everything he has earned for himself in this life he considers a pile 
of dung compared to the value of knowing Christ. 

This gain is the one thing that we can’t earn for ourselves.  No matter how good we are or 
what works we accomplish we cannot gain our own righteousness.  Isaiah 64:6 reveals the 
sum of what happens when we seek to gain righteousness on our own merit. 
All of us have become like something unclean,
and all our righteous acts are like a polluted garment;
all of us wither like a leaf,
and our iniquities carry us away like the wind. 

I, like many of you, first learned that verse in the King James Version and the poetic 
arrangement of that translation has stuck in my mind over the years: all our righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags.

The rest of Scripture attests to the fact that we cannot get into God’s good graces on our 
own.  Romans 3 tells us no one seeks God.  Jesus said in John 6 no one can come to Him 
unless drawn by the Father.  So since the best we can do on our own amounts to filthy rags 
in the sight of God, something had to happen.  Paul writes to the church at Corinth to explain 
how God tore down the barrier that sin erected between mankind and the Creator.

2 Corinthians 5:21 tells us that He made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us, 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

To be accepted by God we must be made righteous in His sight.  Because He is a holy God, 
for him to accept unrighteous humanity into relationship with Him would be unjust.  The 
problem for us, as Romans 3:9 puts it is there is non one righteous, not even one.  

So the gain we receive upon salvation is the righteousness of Jesus Christ as we are 
justified in the sight of a Holy God.
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Because God now looks on your life and sees the righteousness of Jesus applied to you, 
everything that you ever gained for yourself can now be counted as nothing because you no 
longer have needs.  All the needs your soul ever required were satisfied in the life, death, 
burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Some define “justification” as “just like I never sinned.” But it’s more than that. It’s “just like 
I’ve always obeyed.” We haven’t just gone from negative to neutral; we have gone from 
negative to positive. We have not just received forgiveness; we have been gifted the perfect 
righteousness of Jesus.

By the way, let’s pause here and recognize that the treasure of Jesus Christ is not a treasure 
you find.  The treasure of Jesus Christ is a treasure that finds you even when you are not 
looking for it.  And when God, through His Holy Spirit, justifies you then something new 
begins in your life.

The Treasure of Sanctification

If verse 9 is about justification then verse 10 is about sanctification. 10 My goal is to know 
him and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his sufferings, being 
conformed to his death,

Paul’s goal is not to know Jesus in a way that results in salvation—he’s already saved.  But, 
remember, salvation is not the finish line.  It’s the starting point.  When we thing about 
someone “getting saved” we are thinking about their moment of justification.  When they are 
spiritually born—becoming a new creation in Jesus Christ.  What follows for the rest of your 
earthly life is what we call in church words the process of sanctification.  Author Nathan 
Bingham describes sanctification as a continuing change worked by God in us, freeing 
us from sinful habits and forming in us Christlike affections, dispositions, and virtues. 
It does not mean that sin is instantly eradicated, but it is also more than a 
counteraction, in which sin is merely restrained or repressed without being 
progressively destroyed. Sanctification is a real transformation, not just the 
appearance of one.1

As we grow in Christ, which is one of the ways we refer to this process, as we grow in Christ 
we know Him more.  That’s what Paul means in verse 10.  Not that he wants to meet Christ 

 https://www.ligonier.org/blog/what-sanctification/1
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for the first time, but that he wants to grow in his knowledge of who Jesus Christ is and what 
His identity means for Paul’s own sanctification.  

Then, Paul lists three ways he wants to grow in his knowledge of Christ and, thus, in his 
sanctification.  Paul says he wants to know Christ in three ways: through the power of His 
resurrection, the fellowship of His suffering, and by being conformed to His death.  Let’s 
quickly look at what all three of those things mean for our own growth in Christ.

Sanctification by the power of Christ’s resurrection

Paul wrote in his letter to the Ephesians: 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened so that you may know what is the hope of his calling, what is the wealth 
of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of 
his power toward us who believe, according to the mighty working of his strength. 
(Eph 1:18-19)

Don’t miss that last line: the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, 
according to the mighty working of his strength.  I know that there may be genuine, serious 
doubt in this room among real disciples as to whether or not God can actually work in your 
life.  One of Satan’s greatest tools in his quest to destroy the joy of God’s people is 
discouragement.  A lot of you look at your Christian walk and see that you’ve had an 
experience where you feel close to God and for whatever reason you’ve fallen away from 
that time.  And you’ve become discouraged to the point that you think where you’re at 
spiritually right now is the best you can do.  If you believe that, you’ve believed a lie from 
Satan.

JD Greear Many Christians live their lives nearly unaware of the power God gave them 
in Christ. They’re looking for so little when it comes to salvation. They want inner 
peace, or purpose, or a ticket out of hell. And the gospel can provide those things, but 
it’s so much bigger than that. Union to Christ means that what is true of Jesus is now 
legally true of us. We have his perfect record. We have his resurrection power. 
Christianity isn’t about turning over a new leaf at all; it’s about the power of a new 
life.2

 https://jdgreear.com/blog/christians-arent-just-forgiven/2
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Know this: God has already accomplished more in your life than you will ever understand 
and He is capable of accomplishing more than you could ever dream.  But you have to rely 
on His power to drive you.  Through His Holy Spirit God has placed the same power at work 
in you that raised Jesus from the dead, this power can and will create the desire in you to 
devote yourself to God’s work in this life, it will give you a drive to be holy—to look more like 
Jesus tomorrow than you do today—it will help you understand God’s love for yourself and 
His love for others, and it will give the strength to endure all the hardships that a fallen, sinful 
world can throw at you.  

Paul has already told us in this letter that God’s power will carry believers through until the 
end, right?  Remember 1:6? I am sure of this, that he who started a good work in you 
will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

Sanctification by the fellowship of Christ’s sufferings 

Paul’s logic here must sound insane to non-believers.  He has said in verse 8 that because 
of Jesus he has suffered the loss of all things.  Now he’s says in verse 10 that he wants to 
know the fellowship—or to partner with Christ—in his sufferings.

The way we both view and respond to suffering is one of the primary ways a Christian 
worldview distinguishes itself from the world.  The purpose of life for many in our culture is 
happiness.  We seek to do what makes us happy, be with the one who makes us happy, live 
in a place that makes us happy and so on.  That’s not a new idea.  Greek philosopher 
Aristotle said “Happiness is the meaning and the purpose of life, the whole aim and end of 
human existence.”  3

We even worked the pursuit of happiness into our Declaration of Independence.  There’s 
nothing inherently wrong with  pursuing happiness, but if that is the whole meaning of life 
then suffering poses a bit of a problem.  If life is about being happy then suffering can have 
no positive impact.  It’s not a meaningful part of life. And because suffering is inevitable, 
since we live in a fallen world, a great big chunk of your life is devoid of meaning if life is 
about happiness.

For the Christian, though, life isn’t about happiness.  It’s about something deeper.  
Remember, Knowing Jesus Christ is the most valuable treasure I will ever experience.

 https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/am-i-right/201301/happiness-is-how-you-are-not-how-you-feel3
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Since that is true, life is about more than happiness.  It’s about knowing Jesus Christ. And 
with that knowledge comes something deeper than happiness.  Knowing Jesus Christ yields 
joy, which we’ll take about shortly. 

But if we view knowing Jesus Christ as the most valuable treasure available to us, then it is 
through suffering like He did that we come to know Him better.  We can actually view 
suffering as a contributor to our joy and not a destroyer of our joy.  

Let’s look at just a brief example from Scripture from the life of the earliest disciples.  In Acts 
5 we see many people responding to the gospel in Jerusalem, but the Jewish leaders rise up 
to have the apostles jailed and put on trial and tortured.  But in verses 41-42 we see 41 Then 
they went out from the presence of the Sanhedrin, rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to be treated shamefully on behalf of the Name. 42 Every day in the temple, 
and in various homes, they continued teaching and proclaiming the good news that 
Jesus is the Messiah.

Their suffering wasn’t an occasion for grief, but for rejoicing because in it they identified with 
Jesus Christ and it served to embolden them to carry out the Great Commission as we see in 
verse 42 they continued teaching and proclaiming the good news.

They weren’t seeking their own comfort, they were conforming themselves to the death of 
Jesus Christ—which is the third way our sanctification is a treasure.

Sanctification by being conformed to Christ’s death

The New Testament paints a pretty clear picture of two different ways of life—the way of the 
world and the way of the cross.  Paul wrote to the Romans Do not be conformed to this 
age, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what 
is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God. (Romans 12:2)

He tells us here in Philippians 3:10 that his goal is to be conformed to Christ’s death.  That 
means that we, like Christ in 2:5 should be obedient to the point of death.  The life of a 
Christian should be marked by radical obedience to the will of God as revealed to us through 
Scripture and through the Holy Spirit’s guidance.
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Because if Knowing Jesus Christ is the most valuable treasure I will ever experience then 
following Him even to death is still a gain for me because there is something on the other 
side of this process of sanctification.  

That’s the third treasure we see in the text today.  

The Treasure of Glorification

Look, again, at verse 11: assuming that I will somehow reach the resurrection from among 
the dead.

If we are like Christ in His humility, in His suffering, in His conformity, then it stands to reason 
that we will be like Him in his exaltation after this life is over.  Remember 2:9, part of the 
Christ Hymn in chapter 2: for this reason (his obedience to death), God highly exalted him.

Jesus Christ is the most valuable treasure you will ever experience and that treasure has 
value not just in this life but also in the one to come.  Your salvation is the treasure that has 
already purchased your resurrection from the dead.  We should find both comfort and 
strength in that truth.  Knowing that God’s grace in your life abounds both in the future as 
well as the present helps us keep our lives in perspective.  No matter what you are going 
through in this life, you have the promise of eternal joy through union with your Savior.  We 
are radically conformed to Him in both life and in death.

And it’s because Jesus Christ is the most valuable treasure you and I will ever experience 
that Paul can write the rest of the verses we have in front of us today.

Look back at the beginning:

Paul makes two imperative statements, or two commands, right off  the bat.  He tells the 
Philippians to rejoice and to watch out.   If you’ve been here very many weeks during this 
series it’s likely that you’ve already seen joy as a theme in some part of this book.  Paul is 
very much concerned with the Philippians’ joy.  The idea of joy is multifaceted and we have 
used a number of different definitions to try to come at it from all sides during this study.  I 
want to share one from John Piper with you again this morning:
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Christian joy is a good feeling in the soul, produced by the Holy Spirit, as he causes 
us to see the beauty of Christ in the word and in the world.4

But this call to joy comes with a caution.  As you live joyfully, watch out for those who, 
through the teaching of a false gospel, will sap you of your joy if you allow them.  There are 
three ‘watch outs’ in verse two but it’s highly likely Paul was pointing the Philippians to the 
same group of false teachers with all three.  You see, Christianity was in its infancy in the 
decades after Jesus resurrection and there was a great deal of false information being 
spread by a number of teachers.  A prominent opponent that Paul often wrote against are a 
group that came to be known as the Judaizers.  Their core argument was ‘Sure, you can be 
saved by Jesus but to be righteous you still have to uphold the Old Testament law and 
sacrificial system.  You still have to be circumcised, you still have to go to Temple, practically
—you still have to be Jewish if you’re going to be one of God’s people.”

Jesus said that He came to fulfill the same law the Judaizers were forcing people to adhere 
to.  God gave the law so that His people would realize they are unrighteous and need a 
savior.  The law was a standard. . . an unattainable one.  Until Jesus came along, that is.  
God’s people were to see that unattainable standard and be reminded that the holiness 
required for salvation had to come from something outside of your own power.  The law was 
meant to show us we are powerless to save ourselves and yet here was this group 
preaching that it was the way you were declared righteous.  

The important truth for us in these first couple of verses is that we, too, need to guard our joy 
by watching out for false teachers.  One of the ways you identify a false gospel it to look at it 
as a math problem.  The Gospel is Jesus alone, right?  We are saved by grace through faith 
on the basis of the finished work of Jesus Christ alone.  A false gospel is Jesus-plus or 
Jesus-minus.  If the gospel becomes you have to have Jesus, but you also have to have the 
Virgin Mary, or you also have to volunteer in the nursery, or wear a tie to church then it is no 
longer the gospel.  If it’s Jesus plus Calvinism, or Jesus plus Arminianism, or Jesus plus 
membership in a Baptist church-though that is a good thing-it is not what saves you.  

If the gospel becomes Jesus Christ crucified, but you don’t have to follow his teaching about 
sexual immorality, self-denial, or loving others then it is no longer the gospel.  We can neither 
add to, nor subtract from the finished work of Christ and still have the gospel.  That’s why 
understanding Scripture is vital—because we have to know what the gospel is so that we 

 https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/how-do-you-define-joy4
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can watch out for things that would try to rob the gift of joy in our lives by causing gospel 
confusion.

What is the gospel?  We spoke of the fruit of the gospel earlier, but just so we are clear on 
what it means, here’s a definition from author and pastor Timothy Keller: The gospel means 
that“Through the person and work of Jesus Christ, God fully accomplishes salvation 
for us, rescuing us from judgment for sin into fellowship with him, and then restores 
the creation in which we can enjoy our new life together with him forever.”5

That is why Knowing Jesus Christ is the most valuable treasure you or I will ever experience. 
If there was any earning of salvation to be had, Paul would have earned it.  But he tells us in 
this text that he counts everything he earned on his own a pile of dung next to knowing Jesus 
Christ. 

Do you treat your relationship with Him like a treasure?  Jesus told a parable in Matthew 
13:44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure, buried in a field, that a man found and 
reburied. Then in his joy he goes and sells everything he has and buys that field.

Have you really let go of all you have to take hold of the treasure of the gospel?  Treasure 
does no good if we don’t know what it is. The gospel isn’t something that we check off when 
we become Christians and then move on to something else.  The more we understand it, the 
more it’s worth to us.  And that’s the only way that we can experience true joy in this lifetime 
and the one to come.

 https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/trevin-wax/gospel-definitions-tim-keller/5
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